On fome of the more remarkable

BRITISH MONUMENTS
"IN DEVON.

¢ Ad que nofeenda iter iIngredl, tranfmittere Mare folemus. Ea il
- uulupoﬁh megligimos (en qyia i oatura comparstum ut prox.
# imorum iocuriofi, longinqua fefternur = feu quod ompium rerom
¢ cupido languefcit, quom facilis occafio eft: feo quod diferinous,

- % wmguam fepe vifuri quod datur widere, quotics velis cernerr™

Pilisii Epifol.  Lib. 8. E. z0.

R —

NOTHING can more tend to the amufe-
ment, if not to the enlzrgement of the human
mind, than a retrofpective view of the earlier
ages of the world. From the contemplation
of the manners of mankind in a ruder and
more uncivilized period, a fund of curious and
rational enterrainment may be drawn; and,
perhaps, if we were to form a juft compari-~

fon between the darknefs which then brooded
over .
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“ever the intelleCtual world, and the luminops
rays that now encircle it, the refult may not
be lefs produélive of inftruction.

The farther we go back into hiftory, and
the more minutely and impartially we enquire
into the condition of mankind, we fhall have
the more to wonder, at the flow progrefs
which the human mind made in the attain-
ment of that knowledge, which (whether it
be confidered in the form of fcience or reli-
gion,) was [tored with a profufion of bleflings.
It might have been fuppofed that the genius
- of human nature, {o intvitive and compre-
henfive as we now find jt, would ac once
have gralped at a vaft number of advan-
tages, which were fparingly difcovered by
mere accident, or by the moft gradual ad-
vances. Yet thofe who evolve the pages of
antiquity, will, with aftonithment, perceive
what clouds of ignorance obfcured the intel-
let! what mifts of error! what wretched-
nefs! what barbarity! The antient Briton,
as the favage which then prowled among the
forefts, rufhed from his cave, or wicker ha-
bitation, in the purfuit of a fimilar prey, and
when acquired, fed on it in the fame voraci-
ous manner ; while the Druid, the Prieft and

\ Tyrant
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Tyrant of this wild race, fhackled - it with
the chain of faperftition, and terrified it with
the perpetration of ** deeds unutterable.”

“In a review of fo dark a périod, -vie fhall
with difficulty be induced to believe, that man
was the fame being we now find him. The
pofterity, however, of the favage who was
fough as his native wilds, have been thofe
who have chiefly contributed to the refine~
merit of human nature; who have thrown a
polith on human fociety ; have adorned the
globe which they inhabit; and have placed,
within the attainment of every individual, the
means of being as happy as elegance, Icience,
humanity, and true religion will admit of in
this prefent ftate of exiftence. Though the
fletch 1 have raken of the firft and rudeft
period of the natives of Britain, fhows them
to have been highly barbarous and uncivi.
fized ; yet an enquiry into their manncrs will
not be unattended with amufement and ad-
vantage. 'The fearch alfo after any of thofe
relics that may elucidate their hiftory, will be
deemed, by many, an undertaking of the moft
pleafing and inftructive kind. I {hall there.
Jore, however 1 may fail in the Jatter, attempt

the former, in laying before you a curfory
differtation
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differtation on the monuments now fubfifting
in this county, which we have reafon to al- .
cribe to the Britons, or to fome of thofe ma-
rauding nations of the north, [o repeatedly |
making their incurfions into this ifland ; who,
whether of Gothic or Celtic origin, yet evi-
dently adopted fimilar rites in their fuperfti-
tion, and have, in their refpective countries,
left monuments of the fame kind behind them
for pofterity to contemplate. '
© Thofe remains of the Britith 2ra, which
we can with probability afcribe to it, are but
few ; and are, in general, to be met with
in thofe wild and unfrequented parts, where
the hand of agriculture could have but little
profpeds of reaping a produce thar might
compenfate its labors. The intereft of the
hufbandman feems to be inimical to the pre-
fervation of fuch objets of the antiquarian's
veneration : in his language, they cumber the
ground, and the materials may be converted
to ferviceable ufes. ’Tis to this circumitance,
doubtlefs, that fuch rude monuments are fo
rarely to be found in the more cultivaéd parts
of the kingdom, and that we hear of them
only on barren rocks or plains, in thole fpots

o - - whese
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-where ftrata of the fame ftone abound, -and-
which appear to be -

< Non raftris hominam, non alli obnoxia core.”

In the mountainous parts of Wales and Scot-
land, on the plains of Sarum, in the waftes
of Derbyfhire and Cornwall, thefe huge mo-
numents of the firft natives of this ifland are
frequently difcovered. In our county they are
rare ; the defcriptions of thefe to which I thall
now confine mylelf, were taken on the feveral
fpots.

The Cromrech is the moft confiderable -
‘monument of any that now remain. The only
one in the county is fituate on a farm called
Shel-ftone, in the parifh of Drewfteignton (fo.
named, I fhould conceive, not from the Nor-
man Drogo, as Rifdon hath afferted,) but
from this and other relics therein remaining,
appropriated to the Druids, fimply deriving
its appellation from the refidence of the Druids
on the river Teign. The Cromlech here, is
perhaps the moft perfect in the kingdom.
‘The covering ftone or quoit hath three fup-
porters; it refts on the pointed tops of the
fouthern and wéftern ones, but that on the
~ north fide upholds it on its inner inclining

' furface
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“furface fomewhat below the top, its exte-
rior fides rifing f{everal inches higher than the
part on which the fuper-incumbent ftone is
laid. This latter fupporter is feven feet high—
indeed they are all of fuch an altirude, that I
had not the leaft difficulty in pafling under
the impoft erect, and with my hat on; the
height, therefore, of the inclofed arca, is at
leaft fix feet, Of the quoit I made a mea-
furement, and found the dimenfions to be,
from the north to the fouthern edge, 14 feet
and half; and from the caft and weft it was
of fimilar length. Thefe edges or angles
feeming to prefent themfelves (as far as {
could make an obfervation from the fun,)
exaltly to the cardinal points. The width
acrofs was ten feet. The form of this flone
was oblate, not gibbous, but rounding from
‘the under face, rifing from the north about 13
-inches higher than in the other parts; yet o
plane on its fuperficies, that I could ftand on
it, or traverfe it without apprchenfion of
danger, ‘That the Cromlech was a monument
- of the Britons, there can be no doubt; but-

~ that it was a Druidical altar, and of old, ap-

plied to facrificial ufes, cannot now be afcer-

rained. Borlace and others who have treated
: this
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this fubje, judge the fpecies of monument
to have been fepulchral; and there is reafon
for the fuppofition, fince they are often found
ereted on barrows, which are avowedly fe-
pulchral. Indeed, m Ireland, the marter hath
been fufficiently elucidated ; for bones have
been abfolutely found in the area which fome
of them inclofed. Though Borlafe, therefore,
failed in Cornwall, it refts on more than pro-
bability, that, to whatever other purpofes it
might have been applied the ufe and intent of
the Cromlech, that is, the crooked (or as fome
interpret the word, confecrated ftone,) was
primarily to diftinguith and do honor to the
dead ; and at the fame time to inclofe the ve-
nerated seliquiae, . by placing the fupporters
and covering ftone in fuch a manner as to be
a fecurity to them on every fide.

This opinion receives additional - weight,
and js corroborated by the ufage of the nor-
thern nations; for though they were chicfly
Gothic, yet fome of their ritual obfervances
and religious cuftoms were analogous to thofe
of Celtic origin ; indeed we may well fuppofe,
that in thofe early and barbarous ages, the
habits and cuftoms of men were nearly the

fame in every part of the globe; * for the
more
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fmore mankind are confidered in a ftate of wild
and uncivilized life, the greater refemblance
they will be feen to poficfs in their manners,
becaufe favage natute, reduced almoft to mere
brutal inftind, is fimple and uniform; whcreas-
art and refinement are infinitely various.”—
Olaus Wortius © autheniticates the exiftence
of ronuments of this nature among the nor-
thern tribes, and the ufes to which they had
been applied.” “ Sed neque veteribus Gothis,
alitfque Gentibus in Scptentione, defuit memo-
ria majorum, quin et eis exhiberent (quos humi
recondere placuit) honorabiles ftatuas lapi-
dum-excelforum, prout hodie cernuntur mird
compagine immenfa Saxa, in modum altif-
fimz latiflimeque Januz furfum tranfver- .
fumque viribus Gigantum erecta.” The ig-
norance of fucceeding ages not being able to
comprehend how fuch ftupenduous edifices
could be conftructed by the common race of
mortals, have attributed them to giants and
dxmons ; but although we derive from the
mechanical powers a variety of fuccours in the
tranfporting and raifing large and ponderous
bodies, of which we well know the founders
of thefe monuménts could pot have the affif-
tance, yet it hath been well obferved, that

1 great
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great things might bc‘accomplil'hed by men of
fuch mighty force, as we are certain many of
thefc antient tribes poffefled in ftrength and
remarkable flature, co-operating together.
The lances, helmets, {fwords, and other arms,
which have been preferved in the mufeums of
the curious ; the accoutrements of the heroes
of other times, are a full conviction of their
vaft fize, and are obje@s of curiofity and afto-
nithment 1o thofe whofe anceftors are reputed
to have wielded them. This circumftance,
however, is not. folely applicable to Furope,
for by our later difcoverics we learn, that the
Americans (particularly thofe of Peru,) un-
aided by the engines we apply to thefe pur-
pofes, have raifed up fuch vaft ftones in build-
ing their temples and fortrefies, as the archi-
tect of the prefent times would perhaps not
hazard the attempt to remove. One may,
however, conceive, that perfcverance, united
with ftrength, might be enabled to convey
fuch immenfe ftones from one place to ano-
ther, by means of the lever and artificial
banks. Down the flopes of thefe they might
caufe them to flide, and afterwards fet them
upright by letting them down into perpendi-
cular pits ; having, by the fame means, placed

their
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their tranfoms on them, they might clear
away the mound which they had raifed. I
thall quit the difcuffion of the Cromlech with
the conclufion, that moft probably they were
“ tumuli honorabiliores’——that they were the
appropriated monuments of chief Druids or
of princes ; and this is confirmed by the ap-
pellation of the famous Cromlech in Kent,
known by the name "of <Ket’s Coity-houfe,’
being the fepulchral monument, or quoit, over

.. the body of Catigeon, a Britifh prince, who

was {lain in a battle, fought with the Saxons

near Aylesford, inthe year 455.
Locan-sTonE~In the fame parith of
Drewiteignton is a Rocking or Logan-flonc:
its Britith name I found to be yet retained by
the country people, who call it a Logging-
ftone, a ftupendous block of granite, detached
and refting at its bafe on a rifing narrow point
of another mafs, deep-grounded in the channel
of the river Teign. An equipoife was thus
formed, and though by accounts given in the
neighbourhood, the motion had ceafed tobe fo
fenfible, as in former times, it was yet to be
produced by prefling againft the ftone with
fome force. Itis doubtful whether thisLogan-
ftone was ever applied to religious ufes by the
12 Druidical
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Druidical {uperftition; though we are certain
that it cannot be artificial : that fuch, how-
ever, were conftruéted where there were none
naturally fo circumitanced, is extremely pro-
bable, for as they were employed in deceiv-
ing the common people, we may reafonably
conclude, that fome methods would be ufed
to fupply fuch a deficiency. The power of
producing any furprifing effe¢t from a natural
caufe, difcovered, perhaps, by accident, and
kept fecret from the people, was {ufficient,
with the addition of a few myfterious words -
or ceremonies, to pafs for preter-natural en-
dowments. Thus Toland, in his hiftory of
the Druids, is of opinion, that thefe holy
Juglers made the multitude to whom mont-
ments of this kind were facred, believe that
they only could move them. The effect was
fuppofed to he miraculous, and by it they
condemned or acquitted the accufed, and
often brought criminals to confefs what could
in no other way be extorted from them. The
. dimenfions of this ftone are enormous ; at the
weft end it is ten feet high, and from the weft
to the eaftern point, the length may be about
eighteen feet. The local circumftances of it

are almoft as extraordinary as the fone itfelf.
' ) The
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The river Teign rolls its waters around, and it
is feated among thefe wild romantic hilis,
whofe thaggy fides are overfpread with frag-
ments feparated from the craggs above—on
- the bold tufted creft of the oppofite eminence,
in Widdon park, groups of deer are feen, dur-
ing the mid day heats of fummer, inhaling the
breezes of the hills, and filence would have
kept a repofe uninteriupted, had it not been
broken by the crafth of the thattered rocks or
the thrill cry of the mountain kite,

*¢ Along this narrow valley you might fte

¢ The wild deer {porting on the uplzand ground ;
¢ And here and there uprife 2 ﬂunlted tree

+ Or -mofly flone, or rock with ivy crowned:

* Oft did the cliffs reverberate the found

-

o Of parted fragments tambling from on high ;
¢ And from the fummit of a craggy mound,
Kt The perching falcon oft was heard to cry,
. * Qr on refounding wings to thoot athwart the fly."”

BEATTIE.

I k_nc;w -of but ope other Logan-ftone in the
county now extant, and that is found among
- 13 a



[ 118 ]

a carnedd of moorftone rocks on the downs in
the neighbourhood of Atfhburton; which,
though the tender balance is now in a great
degree deftroyed, was fo equipoifed a few
years fince, as to have been an amufing in-
ftrument for cracking nuts. It now retains,
and is known by no other name than that of
the Nutcracker. The equilibrium of this alfo
feems to have been affected by accident, by
the operation of winds or rains, or by the de-
compofition of the {inaller ftones around, and
in magnitude it is much inferior to that be-
fore noticed., .

Rock-Bason,—On 2 common in the vici-
nity of Dartmeor, among a number of carns,
or feries of granate rocks, heaped naturally on
one another, there is one of an oblate form,
ferving as a cap to others, which is of a fin-
gular and curious appearance: its furface is
rather gibbous, {welling into little inequalities,
and is in four different places fcooped out into
cells of various forms; thefe are all indifpu-
tably the effect of art, and feem to have been
intended for refervoirs to retain a liquid, that,
falling on the fuperficies of the ftone, was to
be conduéted to them by means of grooves or
channels, which appear to be cut in it, in an

undulating
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undulating diretion. The fides of them ali
are rounded, and, diverging from the margin,
are well adapted to the more ready reception
of whatever fhall be poured on the ftone.—
The lips feern to have been intended for let-
ting out the liquid at will, for cleaning the
bafons, or for other purpofes, and were pro-
bably ftopped up when that liquid was to be
retained. To what ufes thefe caverned ftones
may have been applied, we have nothing left
us but conjeéture—no legend or tradition ap-
pears to throw any light of importance on the
fubje&t ; and though as thefe monuments have
been generally found among others, which are
exprefsly dedicated to religious purpofes, we
may well fuppofe that they alfo had their ap-
propriate ufes : yet, whether they were altars
for the immolating human victims, or (as
Dr. Borlafe fuppofes,) for the ritual of water
libations, is a matter of uncertainty, That
the antient nations, with but few exceptions,
facrificed men to their gods, is a point too
well confirmed to be at all doubted. ¢ Phee-
nices in bello et peftilentia amiciflimos homi-
nes immolabant Saturno.” And according to
~ La&antius, * Carthaginenfes (who were a co-

lony of Pheenicians) ab Agathocle viéti, quum
iratum
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fratum fibi Saturnum crederent, ducentos ej
nobiliffimos * juvenes immolabant.”  Galli
Efum et Teutatem humano cruore placabant,
I have produced thefe feveral inftances with a
view of thewing from what fources the Britons
probably derived their knowledge and obfer,
vance of this horrid right, Uncivilized na.
tions have been marked for their fuperftition
and barbarity ; living in a ftate of warfare with
all nature, among wild forefts and gloomy -
woods, they are befet continually with terrors,
and keep themfelves armed with ferocity and
diftruft. Hence that thirft of revenge and
deftrudtion which favage tribes cannot dif-
poflefs themfelves of; hence that impious
prejudice which makes them imagine the
"gods to be as fanguinary as themfelves.—
Thus, among the more humanized Greeks,
the deity, or the manes to thofe to whom the
facrifice was offered, were invoked 10 quaff
the blood of the immolated viétim, of which
we have an inftance in the Hecuba of Euri. |

pides. '
 Ackal yoas un vas N wwhnngins
¥ Nexgwy aywyds b 3o ws TNs paEhay

¢ Kogns anga:pus aiyy’ o oo Swerpeda,’”

In
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In Friezland, (fays an ingenious French au.
thor), and in feveral places of Germany, altars
are to be met with compofed of {fuch immenfe
ftones, that they could neither be deftroyed by
the ravages of time, nor by the zeal of the firft
converts to Chriftianity, Thefe altars, ac-
cording to the tradition of the inhabitants,
have ferved for thofe unnatural facrifices. In
Iceland alfo, an hiftorian of that country re-
cords an altar plated with iron, which was
feemingly confecrated for the like purpofe;
and what feems not inapplicable to the pre-
fent enquiry, upon it was placed a vafe of
brafs, in which was reccived the blood of
the vitims ; befide it ftood a brufh, which
was made ufe of to {prinkle the blood upen
the bye-fianders,

This was in an age when temples had been
eretted, when the arts had introduced a va-
riety of conventences; when altars, plated
with iron, and brazen vales had been fubiti-
tuted inftead of the rude mafs of ftone, and
excavated bafon. ‘Thus then we collect that
. human vittims were facrificed, that their
blood flowed into fome fort of receptacle, and
* that with it the people were fprinkled. In
the earlier ages all this might have been done,

and
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and exhibited on fuch a flone as that above
defcribed. .

The only argument Borlafe brings of any
wéight to invalidate this idea, is the difficulty
of getting the vitim on the rock, which in
fome few inftances hath been found to be 20
feet high. It would indeed, Iallow, be a la-
borious talk to raife an ox or a hetifer thither;
but furely not fo in regard to 2 haman victim,
¥ the Druid could climb there for the purpofe
of luftration, the perfon who was to be fz-
crificed might cither voluntarily, or by com-

pulfion, be able to do the fame. The prieft
alfo, from fo elevated a fpot, might more con-
fpicuoufly difplay the horrid rite to the fura
rounding populace, and have it in his power
more eafily to fprinkle them with the confe-
crated blood.

Tho' Dr. Borlafe, by his learning and inge-
nuity, hath made it appear that the rite of
luftration among the Druids is not without
fome traces' in hiftory, and that it was very
agreeable to the general tenor and caft of their
fuperftition ; yet, having fome pretext at leaft
for a different conjecture, and fome ground
to reft on, 1 fhall hope to derive a plea for
having thus long trefpaffed on your patience,

and
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and fhall quit the difcuffion with a reference
to the plate for the figure, and dimenfions of
the ftone and the feveral bafons.

The Barrow on Haldown, and the Usx
found in it.—The barrow on Haldown known
to the country around, by the appellation of
the great ftone-heap, which though originally
of a conical form, as are all the tumuli in
thefe parts, being now interfected by an open-
ing made in the year 1780, affords a fingular
and confpicuous object to the fubjacent coun-
try. The form of this barrow was nearly cir-
cular, being rather more than 200 feet in cir-
cumference, and in height about 15. By the
aid of 14 men a paffage into it was effected
almoft due eaft, about 8 feet wide; at nearly
the fame fpace from the margin was difco-
vered a dry wall about 2 feet high, which was
feparated from without by very large ftones
in the forms of piers or buttrefles : “on arriving
near the centre were feen a great many huge
ftones (all of them flint) placed over one ano.
ther in a convex maniner; and in the middle
-a larger ftone nearly globular, 2 feet in diame-
ter, covering a cell on the ground 2 feet
fquare, formed by 4 ftones of confiderable
fize, which were placed upright on their

' ' edges.
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edges. In this cave, or, as it is termed,
Kift-vaen, the urn was found ; and what was
rather a remarkable circumftance, inverted,
contairiing the athes and the burnt bones of a -
.youth, as was probable from their being fmali,
and with little mufcular impreflion. When the
urn was removed, thefe appeared as white as
foow, though, foon after they had been ex-
pofed to the air, they loft that whitenefs. From
the fize of the tumulus and this circumftance,
there feems to be grounds for the conjeCture,
.that the afhes and bones here encarned; were
the remains of a perfon of dignity, whofe fur.
viving friends, in honor to his memory, had
taken care to have them wel/ durnt and
blanched by the intenfenefls of the fire awxa
osre. Thus, among the Greeks, Homer, de-
feribing the magnificent funeral of Patroclus,

adds, '

¢ Next the subirz domes his fad companions place,

€ With tears collefted, in a golden vafe.”

For it was confidered as the higheft difgrace
which could be offered 1o the dead body, that
it thould remain but balf burnt ; and this in-
dlgmty we ﬁnd was put upon the corpfe of
Txberms, .
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" Tiberius, which Suetonius fays, was carried
«in amphitheatro femi uftulandum.” This
urn is 13 inches high, 10 in diameter at the
mouth, and s at the bottom, near half an inch
thick, and holds about 1o quarts; it is made of
unbaked clay, fmoked, and difcolored by its
expofure to the fire, and confequently without
infeription or embellifhment.

One of the moft antient modes of {epulturc
was covering the bodies of the dead with high
mounds of earth, or a collected mafs of ftones,
in later times called barrows, (or more pro-
perly burrows, a term derived from the Saxon
birighe, to hide or bury,) in the compofition
of which (whatever fanciful conjetures may
have been ftarted) there can be no doubt buc
that the tumulus was formed of earth, or
ftones, or of an intermixture of each, as the
firata of the {pot around could furnith. Thus,
in Wiltfhire, they are univerfally compofed of
earth and chalk, whilft, in this county, they
as invariably confift of ftones collected as con.
venience led from the grounds adjacent.—
That this cuftorh prevailed not only among.
the antient inhabitants of Europe, but in al~
moft every part of the world, appears from
old writers on the fubjec, and from the dif-

coveries
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coveries of modern travellers. Ifidore fpeaks
of it as a general vfage, ** apud majorcs, Po-
tentes aut {ub montibus, aut in montibus fe-
peliuntur.”  Bell, in his travels thro’ Cﬁina,
notices thefe fepulchral hills: and in Captain
Cooke’s account of le Fooga, (one of the
Friendly Ifles,) he gives a defcription of one
. of very large fize. All the old hiftorians of the
north are diffufe on the point; and tho’ our an-
tiquarians in defcanting on thofe which remain
in this kingdom, are for referring every veftige
of this fort to the Druids ; yet, as this kind of
menument is {o fimple and obvious; and as,
without doubt, it muft have prevailed among .
‘many nations of very diffcrent origin, fo it can-
not eafily be afcerrained whether the barrows
on Haldown ought to be afcribed to our Go-
thic anceftors the Saxons and Danes, or to the
more antient inhabitants of Celtic race, the
Britons. From local circumftances, and from
the contents of the tumulus, a gleam of lighe
is not unfrequently thrown on thefe martess :
with refpe@ to thofe on Haldown, we might
be induced to afcribe them to the Danes, and
that perhaps without much temerity, when
we confider the numerous encampments in
the vicinity, which are generally imputed to

that.
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that nation. Battles may have been here
fought, and here may the chieftains flain,
have been intumnulated ; the fpot fele@ed, al-
ways indeed an obje@ of confequence; was
highly confpicuous ; and this, the largeft bur- .
row on the down, thould feem to have been
raifed in honor of fome chief or perfon of emi-
nence, for the tumulus was large, in propor-
tion to the quality’ of the deccafed, and to
the affection, power, or opportunity of his
furviving friends: where, however, thefe local
references may be wanting, the contents, fuch
as urns, arms, utenfils may give a defignation
of the people.

The Romans, all the northern nations,.
the Gauls, the Britons, (whatever might be
their general ufage,) certainly at times, and

“on particular occafions, durst their dead, and .
collected the afhes and bones into sras.  “ Ci-
nieres et ofla, cado five urna colligebantur ;™

and then placed them in the centre of the

burrows. Thefe urns were of various forms,
elegance, and materials, and from hence,
conje@ures are deduced, frequently decifive.
‘The Roman urns were generally of the moft
exquifite workmanthip, and formed of pre-
cious metals, porphyry, and glafs. Virgil

- notices
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notices the bones of a perfon which wete col.’

le@ed in a brazen urn:
“ Offaque leta cado texit Chorinzus aheno.”

Among nations, however, lefs civilized,
the arts were in their infancy, and their pro-
ductions were rude. Thus the urns found - in

the burrows in thefe parts, are compofed of

coarfe pottery, rather fmoked than burnt, (as
in the prefent inftance,) and often of clay un-
baked. We may therefore refer them either
to the Britons or Danes, who continued Pa-
gans longer than the Saxons in this country.

The latter becoming Chriftians {foon after their.

arrival -in the ifland, left off the heathemth
ufage of burning bodies, though they ftill re-
tained the burrows.

From the cuftom of burning with the dead,
or laying in the fame grave the arms, fpoils,
or implements of the deceafed, the nation may
be alfo fometimes traced; this likewife the
Romans practifed, as noticed by Virgil.

¢ Hinc alij fpolia occifis direpta i.a.tinis ' )

¢ Conjiciunt igni, galeas, enfefque decoros

« Fraznaque, ferventefque rotas—pars munera nota

«¢ Ipforum clypeos, et non felicia tela.” '
Tacitus
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Tacitus relates the fame of the Germans,
and we find the Scandinavians excited to it
by their fuperftition; for Odin had affured
them, that whatever was buried or conlumed
with the dead, would accompany them to his
palace.

From the line in which thefe burows (of
which there are many,) on Haldown are
ranged, it would feem that fome road had
paft that way ;- and indeed they have a diret
tendency to the ftation now vifible, in the
park of Lord Clifford at Ugbrook. The Roa
man . fepulchres were often raifed near the
common roads, and the reafon of it is af-
figned by Varre, who fays, * fecundum viam
funt, quo pra:tercuntcs admoncant et fe fuiffe,
et illos efle, mortales,”

Reflecting on the remote age in which thefe.
tumuli were formed, during which lapfe of
fime almoft all other monuments have had one
common fate, we fhall not be furprifed that
thefe are even now in being. Their fize, pc-
culiar compofition, and the rehigious venera-
tion in which they were held, exempted them
from the ravages of time, or the more baleful
depredations of avarice and facrilege. « Ma-

jores noftri ftatuas multis decreverunt, fepul-
K chra
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chra paucis, fed ftatuze intereunt tempeftate,
vi, vetuftate: fepulchrorum autem fan&itas
in ipfo folo eft, quod nulli vi moveri, neque
deleri poteft.” The profpect from this bur-
row, to which I now return merely to bid fare-
well, for itz beauty and extent will not often,
perhaps, be found rivalled—Mamhead’s pine-
clad hill, the caftellated grandeur of Powder-
ham, the more immediate rural and pictu- -
refque fcenes of Bickham, Trehill and Oxton, ‘

the expanfe of ocean ftretching to the eaft, the |
cathedral towers of Exeter rifing on the north,
between which (through a fertile wooded val-
ley, decorated with towns and villas of every
defcription,) are feen, flowing on, the widening
waters of the river Exe; thefe form the out-
lines of a fine picture, the variety and {plendor
of which can never fail of exciting uncommon
admiration.

Hiftorical



