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Lapigs AND GENTLEMEN,—Dr. Bennet, Bishop of Cloyne,
concludes his essay on “British and Roman Roads and
Stations,” in the Devonshire volume of the brothers Lysons,
in these words:

“ 1t is to be lamented that so extensive s county, inhabited at
all times by an active and industrious people, and of late years, in
particular, illuatrated by the labours of many ingenions men, should
still have such a cloud hanging over the period of its early history.
A few insulated camps with no remains in them, and detached
pieces of road (the end and beginning of which are equally
unkoown) form the sum of its Roman antiquities; and of the
stations and cities which it once contained, Exeter only, and per-
haps Molland Bottreanx, have been fixed with any degree of
cortainty.” :

I take this as the keynote of the address which it is my
duty and privilege to deliver, as President of the Devonshire
Association for the Advancement of Science, Literature, and
Art, Of necessity my theme was either geological or his-
torical, But although the last words are as yet very far
from being spoken on the fascinating atudy of Devonian
geology, Mr. Hudleston’s discourse at Tavistock reaped all
the current harvest. Gleanings after him are insufficient
for the humblest sheaf; and the coming crop, though full
of controversial promise, is hardly beyond its seed-time.
Turning, therefore, perforce to history, it seemed to me that I
could render our literature no hetter service, than by eraving
your attention for a while to a re-examination and re-state-
ment of the evidence touching oue of the most obscare
epochs of Devonian life—the period of Roman occupation.
I shall try to keep continually before you the distinction
between what is really known and what is merely inferred—
between the statements of the anthorities, who are few ; and
the words of the speculators, who are many. The picture
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shall be as complete as I have gkill to make it; but there
shall be no confusion—wittingly—between the clear outline
and the dotfed interspace.

Roman Devon—Contemporary Authorities.

The association of Rome with Britain, from the first inroad
under Julius Caesar to the final abandonment under Theo-
dosius, covers something less than five centuries. Throughout
there are only eleven contemporary writers who can be held
to refer directly to what is now Devon and Cornwall. If we
do not claim the Cassiterides, there are but half a dozen. 1f
wa eliminate those whose allusions are disputed we are
reduced to four. Se slight is the purely historic foundation
upon which we have to build. The four are:

{a) DHodorus Siculus, who, writing about 44 B.c., tells us:

“They who dwell near that promontory of Britain which is
called Belerium are singularly fond of strangers, and, from their
intercourse with foreign merchants, civilized in their habite, These
people obtain the tin by skilfully working the soil which produces
it ; this, being rocky, bas earthy veins, in which, working the ore
and then fusing, they reduce it to metal ; and when they have
formed it into blocka shaped like knuckle bones (derpaydiav),
they convey it to a certain island, lying off Britain, named Ictis;
for at the low tides, the intervening space being laid dry, they
carry thither in waggons the tin in great abundance,”

() Solinus (cirea 80 A.D.), who mentions the Dunmonii, the
dwellers in this western region.

(¢) Piolemy, the Greek geographer, who, about 4D, 120,
atates that the westernmost people of Britain are the
Dunmonii; whose chief towns are Voliba, Uxela, Tamare,
Isca, and Second Auvgustan Legion ; in whose territory are the
outlets of the rivers Cenion, Tamarus, Isaca, and (doubtfully)
Alsenus; and connected with whose country are Vexals
estuary, Hercules promontory, Antivaestum promontory or
Bolerium, and Damnonian promontory or Ocrinum.

(d) Heracleota, who, towards the end of the third century,
mentions the promontory Damnium.

Our second class is completed by the addition to the former
of the (&) Antonine Itinerary, and the (f) Peutingerian Table.
Each of these %lives us Isca Dunmoniorum, or Isca of the
Dunmonii, in which we might have fondly thought that the
most perverse antiguarian imagination could not fail to
identify Exeter. The Itinerary names another Roman station,
Moriduonum —fifteen miles from Exeter eastward; and the
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Peutingerian Table a place called Ridumo, commeonly held to
be & corruption of Moridunum, also fifteen miles from Exeter,
but westward, The Ztinerary has been variously placed in the
second and in the fourth centuries, but is probably of the
earlier date; the Peutingerian Table is a medimval copy of
a fourth-century map, whereof a fragment only of the part
relating to Britain remains, and is here reproduced.
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Excluding allusions to the Cassiterides these are absolutely
all the definite contemporary historical or topographical
references to this part of Britain during our Roman epoch.

Including the Cassiterides we add :—(g) Strabe, born about
54 B.C, who indeed may claim to rank with the foregoing
on the score of a statement—quoting Posidonius—that tin
was carried from Britain to Marseilles. According to him
the Cassiterides were ten in number, one being desert, but
the others

“inhabited by men in black cloaks, clad in tunics reaching to
the feet, and girt about the breast; walking with staves aud
bearded like goats. They subsist by their catile, leading for the
most part a wandering life. And having metals of tin and lead,
these and skina they barter with the merchants for earthenware
and salt and brazen vessels.’

{h) Plingy, born a.D, 23, who may follow Strabo to the first
group on the acore of his remarks touching tin in Britain;
while an obscure reference to two islands called “ Scandiam,
Dumnam,” may point in the same direction. Citing Timacus
Pliny refers to Ictis as Mictim; but, as we shall see here-
after, makes confusion worse confounded.!

{(7) Avtenus, about the latter end of the fourth century, who
names the Oestrymnides as the tin islands, and embodies
allusions to the voyage of Hamilco to the Cassiterides.

(7} Aelius Aristides (¢. AD. 160) who, referring to “ that
great island opposite the Iberians” (which can be nec other
than Britain) avers

* pxpeditions of all kinds perpstually pass into it, and return at
convenient seasons. Thousands aleo of mobles and private persons
frequently go over thither,”

And finally:

() A bilingnal inscription at Angora, in Asia Minor,
which declares that British princes sought the protection of
Augustns, It is imperfect, but seems to suggest a distinction
between the monarchs of Britain, Dunmonia, and Wales,
The Greek version reads, a8 given in the Monumenta Historienx
Britannica -—

BPETANINON AOM[NON BEJAAATNOZ[TE] EAIT[IM]

And the Latin;—

BRITANN[ORVM] DAMNO BELLA[VNVSQVE] BT T-IM , . .,
[ciMEBR]ORVM.

1 The passage runs:—‘Ad eam Britannos vitilibus navigiis corio
circumsutls navigare, Sunt qui et alivs prodant, Seandiam, Dumnam,

Bergos.,” This Seandiam Dumunam is sugpiciously like one of the Ravennat’s
readings for Isca—Scadumanmoram.
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Julius Caesar does not name the Dunmonti, but inferen-
tially suggests-——as we shall see more at length hereafter—
that they, like the Veneti, were skilled in shipbuilding. It
i8 in this western region, too, that he seems to place the
masters of Druidism whom his Gaulish students were accus-
tomed to visit.

Earlier than the period under review we have the bare
mention of the Cassiterides by Herodotus (c. 445 B.C.); notes
on the Cassiterides by Pytheas in his voyage to Britain (330
B.C.); the naming by Aristotle (c. 360 B.c) of Albion and
Ierne; and an allusion to tin mines in Britain by Polybius
(s. 160 B.c). Something later than the Saxon invasion we get
the topographical statements of the anonymous geographer
of Ravenna, whose exact date is still matter of controversy,
and who gives a list of twenty-five towns in Devon and
Cornwall.?

‘We can stretch our original authorities no further.

Hence we know absolutely nothing from first-hand record
of the presence of the Romans in Devon end Cornwall,
When they ceme, how they came, what they did, when they
went, is oone absolute blank—a vivid contrast with our
abundant contemporary information touching the Roman
wars with the Silures, the Iceni, the Brigantes; in Anglesey,
along the line of the Great Wall, right away to the Gram-
piane. This strange silence has impressed various enquirers
in various ways. Some picture “dira Dunmonia” too wild
and waste to tempt a conquest. Some, with Polwhele, hold
that the Dunmonii surrendered at discretion, scantly striking
one blow for freedom. Some, with Beale Poste, think the
Dunmonii “retained their nationslity under their native
princes unmolested.” Some, of bolder strain, proceed to fill
the gap, and tell the picturesque tale of crushing attack
and heroic defence; of a campaign headed by Vespasian;
of a subjugation so complete from the beginning that, while
other parts of the island were in periodical revolt, the Dun-
monii, once brought beneath the yoke, never raised their
heads again. Such tales are good encugh as samples of
historical romance, but they have not the slenderest claim
to be regarded as sober history.

Julius Cossar,

Caesar’s first expedition to Britain, August B.C. 55, was a
failure. In less than & month he was glad to return to Gaul

f Fide Trans. Devon. Assoc. xvii. 355-866.
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His second invasior, in the following year, was so far success-
ful that he won sundry battles, and received the submission
of Cassivellann. But in less than two months we find him
back in Gaul again; and he left no garrison behind. To call
this a conquest, even of the corner of Britain which was
penetrated, is a misuse of language. It was little more
than a reconnaissance in force, and Rome speedily estimated
the affair at its proper value,

With these facts before us, we are prepared to find Caesar’s
descriptions of Britain and of its inhabitants to be mainly
hearsay® His declaration that Kent was the most civilised
portion of the isle we accept as true—that is, of the part
with which he was acquainted. So when he atates that the
island was well peopled, full of houses built after the manner
of the Gauls, and abounding in cattle. He was in a position
to know that some of the islanders used bronze money., He
might have ascertained for himself that the Weald produced
iron (in maritimis ferram). But when he declares thet the
provinces remote from the sea yielded tin (nascitur i< plum-
bum album in mediterraneds regiontbus) it is clear that he is
writing of matters altogether beyond him : and that he neither
knew where the tin was found, nor how it reached the Con-
tinent, though raising a fair presumption that scme was
brought for transport to the coast opposite Gaul* Nor can
we unhesitatingly accept, as & universal fact, his assertion
that the British bronze was all imported, since we find the
Romans at a later date working the copper mines in
Anglesea, of which there is no reason to suppose them the
discoverers.

. Caesar, in short, knew as little of Britain as a man
possibly could know, who merely paid a couple of hurried

-3 Vide Commentaries, lib. v.

* I cannot follow Professor Rhys through this passage from hie Celfic
Britain {pp. 47, 48}: “If there waa any direct trads in tin between the
tin districts of Britain and the Loire it must have been utterly uuknown
to Ceesar, which is not likely to have heen the case had it existed. Besides
the fact that the Dumnonii had no coinage of their own[f], nor appear to
have made much use of money at all, strongly suggests the inference that
they lived practically much further from the commerce of the south of
Europe than did the British people to the eest of them ; however fondl they
may have been of atrangers, they would seem to have bartered their tin
metoly for the trivkets of the Mediterranean and other such ornamental
rubbish as a barbarous people is wont to delight in. But this must not be
understood to prove that there was no communiecation between the Dumnonii
and the nearest part of Gaul during the Venetic period ; in fact, Dumuoouin
was probably the part of Britain in which the Gaulish students of Druidiam
mentioned by Cemsar usually landed. Poaaiblg, howevet, this communication
is not to be regarded as being then of very old standing.”
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visits covering in all ten weeks, and who did not get more
than seventy miles from the coast. Before he came hither
he had known nothing, for he writes:

“ Almost none but merchants resort to that island, nor have
even they any knowledge of the country, except the sea coast
and the parts opposite to Gaul. Having therefore called together
the merchants from ali parte they could neither inform him
{Ceesar] of the largencas of the island, nor what or how powerful
the nations were that inhabited it, nor of their customs, art of
war, or the harbours fit {o receive large ships,” ®

We may indeed reasonably suspect that these merchants
koew much more than they were inclined to tell. Ba that
as it may, Caesar's ignorance is clear; and this is all that
concerns us,

The most important consequences to Britain of the in-
vasions of Caesar and of his operations in Gaul were indirect,
They led to the planting of Gaulish and Belgic settlements
along the coasts of the Channel, which gradually worked
their way, wedge-like, inland, and drove the elder inhabitants
north and south and west.®

For npearly a century, however, after Caesar's departure
Britain, so far as we know, was unvexed by Roman arma,
An expedition planned by Augustus is said to have been
abandoned on payment of an easy tribute. Manrus Servius
Honoratus, commenting on a passage in the third book of
the Georgics, avers indeed that Augustus conguered Britain;
and the laste Mr. W. H. Black collected other passages from
Latin poets, seemingly pointing in this direction. But history
is gilent. There can have been no conquest in the literal
sense of the word ; and there may be no firmer ground for
the belief than the childish vaunt of Caligula, when he
carried back shells gathered from the Gaulish beach to
Rome, in proof that he had mastered the ocean. That the
feeling between the Romans and the British at this time
wag friendly, we gather from the release of the soldiers
thrown upon the British coast by the disaster to the fleet of
Germanicus, 4.D. 16. The Angoran inseription certainly
declares that British princes sought the protection of
Augustus,

® Op, eit, lib, iv. .
% It needs no argument to displace the baseless fabric of the tradition that
Caezar visited Lydford, thos noted by Browne—
* They told me in King Caesar’s tims
The walls were built of stone and lime.”
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The Roman Conguest.

The true conquest of Britain began when Claudius sent
Aulus Plautius hither, A.D. 43. That emperor celebrated the
conquest in the following year, after spending sixteen days
in the island, when he was not much nearer its attainment
than Caesar. Customary history has done the Britons scant
justice. Not until the seventh campaign of Agricola, forty
years after the first Claudian inroad, was the bulk of the
island brought under Roman sway. The further North was
never subjugated, as the wall of Hadrian and the Antonine
rampart attest. For centuries the Britons continued the
unequal struggle. Given the opportunity, there was always
the will. Nowhere did the Romans meet with more deter-
mined and prolonged resistance. 'We must discount the
statements that Bonduca slaughtered 80,000 of the Roman
soldiers and their allies, and that Suetonius put as many
Britons to the sword; but it is clear that Nero nearly lost
the country. Well-nigh every emperor had his revolt, or
revolts.  Vitellius, Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, Hadrian,
Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius, Commodus—each had to
maintain himself in Britain by force of arms. The Britons
never knew when they were beaten; and if the effective
conquest of the island is to be gauged by cessation of
hostility, the work took just a century and three quarters,
from the landing of Aulus Plautius to the death of Severus
and the treaty with Caracalla.

Then peace reigned for some threescore years, until Britain
became the special prize of contending claimants for the
imperial throne, and rival factions made it their battle-ground.
The revolt quelled by Victorinus under Probus may have
been largely patriotic; but the fighting of Carausius, Allectus,
Constantius Chlorus, and Constantine, and the campaign of
Magnentius, were mainly dynastic. With the decay of the
Roman power, the incursions of the northern tribes drew
proof that in some parts of the land at least the old spirit
was not dead: and when the Saxons descended on our
shores, the stoutest resistance offered was by the descendants
of the men who had been the chief opponents of the Roman
sway.

The Roman Advent in the West.

If we ask what share our corner of Britain played in all
this, written history, as we have seen, gives no direct
response. We read of campaigns against the Catuvellauni,
the Trinobantes, the Belgae, the Iceni, the Silures, the Cangi,
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the Bfigantes, the Ordovices, the Atrebati, the Caledonii, and
others ; and the wars in the North receive abundant illnstra-
tion, But the Dunmobnii are nowhere found. There is
indeed an inscription on the Great Wall naming the “ Civitas
Dunmon” as “having done something in connection with
the building of that structure worthy of special commemora-
tion™; and this has been thought to refer to the weatern
Dunmonii. In truth, however, the Dunmonii thus com-
memorated were close at hand.

That excellent antiquary, Mr. J, Davidson, father of our
much-lamented colleague, Mr. J. Bridge Davideon, thought
that the south-western parts of Britain had

“been conquered during the first nine years of the Ewmperor
Clandius, prior to the year 50, the date of the arrival of Publius
Ostorius Seapuls, [and] that, having been subdued during the
period compriged within that portion of the history [of Tacitus]
E:ich ,:1: lost, they were subsequently to that time in alliance with

me.

Undoubtedly Mr. Davidson was right thus far. Any
fighting between the Romans and the Dunmeonii must have
come within this period, or have been too insignificant for
notice,

We heve slready seen Polwhele snggesting that the
Dunmonii submitted to the Roman yoke withont much
opposition. Beale Poste (regarding Dunmonia as the first
organized state in the island) held that the Dunmonii

‘“retained their nationality under their native princes, . ...
They enjoyed their territory uwnmolested by the Romans as far as
we know, and there is no record in ancient authors that there was
over 8 Roman garrison among them.”

Vespasian,

There is indeed a passage in Suetonius commonly held to
refer to Devon, if not to Cornwall, He says of Vespasian
that he

“Tricies cum hoste conflexit. Dunas validissimas Genfes, superque
viginti oppida, et insulam Vectem Britannias proximam, in ditionem
redegit, partim Auli Plautii Consularis legati, partim Claudii ipsius
ductn.”

In other words, that Vespasian fought thirty battles,
subdued two most powerful peoples, twenty towns, and the
Isle of Wight close to Britain—a distinction between the
island and the main worthy of remembrance.

7 British and Roeman Bemains in the Ficinily of Azxminsler, 43, 44.
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This is every whit we have on contemporary authority
touching Vespasian's campaign; but it has been assumed
that the Dunmonii were ona of the two nations conquersd.

Thus Hoker, in his dntigue Description and Account of
the City of Kxeter 85—

“Tt was also called Augusfa. Of this Name thers were divars
Cities 80 pnamed by the Romans; but this only waes named
Augusta Brifannorum, and so called (ss some thiuk) by the
Romans at the Conclusion of the Peace made at the Siege of this
City, beiween King ARviRacus and VEspasiaN, Colonel of the
Roman Army under Cravpius Aveuerva. The Britons in their
Tongue or Language do call this City by sundry Names; the firet
and eldest in Remembrance is Penhulgoile, that is to say, the
prosperons chief Town in the Wood, as doth appear by GEoPFERY
of Monmouth, and Ponticus Viroxsius, It was aleo called
Pennehallecaire, that is, the chief City or Town upon the Hill, as
doth appear in a Traverse between the Bishop, Dean, and Chapter
of this City, of the onme Parly, and the Mayor, Bailiff, and
Commonalty of the other Party, concerning their Liberties. But
the names which the Cornish People do at these Presents remember
and retain are specially thres, Pennecaire, Caireruth, Caireisie.
Pennecaire signifieth, and iz to say, the chief City. Catreruth
signifisth the red or reddish City, so called and taking the Name
of the Ground and Soil whereupon it ia sitvated, which is a red
Earth, Casreiske is the City of Jsks, being so called of the River.”

In the Exeter volume of the “ Historic Towns" seriea,
Mr. Freeman expresses some lingering faith in the story:

“There i no history of Isca. We have no record to tell us
either when the peninsular hill came under the power of the
Roman or when it passed away from his power. But other
evidence shows that the occupation came ab an early stage of
Roman dominion in Britain, The soil of Exeter has supplied
Roman ceins in abundance, and they go back to the days of Nero
and Claudius. . . . Vespasian, indeed, while atill only an officer
of Claudiug or Nero, fills a great part in local legend. Exeter by
the name, not of Isca, but Penholtheyre, was the most ancient of
the cities of Britain, before the incarmation of Christ. ‘A city
walled and suburb to the same, of the most reputation, worship,
defenss, and defensible of all these parties” The alleged nams is
a singular mixtors of Welch and English ; but something must
have given rise to it. The legend tells how, after the desth of
Claudivs, Arviragus threw off the Roman yoke; how Vespasian,
sent to win back the land, was beaten back by the British king ;
how he landed at Totunes, made his way to Penholtkeyre, besieged
the city, but being again bafflod by Arviragus, betook himself, by

® Brice's edition, 2, 3.
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way of Bordeaux and Rome, to the easior conquest of Jerusalem.
- « « There was a real Arvirague somewhat later, in the time of
Domitian, but it is more likely that the name was put in by some
improver of the story than that any historical eampaign between
bhim and Vespasian lurks in the legend. Bub legend and coins
alike counect the names of Isca and Veepasian, and the slight
notices that history gives of his British exploits may lead us to
believe that it was he who, while Claudius reigned, made Isca an
ontpost of Rome, But this is as far as we dare go.”

Prebendary Scarth in his Boman Brilain® has a strangely
uncertain sound. In one place he avers that Vespasian con-
quered the Belgae and Dunmonii; in another he suggests
that his victories were over the Belgae and the Regni (with
the Durotriges), and adds:

“We are left in uncertainty whether these conquests reached
into Devonshire among the Damnonii.”

Now the whole superstrncture of this assumed Vespasian
conquest is really built on no sounder foundation than the
pardonable pride of Hoker, developing the statement of
Geoffrey of Monmouth, that Vespasian eailed to the Totnes
shore (Tofonesium litus), and marched upon Kairpenhuel-
goit, “ which is called Exeter” (quae Exonia vocatur).

The late Mr, Kerslake dealt a crushing blow at the integrity
of this myth. Suetonius gives no clue to the locality of the
conguests of Vespasian beyond the statement that the Isle
of Wight formed part of them. Mr, Kerslake pointed out
that the words guae Eronia vocaiur are probably the glose of
an “editor” of Geoffrey; and that even if traceable to Geoffrey
they do not occur in the original Welsh chronicles, Brut
Tysilio and Brut Gr. ab Arthur, whence he drew, All these
say is that Vespasian marched uwpon Kairpenhuelgoit. How
then did Exeter get into the narrative? Assuredly not by tradi- .
tion, running through ten centuries and more. The answer
lies in the statement that Vespasian landed at Totnes, and
the identification of the Vespasian Totnes with the Totnes
which we know. But the Totnes of the elder chronicles is
not a town at all. It is the Totnes “shore "—Iitus in Latin,
traeth in Welsh, Even this is short of the limits of corrup-
tion, In its earliest form the word is not even Totnes, but
Taloas (as in the account of the landing of Brutus in the
Brut Tysilio), Mr. Kerslake suggested Christchurch Haven
as Ptolemy’s estuary of Alaunns, the British Talnas, and the
place whence Vespasian advanced on Kairpenhuelgoit, or

¥ Page B3,
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Caer Pensaulcoit, which is precisely represented in modern
English by Penselwood, on the borders of Somermset and
Dorset.

**All that the Roman historians say is, that Vespasian, on his
expedition from Germany to Britain, under Claudiuns, A.n. 47,
fought thirty battles, and subdned two most powerful peoples or
nations, mnore than twenty towns, and the Isle of Wight close to
Britain, The British narrative . . . is, it will be seen, perfoctly
consistent with and complementary of this, It adds to these
details, that Vespasian with a large fleet first attempted to land at
Thanet— Rutupia ; but being repelled by the British King or
General, Gweyrydd, with a nwinerous army, ssiled—westward as the
Boman story shows, landed at a port of which the name has heen
shewn above to be unfortunately obscured by corruption, and
thereby misplaced, but which was certainly famous through sue-
ceeding ages ; and marched to and besieged a city called Penhuelgoit,
or Pensalllelcoil;, the capital, no doubt, of one of the two powerful
nations.”

Mr. Kerslake claimed “Pen Pits” as the shrunken vestige
of this ancient " metropolis.” The suggestion has been
warmly controverted; but General Pitt-Rivers, Mr. Kerslake's
chief opponent, candidly admits

“There is nothing in the result of my investigation which either
favours or disproves the supposition that the spot may have
witneased some euch concerted action of independent tribes at the
titne of Vespasian's invasion,” 3

In my view of the matter Totnes would rather be a sub-
stitution for Talnas than a corruption; since there seems
good reason to regard the origingl Totnes as the title of a
district rather than a town, possibly preserving an older
neme for this western promontory~—certainly than Dunmonia,
it may be than Britain. If Vespasian had landed at Totnes
town, Exeter would be Kairpenhuelgoit without doubt.

It is not only that there is no contemporary authority for the
assumption that Vespasian conquered the Dunmonii, There
is no authority at all; and the balance of testimony inclines
the other way. We have, however, conclusive evidence that
the Belgae were one of the two nations subdued. The lead
mines of the Mendips were worked under Claudins; they
must therefore have passed into Roman hands at this date.
The proof is the finding of pigs of lead at Wookey, Blagdon,
and Charterhousge, bearing the names of Clandius, Britannicus,
and Vespasian. The Isle of Wight was a connecting-link

1 EersLAKER's Primeval British Melropolis, 78, 79.
* Report on Pen Pits, 12, 13, T
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between the Belgae and the Regni, and the latter were in all
likelihood the second people. Between the Regni and the Dun-
monii lay the comparatively unimportant Durotriges. The line
running N.W. and S.E. along the Mendips and the course of
the Stour was a good natural frontier, when the Parret flowed
through unreclaimed marsh lands, and the Dunmouii there-
fore held a position of considerable strength. Mr. Elton
links Dunmonii and Durotriges as occupants of the western
peninsula, from the Land’s End to Southampton Water, and
from the New Forest to the neighbourhood of Ischalis, or
Tlchester, and the valley of the Parret.

‘1t is probable that these Damnonian tribes were isolated from
their eastern neighbours by a wide march of woods and fens.” 8

Most unlikely therefore is it that Vespasian could have
included their conquest, with that of the Belgae and the Isle
of Wight, in one eampaign.

We find & further clue in the statement of Tacitus* that
Ostorius Scapuls, after defeating the Britons by his light
cohorts, drew a line of fortresses by way of frontier
“gsinfesque castris Antonam ef Sabrinam fuvius cohibere

rat.” The second river is the Severn. Where shall we
seek the Anton? The Avon, say some; but Anton i not
Avon. If the Upper or Lower Avon be meant, the idea does
not commend itself as a point of practical warfare. The
Salisbury Avon might serve; of that more anon,

The Nen is another hypothesis: but the Nen is put out of
court by the attitude of the Iceni—for a line from the Nen
to the Severn would have inclnded them in the Roman
territory—even were there any authority for the identifica-
tion, which there is not. The Anton, however, is perfectly
well known as the earlier and still alternative name of the
Test, which falls into the head of Southampton Water, One
of the branches ias the Anton yet. We find it disguised also
in Hampton and Hantonshire, whence Hampshire—and
surviving clearly in the familiar Hants, Ptolemy preserves
it in Trisanton—his name for the great tidal reach
stretching from Southampton to the sea. As Mr. Kerslake
showed, a line drawn from the Test at Scuthampton to the
Severn would cut off the whole western promontory—
Dunmoenia and the Durotriges. So in effect would a line
from the Wiltshire Avon, One of the two we must take.
And if any such line were the effective Claudian frontier

3 Evton's Origing qf English History, 220, 280.
¢ Book xii,
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under Ostorius Scapula, either the conquests of Vespasian
did not extend further westward, or they must have been
lost in the interim. Of the alternative there is no sugges-
tion anywhere.5

British Civilisation.

The initial error of the earlier inquirers into the dawning
history of Britain, lay in the assumption that the Roman
conquest was the triumph of civilisation over barbarism.
That is the Roman side of the story. The British is not
upon record. The Spanish invaders of Mexico had the same
idea; but they threw Christianity into the scales. Such
conclusions are very much matters of definition. Gun-
powder apart, and considering the use they made of the
means at their command, Montezuma and his subjects were
every whit as brave, as intelligent, as industrious, as skilful
in the arts they practised, as well ordered in the public and
private relations of life, as Ferdinand and the Spaniards. In
many things they had the advantage—their postal system
for example. . The British and Roman standards of manhood
and society differed ; but it does not follow of necessity that
the one was barbarian and the other civilised. We have
replaced an Eastern civilisation in India by a Western. But
to speak of the dominions of the Great Mogul as having been
peopled by barbarians would be ridiculously untrue. There
is much in the progress of Roman rule in Britain to remind
us of the extension of British sway in Hindostan.

The Britons had not the same strong central government,
the same iron discipline, as the Romans. They drew their
levies from a narrower. area. They were simpler in their
habits than the average Italian citizen: but they had man-
hood and womanhood enough to maintain the unequal
contest almost without cessation for a century ; and further
on to assert an independence under Carausius and Allectus:
for it was British support that maintained these emperors on
the throne they seized. The British war chariots; the
masterly defensive engineering displayed in the fortification
of their chief towns; their superiority in ship-building;
their mining skill—these are tokens of civilisation, not of
barbarism. Granted that the Britons had no literature
(though Caesar surely ranks the intellectual status of his
Druids high enough) ; that they had not sapped their energies
by effeminate living; that the special immoralities charged

5 If the upper waters of the Anton were the starting point, the route
might be nearly that of the Wansdyke.
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upon them were not those in fashion in the Imperial city;
that their ideas of religion were grim and bloody! The
history of the ancient world yields abundant proof that races
may attain a high degree of moral and physical—even
intellectual —culture without the common use of letters.
Luxury is ever the deadliest foe of true civilisation. As to
religion, even were the Druids all that Caesar and the elder -
antiquaries pictured them, assuredly the Roman pantheon
and ritual could claim no superiority.

But we must discriminate. Primitive Britain was peopled
by many tribes with many characteristics. Elements of the
barbarism of the Stone Age may have lingered on to Caesar’s
time, though even Stone Age folk wore their barbarisms with
a difference. There were degrees of civilization, too, among
the little nations—to use the old phrase—of varying origin,
occupation, and manner of life, which had supplanted them.,
Things close to the eye may be seen least clearly. How often
do we recognize the lingering traces of the tribal distinctions
of these far-back days, in the strongly-marked differentiation
of the men and women of this county or of that} Influences
which struck their roots into the island-life ages before the
Caesarian epoch flourish with us yet. And where lies our
authoritative standard of present-day civilization? Do we
find it in the dull apathy of some remote agricultural village
—in the bustle of some great manufacturing town—in the

r rush for gold of the City—in the misery and squalor of

the East—in the ease and luxury of the West? Yet all these
things go to make up modern England. Whatever progress
and whatever civilization existed in pre-Roman Britain were
doubtless more evenly diffused from their various centres
than with us; and so far, therefore, the change has not been
all a gain.
The picture® drawn by Mr. Elton is that of “petty tribes,
prosperous nations in miniature, already enriched by com-
merce, and rising to a homely culture,” crushed by disciplined
legions and an infinite levy of auxiliaries, who “gained a
province to ruin it by a slow decay.” And this is perfectly
accurate, if we keep in mind that the crushing was a lengthy
process, and never wholly complete. I hardly follow him so
thoroughly in my next citation from his fascinating volume.
We must allow some discount for the natural dislike of
natives of Southern Europe to our ruder seasons; and for
the self-esteem which led the invaders to take all the credit
of improvements to themselves.

8 Origins of English History.
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“The island, when it fell under the Roman power, was little
better in most parts than a cold and watery desert. According to
sll the accounta of the early travellers the aky was stormy and
obscured by continual rain, the air chilly aven in summer, and the
son during the finest weather had little power to disperse the steam-
ing mists. The trees gathered and condensed the rain; the cropa
grew rankly but ripened slowly, for the ground and the atmosphere

" were alike loaded with moisture, The fallen timber obatructed the

streams, the rivers were squandered on the reedy morasses, and
only the downs and the hill-tops rose above the perpetual tracts of
wood. . . . The work of reclaiming the wilderness begen in the
day of Agricola. The Romang felled the woods along the lines of
their military roads; they embanked the rivers, and threw canse-
ways across the morasses, and the natives complained that their

bodies and hands were worn out in draining the fens and extending
the clearings in the foreats.”?

Nor can I reconcile with this gloomy view the pretty
picture quoted by Mr. Elton from Mr. Barues of early Britain
at the end of summer.

“The cattle are on the downs or in the hollows of the hilla
Here and there are wide beds of fern or breadths of gorse, and
patches of wild raspberry with gleaming sheets of flowers. The
gwine are roaming in the woods and shady oak glades, the nuta
studding the brown-leaved bushee. On the sunny side of some
cluster of trees is the herdsman’s round wicker house, with its
brown conical xoof and blue wreaths of smoke. In the meadows
and basing of the sluggish streame stand clusters of tall old elma
waving with the nests of herons. The bittern, coot, and water
rail are busy among the rushes and flags of the reedy merea.
Birds are ‘churming’ in the wood-girt clearings, wolves and foxes
slinking to their covers, knots of maidens laughing at the water-
apring, beating the white linen or flannel with their washing bats :
the children play before the doors of the round steaw-thatehed
housee of the homestead, the peaceful abode of the sons of the
oaky vale. Oun the ridges of the downs rise the sharp cones of
the barrows, soms glistening in white chalk or red with the monld
of a now burial, and others green with the grass of long years.”®

Yet what need have we of quotetion or controversy! There
are landscapes on Dartmoor that have seen no material
change since Roman times; there are scenes on the coast
of Devon that have varied in ne essential feature. We can
very fairly judge of the accuracy of much of this Roman
wailing with our own eyes; and for the rest may bear in
mind t%nat the appreciation of the wilder beauties of Nature (as

T Origins, 218, ® Notes on dncient Britain, 53,
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Lord Monkswell pointed out at Ilfracombe®) was quite beyond
either Greek or Roman.

The Bronze Age.

But our survey is to be particular, not gemeral. Our
concern is with this western peninsula. The status of the
Belgae, the Iceni, the Silures, the Brigantes, imports us
less than that of the Dunmonii And here we are met
at the outset by a remarkable fact. Cornwall and Devon
supplied the bulk of the tin—at one time possibly the whole

—for the bronze users of Europe. Some, no doubt, came

from the East in very early times, as now; but we cannot
trace where the two streams of traffic met. It has become
rather the fashion of late (and fashion runs in literary
clothing as well as in bodily raiment) to assume that the
tin islands of the earliest topographers and historians of the
Greek and Roman world—the Cassiterides—were not
associated with Britain, but with Spain. To me all the
evidence seems on the other side.! And this being so, and
Devon and Cornwall being the only parts of Britain in
which tin is found, they stand forth in the very dawn of
history, as the special source of this rarer ingredient in the
manufacture of bronze for the whole of Europe. TUn-
questionably there is tin in Spain, and a little in France and
elsewhere on the Continent ; and some of these sources were
wrought by the Romans, if not earlier. But ever the Cassi-
terides (or in later days Belerium—surrendered on all hands
to western Cornwall) are named as the centre of the tin trade.
This made M. Wibel suggest that the civilization of the
Bronze Age sprang from western Britain; and inspired M.
Furnet to advance the hypothesis of an independent Bronze

civilization in the West, contemporary with the Bronze
Age of the East, before the arrival of the Kelts.

We have no plummet that will sound the Bronze Age
depths. Only this we know. At Carnon and at Pentuan in
Cornwall there are remains of ancient stream-works more
than thirty feet below the present sea level, which cannot
have been wrought with sea and land in their present
relative positions. We further know that no such change
of level has occurred within historic times, and that, when-
ever it took place, it was slow and gradual, I have suggested
elsewhere that these mining operations date back, nearly, if
not quite, to our local mammoth period. The arguments

9 Presidential Address, Trans. Dev. Assoc. xi.
1 Vide NoTE A : The Cassiterides.
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are too long for reproduction; but I have seen no resson for
abandoning my conclusion. This would give to owr Bronze
Age an almost fabulous antiquity. .

An age of metals is necessarily an age of progress; and
however slow the progress of the Bronze Age may have
been, it lasted long encugh for great edvance. Mr. Evans
held that the use of iron was introduced into the southern
parts of Britain not later than the fourth or fifth century
B.C., and that by the second or third the use of bronze for
implements had practically ceased.

The discovery of an ancient cemetery near Mount Batten,
investigated by Mr. Spence Bate, F.RS., yielded conclusive
evidence touching the breadth of the pre-Roman civilization
of Dunmonia. Mr. Bate treated the interments a3 Romano-
British ; but the leading characteristics of the articles found
have been promounced by Mr. Franks and other antiquaries
to be late Keltic. Instead of being in any sense Roman,
they were the final types of British pre-Roman progress,
though not necessarily of supreme antiquity, nor free from
foreign influence, ' The finds included bronze mirrors, bronze
bracelets ornamented with enamel, bronze fibulae and rings,
a dirk with a bronze sheath, a bronze cup; fragments of a
glass bowl, of black, red, and yellow or drab, pottery; and
the much-corroded remains of articles of iron—including
portions of a pair of shears or scissors, of blades of knives,
and of other things of doubtful purpose. At times, too, in
crevices of the limestone rock at Batten gold and silver
British coina have been found, presumably of similar date,
Such a burial-place and such contents bespeak civilization,
The mirrors are the most important feature of the discovery,
They are elegantly ornamented on the back; differ widely
from bronze mirrors of Roman make; and in type are very
rare. Kindred mirrors, however, have been found at Balma-
clellan, near Bedford, and Sandwich; and in graves at Trelan-
Bahow, St. Keverne, Helston—an important item in the local
evidence,

The Dunmonit,

Mr. Elton assigns to the Dunmonii of Caesar's time “a
superiority of culture which distinguished them from the
inland tribes.” Of the practical side of this he gives con-
clusive proof,

-~ ¢The Damnonians had the advantages of trade and travel, It
appears from a passage in Cmsar's Commenfaries that their young
men were accustomed to serve in foreign fleets, and to take part
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in the Continental wars. The nation had entered into a close
alliance with the ‘ Veneti, or people of Vannes, whose powerful
navy had secured the command of the Channel. A squadron of
British ships took part in the great sea-fight which was the imme-
diate cause of Cemsar's invasion of the island ; and his description
of the allied fleet showa the great advance in civilization to which
the southern Britons had attained. ¢The enemy,” he said, ‘had &
great advantage in their shipping: the keels of their vessels were
flatter then ours, and were consequently more convenient for the
shallows and low tides. The forecastles were very high, and the
poops ao contrived as fo endure the roughness of those seas. The
bodies of the ships were built entirely of oak, stout enough to
withstand any shock or violence. The banks for the oars were
beams of a foob square, bolted at each end with iron pina as thick
#3 a man’s thumb. Instead of cables for their anchors they used
iron chains. The sails were of untanned hide, either because they
had no linen, and were ignorant of its use, or, as is most likely,
becauge they thought linen sails not strong enough to endure their
boisterous seas and windas,”2

‘Who and what were these Dunmonii? They first appear
in history by pame in the pages of Solinus and Ptolemy.
Early writers make sad havoc of their designation. They
are Dunmonii, Dumnonii, Danmonii, Damnonii, and in
Saxon mouths become Donmonii and Domnponii. Such is
their name on the tongues of others. What they called
themselves and their country may have been very different.
Even modern explorers and annexers are not always so
successful in their renderings of native—not to say barbarie
—words, that we should ascribe infallibility in such matters
to the ancient. But unquestionably the name had a native
basis, As Mr. Elton remarks,

“ there were Damnonians or Dumuonians not only in Cornwall
and Devon, but all over Centrsl Scotland, from the sea shore of
Galloway to the mouth of the Tay. The limits of & third
Damnonia can be traced in the midland and western parts of
Treland.” 3

I gather that he regards these spots as so many homes of
the same race; but is not that too wide an inference to draw
from a mere identity of name, which might be as reasonably
founded in a similarity of conditions? If the word means
merely “mountain dwellers,” all iz explained; and we need
hardly doubt that its etymology is Keltie, since in later days
the western Dunmonii distinctly accepted the term as their
proper designation.

* Origins, 230, 231. . * Ibid. 228,
D
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Camden offered two suggestions for its origin:

“If it be not deriv’d from the inexhaustible mineas of Tinn,
found in those parts and call'd by the Britaina Moina [and so
fmplies as much as a hill of mines, for which it bath been always
more famous, then for any other thing ; if I say it be not derived
from thence), it probably comes from dwelling under the moun-
tains.” ¢

Profeasor Rhys® is aggravatingly indefinite, stating a possible
derivation from demno-s “ probably the same ag the Q. Irish
domun, world,” which might have meant the smaller world
of the tribe before taking a wider sense; and supplying
another explanation from the Welsh word deafn {for an
older dumn-~ or dubn-), deep. But, as the Professor frankly
adds, “this is all guesswork "—a remark which has a very
wide bearing upon etymological dissertations,

We can have no exact knowledge of the local name of the
Dunmonii., Dun, however, is the Kornu-Keltic word for a
hill ; which we see in din=a heap, mound, fortified hill, or
fortress; and in dinas=a fortress. We find it too in other
branches of the Keltic, as din in Welsh ; dinn, duan, or dun
in Irish; dinn in Gaelic. It is the same word that appears
in Latinized Keltie place-names, as dintum or dunum. Is
it needful to seek further? The Dunmonii unquestionably
did dwell on high places, in hill fortresses; as remains of their
esrthworks abundantly attest. All that the term, in the
‘West or elsewhere, appears to have implied, was that those
to whom the Romans gave it were mountaineers. This is
paralleled by Camden’s etymology of Durotriges—the name
of the tribe inhabiting Dorsetshire.

¢ Dewr, which in British signifiss water, and T'rig, an inhabitant,
as if one should aay, dwellers by the Water or Sea-side.”

Here our help from Professor Rhys consists in a suggested
equation with the Irish Dartraighi. But dwr and #rig, or
their equivalents, are undoubted Kornu-Keltic. Why then
go afield for that which is lying on the threshold ?

Attempts have been made to find a derivation for the
second syllable of Dunmon, as in Camden’s meina. It may
well be argued that the inflected dunum would answer every
purpose. Or maen =stone, plural meyn, may be suggested.
Or taking dun in its more limited meaning of & fort, the
mon may be thought to represent the word for mountain,
which we find in Kornu-Keltic ag menedh, in Welsh as
mynydh, in Irishk and Gaelic as monadh, and in Gaelic also

¢ Britannia, Gibeon's ed, L 2, 8 Celtic Britain.
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as monedh. This, however, i3 of minor importance com-
pared with the identification of the dun.

The latter point is by no means trivial, if the derivations
here suggested hold good. The form of Keltic spoken in
Dunmonia at the dawn of the historic period, was that which
lingered on in Cornwall to the early part of the last century
—a phase of Kymric or Welsh—the Brythonic of Professor
Rhys, the speech of the second wave of Keltic invaders;
though he declares that the remains of the Dunmonic
tongue in old inscriptions and epitaphs “leave us in no kind
of doubt that the Dunmonii were of the earlier Kelte or
Goidels.” The hypothesis of Professor Rhys is, that the
Kelts of Dunmonis were in part the ancestors

“of the Cornish folk, and that sines the Ogam inscriptions of
Devon and those of allied date in Cornwall were eut, they must
have changed their language from a Goidelic to a Brythonic one.”

But the inscriptions are, roughly, of the sixth century,
and we are dealing with a far earlier period. There are
distinct traces of Irish influence in the West about the date
of these memorials, and Irish influence would supply =all the
Goidhelic features required.’

The Dunmonii were a mixed race. Professor Rhys in his
map of Keltic Britain shows the western peninsula, from the
Lands End to the frontier line of the Stour and Mendips,
in the possession of the Goidhels or Gaels of his first Keltic
wave, with a trace of their Ivernian predecessors running
through central Cornwall across the Tamar. But this is
necessarily a partial view. It is unlikely that modern
Devonians bear any strain of primitive Palmolithic cave-
dweller blood. Remains of the later Stone Age, however,
are too extensive and too general to make it probable that
the Neolithic folk have wholly disappeared. Barrows reveal
that here as elsewhere a longheaded race were intruded
upon and largely dispossessed by a roundheaded, in whom
we may probably identify the earlier Kelts. Between that
epoch and the dawn of recorded history stretches the vast
Bronze Age, affording ample time for a liberal amalgamation

¢ Mr. T.. Eerslake has extended the area of “the ancient kingdom of
Damnonia ™ by tracing remains of Keltic hagiolegy in church dedications in
various western counttes, He finds such dedications in Seuth, Mid, North,
and East Devon, at varions points in Somerset and Dorset, and even in
Wilts and Gloucester. I doubt whether it is safe to sssume in all cases an
extension of secular power on such slender data. The ecclesiasticsl influenca
js clear emongh, But in any case we need not seek forther than the import-

ance sssumed by Dunmonin after the departure of the Romana, for their
origin. (Vide Brit, Arch. Assoc. Journal, xxxiii.)
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of the Goidhels and their predecessors before the second—
the Brythonic or Kymric-Keltic wave— pulsed over from
the Continent, in its turn driving the Goidhels into remote
corners and mountain fastnesses,

How far this process had been carried in Dunmoria by
the Roman advent we may judge by the fact that the speech
had become Brythoric;? and that the old Welsh (as Mr.
Elton says) may be treated as the parent not only of modern
Welsh, but of the Keltic tonguea of Cornwall, Strathelyde,
and Brittany. This to my mind is conelusive that in Dun-
monisa, at the Christian era, the Gaelic or Goidhelic element
had been absorbed, though we have the great authority of
Professor Rhys on the other side.

Even yet, though distinetions of speech save of dialect
have well-nigh died out, there are to be identified in the
more Keltic parts of this country remmants of a short black-
haired stock, different from the tall light Kelts. These (as
Mr. Elton has shown?®) are not merely found in ancient
Siluria, in Corpwall, and partially in Devon, but in Ireland,
the Western Isles, the Midl;ands, and the Fen Country; indeed
generally, where physical conditions afforded shelter to the
fragments of a weak and beaten race. There was smell
racial difference between the Dunmonii and the Silures. The
pages of history teem with the struggles of the latter. “No
disaster or loss of leaders was sufficient to break their
obstinate spirit.” Why is the record of Dunmonia such an
utter blank ?

Roman Eemains in Devon.

Thus far we have done little more than clear the ground.
But although written history is silent as to when and how
the Romans reached Dunmonia, it is certain that they did =o.
‘We enquire therefore for material vestiges to help us on our
way. Prebendary Searth remarks:

“ By degrees the Roman Conquest extended from the estuary of
the Thames to that of the Severn, and extended over Cornwall,
forming what was termed the province of Britannia Prima. Over
every portion of this we find Roman roads and the remains of
elegant villas, as well as Roman camps, maritime fortresses, and
stations along the linea of road.”*

T Professor Rhys guggesta that Britain is named from the Brythonic Eelts ;
that their name of Hrython is cobnected with ¥rethya, cloth; and that
Brython therefore meaut s clothed or clad peopls, as distinet from a naked
race. These he thinks were probably not ﬁeelta, but some aboriginal econ-
tinental tribe, as the Brythona brought their name with them,

8 Origins, 137, 188. ¥ Roman Brilain, 213,
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But this is far toe wide a generalization. It is true of
Somerset ; it is not true of Devon; still less is it true of
Cornwall. That county has revealed no Roman villa; Devon
with certainty only two. Cornwall has no Roman station;
Devon but two. In fact, there are energetic antiquaries
who deny our claim to either. As to Roman “camps,” they
cannot muster half a dozen in both counties, in the est
sense ; and these, with one possible exception, are casnal and
unimportant. Moreover, there iz no indisputable evidence
of Roman roads, save in the merest corner of the Devonian
area.t

Fertile imaginations have indeed run riot in the constrne-
tion of Roman evidences. Perhaps the finest illustration is
supplied by the Rev. H. J. Whitfeld in his Bambles in Devon-
shire. There is a apot called Portbridge near Waddeton, on
the Dart, with a little earthwork on the hill above, That is
all Mr. Whitfeld has for material ; but he gives us the fullest
details of the decay of the “ Roman town” with whose gate
he assumes the bridge was originally connected ; and he is
quite familiar with the conditions of the vanished “ burgh.”
As a romance it is ingentous; the mischief is, the hasty
reader is apt to take this sort of thing for history.

The contrast between Somerset and Devon in the matter
of Roman relics is very striking. It is not merely that traces
of the Bomans have been found in 150 distinct localities in
the former county, independently of roads and doubtful
“camps.” We have forced upon us abundant testimony of their
quiet business oecupation in every part of Somerset, and of
its general absence in Devon. Somerset boasts the important
Roman city of Bath—seat of wealth and luxury—and the
equally definite, though not so extensive, Roman town of
Tchester. There are pavements and foundations of upwards
of forty Roman villas and buildings, some of great extent
and magnificence—the ruins of that at Littleton covering
30 acres. There are traces of Roman mining operations for
lead on the Mendips, with pigs of lead raised and stamped
by them; and, possibly, for iron on the Brendon Hills.
There are sites of sundry Roman potteries with perfect kilng,
and refuge ware by the hundred cartloads. There are Roman
embankments against the Severn Sea., Roman coins are
found io abundance, and moulds for casting them. Burial

! I make no allusion to the forgery fojsted by Bertram on the fair fame of
Richard of Ciremcester, boyond this pessing statement. It sesms to me that
Bertram atarted with the idea of eummarizing Ptolemy and other ancient
anthorities, and was then tempted by hypothesis into imposition,
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urns are common, Miscellaneous articles of Roman use are
many and varied. The materis]l evidence points conclusively
to the widespread peaceful presence of the Roman—patrician
and plebeian—in every corner of Somerset, And what
seems so significant is that the villas come close to our border
and there stop, with two exceptions only in the eastern corner
of Devon, not far beyond the frontier-—mere shadows of the
magnificence of their neighbours,

Take for example the singularly beautiful tesselated pave-
ments of Wadeford, near Chard ; or the still more character-
istic pavements unearthed at East Coker in 1753 (aseribed to
Devon in error then, with the ascription repeated by Mr.
Gomme in his Gentleman's Magazine Library), Here was
depicted—besides other subjects—

“a woman lying in full proportion with an hour-glass under her
elbow, and a flower-pot in one hand ; over her head an hare fiying
from a greyhound, just catching her in his mouth ; at her feet a
bloodhound in pursuit of a doe just before him."”

The meagre ornament of the tesselated pavements of Exeter
makes a very sorry figure by the side of works like these;
and that of the villa at Holcombe in Uplyme seems to have
been poorer still. Of the other Devonian villa, at Hanna-
ditches, near Seaton, we know nothing in this regard.
It was not much, if at all, beyond a farmplace.

The paucity of Roman dwellings in Devon is very note-
worthy. Prebendary Scarth writes:

“Villas are numerous in the more western parts of Somerset,
and especially in Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Dorsetshire, Hampshire
Esle—of-Wight Sussex, Perkshire, Oxfordshire, Northampionahire,

ent, Essex, Lineolnehire, and Yorkshire; also remains of villas
are found in Shropshire and South Wales, "2

These were localities thoroughly under Roman influence and
control. There the Roman country gentleman satisfied his roral
tastes ; and they were probeably in their degree as Romanized
as upland Italy itself. Devon offered few attractions to this
class; Comwall none at all. Mr. Gomme ig quite accurate
when he says,

“No pavement or other indication of settled occupation has
been found in. Cornwall.”

The Romans in Cornwall.

All that is really known of the Bomans in Cormmwall will
be found in the Journal of the Royal Institution of that

! Boman Brilain, 161,
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county, where the papers of the late Dr. Barham, the late
Mr. N. Whitley, and the Rev. W. Iago, bring to a focus
the facts ascertained by previous enquirers, and the results
of the latest investigations.’

The whole may be summarized in few words. There is
no trace in Cornwall of a Roman road; there is no structural
work that can be assigned a Roman origin; there is no
evidence that the Romans ever wrought the tin mines—such
evidence as never fails us in the lead mines of Somerset and
Derby, the copper mines of Anglesey, and iron mines else-
where.

Roman coins indeed have been found at various points, at
times in quantity, suggesting the buried capital of a little
trading post. There are two “camps,” at Tregaer, near
Bodmin, and Bosence, near St. Hilary, which have yielded
undoubted proof of Roman occupation; and similar remains
have been found at St. -Minver, near Padstow. The most
noteworthy relics are two Roman inscribed stones—one at
Tintagel, the other at St. Hilary, both dating in the early part
of the fourth century, bearing the names of the Emperors
Constantine and Licinius. And since Constantine was active
in British affairs there seems no more probable suggestion
than their connection with the march of a small Roman
force into the further West, by whom the earthworks at
Tregaer and Bosence were occupied. Such commemorative
pillars were frequently erected by or for these joint rulers.

Roman Stations in Devon.

Two sure historic links, and only two, connect Rome and
Devon — Ptolemy and the Antonine Itinerary. Indeed,
Ptolemy alone gives an uncertain sound. He simply men-
tions names which the author of the Jtinerary sweeps into
the Roman net. This document is anonymous, and its date
is disputed; but it was probably written in the reign of
Hadrian or of Severus, either early in the second century
or in the opening of the third. The point is only important
to us in its bearing on the date of the Roman occupation of
Devon, for whenever the ltinerary was written Exeter was
in Roman hands. It names Isca Dumnuniorum as a Roman
station, with Moridunum preceding; and though sundry
attempts have been made to prove that Isca of the Dun-
monii (the Romans added the inflective a to the original
uisg) is not Exeter (in other words, that Isca is not Isca, or

3 Vide NotE F: Romans in Cornwall,
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that Dunmonian Izca lay outside Dunmonian territory), they
may be dismissed with briefest note. The last attempt in
this direction—that of Mr. Gordon Hills—-was conclusively
answered by our late lamented member, Mr. J. B. Davidson.

Isca Dumnuniorum occurs in both the 12th and 15th
Iters. In the 156th, which covers the route from Silchester
to Exeter, we have: Calleva—15 miles—Vindomi—21 miles
Venta Belgarum—11 miles—Brige—8 miles—Sorbioduni—
12 miles— Vindogladie—8 miles—Durnonovaria—36 miles—
Muriduno—15 miles—Isca Dumnuniorum. Some of these
distances will not work out for the modern sites identified
with the places named; but the document is obviously very
defective, and the distances between Durnonovaria (Dor-
chester), Moridunum (whichever of the chief claimants to
that disputed station we take), and Exeter, are as exact as
could be reasonably desired.

The 12th Iter gives the same stations from Calleva to
Isea Dumnuniorum (save that the distance between Brige
and Sorbiodunum appears as nine miles instead of eight),
and then continues: Ieucaro, Nido, Bomio, Iscae Ieg IIL
Augusta, Burrio, Gobannio, Magnis, Bravinnio, Viroconio.
Isca Augusta is accepted as Caerleon-on-Usk =1Isca Silurum ;
and it is generally thought that some confugion has arisen in
this Iter by reason of the two Iscast Bishop Clifford,
however, held that this 12th Iter described a circuitous
route from Silchester by Exeter to Caerleon and on to
‘Wroxeter, and carried the road between the two Iscas
through Somerset, suggesting Hembury as Leucarus.

Mortdunum.

Whether Bishop Clifford’s view of the route be taken or
not (and I am afraid the hypotheais will hardly stand the test
of enquiry}, Hembury is cne of the claimants for the site of
Moridunum, and, as I think, the strongest. Tn early days
Hembury Fort was a place of enormous strength, and
Honiton not improbably now represents the elder com-
munity, Sarum is not the only ancient town which for
greater convenience stepped from the hill into the valley. -
Reading Moridunum in Keltic form as Mor-y-dun, and taking
Mor to mean the “sea,” Moridunum was placed by most of
the early antiquaries at Seaton—Bennet, Borlase, Camden,
Gale, Hoare, Musgrave, Salmon, and Stukeley, agreeing in

4 Ptolemy muddles them still worss, Have the two blunders some common
origin
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that view. Further, we have had rdun, near Dorchester,
Horsley ; Topsham, Baxter; Dumpdon, Heineken ; Honitoh,
J. B, Davidson; Salcombe Regis; and High Peak, Sidmouth.
One of the first to suggest Hembury (where an iron lar
was once found) was Mr. J. Davidson; and Mr. P, Q.
Hutchinson agreeing in that view, expanded it at our
Crediton meeting by regarding the station as represented
by the two-mile long promontory from Hembury Fort to
Bushy Knap inclusive. In truth there was never anything
to commend Seaton save the idea that Mor meant “sea.”
- The analogies are all in favour of ap inland site, and as
Maur-y-dun is quite legitimately read the “great hill fort,”
etymology favours Hembury as strongly as Seaton, Moreover,
it was long since shown that Morden actually survives asa
manerial name near Hembury: but all we really know is,
that this station lay between Durnonovaria and Isca, and
that the traveller reached it fifteen miles before he came to
Exeter.

Here the Peutingerian Table does not help us. At first
hand a good fourth-century authority for Tsca, it is silent as
to Moridunum, It shows, however, a road running west
from Exeter, and a certain Ridumo thereon at fifteen miles
distance ; and it has been supposed that by this Moridunum
is meant. But the character of the map can best be judged
from the reproduction.

Tsea.

We return therefore to the Anfonine Itinerary. Itsaspecial
value for us is not merely the identification of Exeter as a
Roman station, but the clear indication afforded that the
city was not only in Roman hands, but hed been held long
encugh to have fallen into place as part of the great Roman
governmental scheme. Hence, although Vespasian as general
was not concerned, Exeter must have been occupied by the
Romans scmewhere between the middle of the first century,
AD, and the date of the Jtinerary—probably within fifty
years of Vespasian, certainly within a hundred and fifty, It
may indeed have been settled under Agricola. And
assuredly no danger could have been apprehended from
the Dunmonian quarter, when Hadrian was devoting all his
energies to wall-building and fighting in the North.®

We know nothing of Exeter before its Roman days. We
assume that it had a British origin, but the assumption is
inferential. No traces of Keltic occupation are recorded;

3 Pide NotE C: Roman Bemaing in Exeler.
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and for all that we have to the contrary, the city might
be as purely of Roman foundation s it is of Roman plan.
But the position was important, It was served by the tidal
headway of the Exe. It commanded the ford carrying the
great western road across that river—call it the Fosseway,
Ikenild, or what you will. The presence of Eastern coins
much older than the Roman intercourse cannot be dismissed
as casual or unimportant.® The existence of a British
Exeter is therefore a necessary article of historic faith,
Still it could hardly have ranked with such great tribal
strongholds as Hembury, or Cadbury, or Clovelly Dikes.
The area of Roman Exeter indeed is some 100 acres; but
this is far beyond the size of any local British settlement;
and the configuration of the ground suggests that Xeltic
Exeter was much smaller. At best it could only have
stood in the second rank of Dunmeonian towns. The physical
features of the site have been modified. A bold peninsular
ridge dominated the marshes along the river, rising on the
north-east into the volcanic hill of Rougemont. Here then
stood the British atrength, commanding, like a mediseval
castle, the road sweeping by its flank, Under the Romans
the town overflowed from the hill to the peninsula; the
road became the main thoroughfare of the city; and Exeter
in most literal phrase “the gateway of the Weast”

From Roman days, then, the real importance of Exeter
springs. The Roman city, replacing the British fort, was
the final westward outpost of Roman civilization. Perchance
for a while the two stood side by side; as in later times the
city had both its Keltie and its Saxon quarters. Some may
see indication of this in the association by Ptolemy of Isca
Dunmoniorum and the station of the Second Aungustan Legion,
to which he gives the same longitude, and a latitude differing

¢ One of the most important features of the discovery of * Phoenician and
Greek coins” at Exeter was the depth at which they were found—even
below the line of the so-called Ikenild. Captain Shortt saw as many as four-
teen or fifteen copper coins of the Ptolemies dug up from a depth of twen
foet—and mentiona eight of Ptolemy Soter. The chief discovery of Gree
coins in Exeter wus in 1810, in making the sewer hetween Fore Street, Broad-
gate, and North Lane. Coins of the Ptolemies and Syria were largely asso-
cinted with Imperial Greok and many bezanta of the Lower Empire, Kindved
asgociation has been noted near Broadgate, as in 1828, And in 1858 » hoard
of Greek and Egyptisn coins was found in a field at Poltimore, in a locality
gimilarly productive on other occasions. Still the manner in which these
Egyptian coins are grouged with othera of far later date makes it unsafe to
rely too much npon them as contemporary commercial evidence. Coins
sometimes remain current for centuries ; and even in the present day & koard
of small lete Roman bave been circulated in the village where they were found
a8 farthings 1
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by ten minutes only. But these ten minutes are ten too
much; and since it is abundantly clear that the Second
Legion occupied the Silurian Isca we may dismiss the sugges-
tion without more ado. The fifth-century Roman army list
known as the Notitia, ignores Dunmonia; and there is no
historical evidence of the presence of a garrison at all.

The walls apart, indeed, the Roman relics found at Exeter
are singularly barren of warlike features. Quiet occupation
seems indicated by the remains of buildings, by the traces
of interments, by the enormous heaps of potsherds, by the
exceptional finds of coins. Commercial aspects are far
more prominent than military. The Exe seems in some
way to have been treated as the Dunmonian boundary ;
and Exeter to have played the double part of a frontier
outpost and a fiscal centre. The full tide of traffic to and
from the West, with its tin mines, flowed through the city
gates along the accustomed road. Customs authority could
be exercised, and tribute levied, with the greatest ease.
Under such conditions wider commercial importance would
necessarily develop. Thus were the foundations laid of
the business activity which has never since deserted the
capital of the West. Capacity for defence dictated the sites
of the older British towns. Exeter, strong by nature,
stronger still in its artificial ramparts, haunted by traders
from all parts of the civilized world, became a great em-
porium ; and has never lost this character.

There is just one other ray of historic light. It comes
from what might seem an unlikely source—one of the con-
troversial works of Tertullian (adv. Judeus).

“ Et Britannorum, inacessa Romanis loca, Christo vero subdita.”

In the opening years, therefore, of the third century there
were parts of Britain, not under Roman rule, where Christ
was truly followed. This was not true of the really barbarous
regions of the North. But there is no part of the island to
which we can more fairly apply the statement than Dunmonia.
It is difficult, indeed, to see what other meaning the sentence
could have, though probably Wales might be included in the
category.

Contemporary Record, which Record alone is truly authori-
tative, finally deserts us here. Further authentic information
touching Roman Devon must be gathered only from Material
Vestiges. We may group these under three heads. (a)
Traces of Residence. (b) Traces of Communication. (c)
Traces of Art and Industry.
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Traces of Roman Residence.

The first head has been already dealt with to cover Isca
and Moridunum, and the villas of Holcombe and Hanna-
ditches. Probable evidence of Roman settlement was
afforded also by the discovery, in 1882, at Stonehouse, of
a little cemetery, presumably of Roman origin. And that
—the so-called “eamps” excepted — practically exhausts
this branch of our subject. Upon “camps” first, and
“roads” second, the most headstrong guessworks tonching
Roman Devon have been reared.

I have said aforetime that no antiquarian error has caused
more mischief, than the unfounded belief that the wvast
majority of ancient earthworks were ever “camps” in the
modern acceptation of that term. If we begin our enquiry
by misteking towns for fortifications, the further we go the
wider from the mark we get. “ Defence not defiance ™ might
have been the motto of the tribes who crowned our heights
with ditch and rampart, well-nigh as truly as of the modern
volunteers, Their cities, set on hills, could not be hid, The
need of protection in a country thickly inhabited by rival
peoples was ever present, The rampart was-as necessary as
the house. But its main purpose after all was less fighting
than living; and slthough great central strongholds were
provided against times of set conflict, the number and dis-
posal of the so-called “camps” are not tokens of the severity
of a campaign, but of the extent and industry of settled in-
habitancy. As links in the chain of proof, even at the cost
of some repetition, take Maiden Castle, Old Sarum, Exeter.
Maiden Castle, replaced by Roman Dorchester, has no history
—nothing but its bounding cincture. Old Sarum invests its
.giant ramparts with the memory of the day when the city
Jeft their guardianship, and descended into the plain,
Deserted, it is not forgotten; nor are its ancient features
wholly Jost. But Keltic Exeter was neither replaced by the
Roman nor abandoned in the early Middle Ages, and the
changes wrought by centuries of occupation have well-nigh
obliterated all traces of relationship to its kin.

Most of these ancient sites have been long deserted; but
many & parish, or village, or hamlet yet continues, directly or
indirectly, from these grass-grown mounds. Without ques-
tion, for example, the Skrinkhills ia the parent of Tiverton.
‘We read this in the names of parishes—as Ashbury, Bigbury,
Berry Pomeroy, Berry Narbor, Broadhembury, Burrington,
Clannaborough, Cookbury, Kentisbury, Modbury, Payhembury,
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Roborough, Thornbury, Ugborough, Wembury, Wolberough.
Or in manors, villages, hamlets, and farms—as Balbu
(Lydford), Battisborough (Holbeton), Berry (Shebbear), Black-
borough (two—Bradninch and Kentisbere), Borough (Northam),
Burraton (Bishops Clist), Burrington (Pennycross), Burrow
(Bratton Clovelly), Burrows (Monkokehampton), Halsbury
(two—Burrington and Parkham), Horsborough and Sher-
borough (Morthoe), Jedborough (Hemyock), Kennbury
Exminster), Kinterbury (St. Budesux), Mambury (East
Putford), Maynbergh (Highweek), Thornbury (Egg Buckland),
Okenbury (Ringmore}, Puttsborough (Georgeham),Sadborough
{Thorncombe), Sherborough (Sutcombe), Wickaborough {Berry
Pomeroy), Whithorough (Kingskerswill), Wibbery (Alver-
discott), Yardbury (Colyton). Nearly fifty of the manors
named in Domesdey give * bury” proof of continuing some
Keltic or Saxon *strength.”

There are existing remains in Devon of some two hundred
of these ancient sarthworks (Mr. J. Davidson mentions more
than thirty within twenty-five miles of Axminster alone),
with evidence in name or record of nigh as many more.
And just as in modern days we range from the tiny hamlet
to the spreading city, so these, their old-time predecessors,
vary in size from the eighth of an acre to eighty acres and
above. Of one hundred and twenty tested a third had an
area of one acre and under only; another fourth had between
one and two acres; a further sixth ranged between two acres
and five. Only a fourth were over five acres; and but half
of these were over ten, The sEill with which some were
fortified is very remarkable; and has again and again excited
the admiration of modern military engineers.’

The number, size, and structure of these earthworks do
not point, then, to barbarism, but to civilization. But
there is not one in the county to which & Roman origin can
unhesitatingly be assigned. Polwhele had a glimpse of this
when he argued from the paucity of Roman evidence that the
Dunmonii had surrendered without any considerable resist-
ance. The few earthworks that have been counted Roman
have superiority over their kin neither in size nor plan,
Quite the contrary. Clovelly Dikes, or the “Dichens,” covers
twenty acres of ground; has a triple rampart fifteen to
twenty-five feet high ; ditches ranging from twenty to forty
paces wide; and exterior defences. There is not the slightest
anthority for giving this great work to the Romans; and
no western “camp ” that can with any shadow of argument

? Vide Note E: Earthworks,
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be claimed for them is worthy for a moment to be named
with it.

There are indeed sundry earthworks in Devon which have
been regarded as Roman because of their rectangular or
assumed rectangular form—notably at Bishops Nympton,
Buckland Brewer, Countisbury, Eggesford, North Molton,
and Bradbury (North Lew). But only two of these have
any real claim to such regularity of outline—Eggesford and
Bradbury; and the most important of the series—Countis-
bury—has no claim at all. At Eggesford the situation is
dead against the Roman hypothesis, and the enclosure may
well be of much later date. Bradbury is distinctly rect-
angular, but has only one entrance instead of the usual
Roman four; and no definite Roman relics have been found
there. The occurrence in the vicinity of such names as
Chester Moor, Scob Chester, and Wick Chester does indeed
seem to give strong countenance to the Roman hypothesis;
but even so the work is no more than an exploring expedi-
tion might readily have raised en route.

Chester, or its variants caster and cester, in place-names, is
indeed generally held to indicate a Roman origin, and is the
commonest of our Roman test words. But all we can really
predicate with certainty concerning it is, that it comes from
the Latin castra, and that it was applied by the Saxons to
certain non-Saxon earthworks. It does not occur in the
Roman names of Romano-British towns or cities; and was
probably introduced into the language through ecclesiastical
influence. No doubt it frequently indicates a Roman site;
but it is further used in a far wider sense to include ordinary
enclosures of quite other than Roman type. Thus in some
parts of Scotland “circular fortifications” are called chesters;
and the term is also applied in southern Scotland, singly or
in combination, to farm places and the like. In Gaelic it is
used as the mere equivalent of “camp.”® Such a use would
be very uncommon with us; but then we have no clue to the
period when these rural Devonian chesters received their
names; and there is not only the possibility, but a strong
probability, that the usage of the South of Scotland, and
I may add of the North of England, has somehow got
transplanted to the West. We have distinct traces of
northern influence in such place-names as Fingle Bridge and
Becky Falls; and we need feel no surprise therefore at the
appearance of the northern application of chester. Add to
this the chance of the Bradbury enclosure being of much

8 Confer JAMIESON’S Scottishe Dictionary.
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later origin, and even of other than warlike purposes, and
the case for its Roman origin is by no means conclusive.
The most liberal verdict must be, “not proven.”

The impress of the Roman is far more plainly seen in
traces of his presence or occupation in such undoubted
British towns as Berry Head, Cadbury, Hembury, and
Milber Down,

If we could confidingly accept all that we are told, Berry
Head, next to Exeter and Moridunum, must have been the
chief centre of Roman influence in Devon. Large quantities
of Roman coins are said to have been found there early
in the last century; and abundant remains of Roman
masonry are stated to have been demolished in the opening
years of the present to make way for the modern rampart.
Unfortunately nothing can be traced of the coins; and the
existence of Roman masonry—teste the enquiries of Mr.
Henry Woollcombe—clearly springs from imagination, rather
than authority. Caesar tells us that the Veneti were
accustomed to place their towns on “the edge of promon-
tories, or upon points of land that ran out into the sea.”
The Veneti and the Dunmonii were in close association;
and this is precisely the manner in which the so-called “ cliff
castles” of Cornwall were formed, by ramparts cutting off
the seaward ends of headlands. Such a rampart crossed
Berry Head long before the advent of the Romans: and
there is no reason for suggesting that they had anything
to do with a reconstruction ; or that the modern general who,
calling the old vallum Roman, made it so, possessed the
slightest antiquarian qualifications. Mr. Henry Woollcombe
was of a different opinion; and the Rev. Mr. Lyte, who had
firm faith in the Roman idea, was only able to advance scant
evidence in support. Still, while we cannot admit that
Berry Head was in any real sense a Roman settlement, it
has afforded undoubted proof of Roman presence.

The finds at Cadbury, assuming that the results enumerated
were Roman, do not necessarily carry us beyond peace-
ful intercourse. Seeing, however, that bronze celts were
customarily classed as Roman a century since, in the
absence of the articles a slightly sceptical attitude may be
pardoned.

Here is clearly the place to note an ingenious hypothesis
by Dr. Hurly Pring. Could it be established, the Roman
origin of most of our older towns would be proven. The
fallacy lies in the assumption—near of kin to that with
which we have next to deal—that pre-Roman Britons were
* VOL. XXIIIL E
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unacquainted with gates. Yet, as we have seen, they had
magnificent town walls !

The suggestion occurs in Dr. Pring’'s paper on “The
Ancient Name and Office of Port-reeve.” Accepting the
view of Professor Stubbs, “that the word port in port-resve is
the Latin porfa [not porfus] where the markets are held,” Dr.
Pring argues,

“that in most, if not all, of the cities or towns in which the
ancient office of Port-reeve . . . is found to exist, thera also, at a
very early period, must have existed a wall, dyke of earth,
stockade, or circumvallation of some kind, and also gates” ;

adding further that there are many towns which

“may nct be able to boast a Eoman name, or even bear the Roman
stamp of chester or caster, and yet by their possession of the name
of Port-reeve the important fact must be held to be established
that they had a Roman existence.”

Aneient Roads.

‘We pass on to our next section.

. The second most fruitful source of pseudo-Romanism is the
belief that the ancient use of the word “street” implied the
existence of & Homan way. This sprang from the twin
assumption that the Anglo-Saxons always unsed the word to
mean a paved road ; and that paving was beyond the powers
or desires of Teuton or Kelt. We must, however, in any
case have more than the mere existence of the ““word” to
sustain such a fabric; for the Saxons called 4 main road a
street, quite apart from its origin or construction, as Watling
Street, and Ermin Street, and Akeman Street, attest. Nay,
tbey applied the term to the Milky Way!® All that the
use of the word by them indicates is importance or anti-
quity. And it is curions to note, that while no road in the
kingdom bespoke more trouble or care than the Fosseway,
that preat road is not called a street, although Stratton-
on-Fosse is found,

Some antiquaries have even treated “way” as a Roman
test word. Yet there is proof that paving waa practised by
both British and Continental Kelts; and raised canseways
through marshes were known among both Gauls and
Germans, Sir R. Colt Hoare, in Wiltshire, traced many
ancient paved roads directly into British villages; and the
central trackway on Dartmoor, the continuation of the

¥ 8o in the Middle Ages, and largely now, by a street is simply msant s
road bounded by houses—paving being & non-essential element.
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western high road from Somerset towards the Land’s End,
is formed with considerable skill. Mr. R. Burpard, who has
followed it some eighteen miles, has described it as ten feet
wide, and in its most perfect portion consisting of a bed of
stones two fto two and a half feet deep.! There has never
been the faintest suggestion that the Romans had aught to
do with this.

So Mr. C. W. Dymond, F.8.4, in a paper on the Abbots
Way at Glastonbury, a wooden corduroy road of high
antiquity, now buried in the marshes, sustaing the theory of
the pre-Roman embankment of the Somersetshire levels,?
and brings cogent argument in proof Folk who could
embank a marsh eould form a road; and folk who eould
carry on mining operations were competent for either,

I need hardly stay to point out that if the occurrencs of
“street” in a place-name is to be pressed into this service the
antiquity of its nse must be proven. If it cannot be carried
back before the Conguest it is worthless for such a purpose,
Some antiquaries almost seem to assume that the word hag
been obsolete ever since; or at least such an assumption is
necessary to make their arguments hold water.

Two very ancient roads entered Devon from the eastward.
There was the coast road, which the Romans nsed as their
route between Durnonovaria and Isca Dunmoniorum, vid
Moridenum, and which somehow, from the antiquaries of the
pre-scientific school, got the name of the Ikenild, without, as
Mr. R. W. Cotton hag shown, the slightest justification. And
there was the main line of the Fosseway, joining the other
from Somersetshire, somewhere near Moridunum. The united
road passed through Exeter, continued in a direct line over
Haldon to the ford of the Teign near Chudleigh, crossed
Dartmoor as the Great Central Trackway to the vicinity of
Tavistock, took the lowest ford on the Tamar, probably at or
near Tamara, and finally passed along the backbone of Corn-
wall to Mounts Bay.

There were several minor roads. Some branched from
Ezeter, others traversed the nporthern and the southern
regions of the county. Unquestionably there was also a
northern route into Cornwall; and there must have been
a southern, crossing the Tamar at what iz now Saltash
Passage. But in these early days ferries were avoided
whenever possible, and main lines of traffic ran by fords,

! Trans, Dev. Assoe. xxi. 431-6. L
* 8 there was reclamation from the sea long before the Romans came, in
Keut.
B2
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This is one of the reasons why the older towns on navigable
rivers are so rarely seated mear their mouths, and so
commonly, as at Exeter and Totnes and Chudleigh, at the
chief fording-place towards the estuary. The material
means of communication must have been adequate to the
special needs and groupings of the centres of population.
Towns and roads of some sort are necessary correlatives,

Several of the ancient roads of Devon were well marked,
especially on the Fosseway route. There was Marwood's
Causeway in Yarcombe, a quarter of a mile long, crossing
a flat, boggy part of the hill. There was a causeway at
Street, in Rockbeare, Alphington Causeway, from the ford
of the Exe, was another important work; and about the
middle of the last century it was remarked of the continua-
tion through Kenn:

i Not bolder remaing in the kingdom of such ways exist than
from the passage over the Exe throngh Kennford to Newton. It
appears with a high crest most part of the way.”

Near Totnes an ancient road was raised, and partly paved;
and there was & paved road between Clovelly Dikes and
Clovelly Glen.

That Roman travellers used such ancient ways is certain;
but with one exception, to be dealt with presently, no road,
either in Devon or in Cornwall, shows the slightest trace of
Roman handiwork. These roads were originally claimed as
Roman by the enthusiastic antiquaries of the last century;
mainly, as we have seen, because the Britons were held too
barbarous to have invented them: and Roman in the popular
view they have remained. If the Britons could not make
them, the Romans were the inevitable alternative. Dr
Borlase made up his mind that Stratton meant  Street-town,”
and that a “ street-town ¥ must be on & Roman road. So he
mounted Stratton church tower to look for this Roman road,
and presently saw three! TUnluckily we cannot be content
to gaze through eyes of faith like hia.

Stratton indeed has been the sheet-anchor of the Cornish
Romists from the days of Carew down? There has rarely
been a more signal example of misplaced confidence; for
Stratton is merely a corruption of an earlier name It
occurs in Domesday as Stratone, which might serve; but we
find it nigh two centuries earlier in quite another form—in

Aelfred’s will, wherein he leaves to Eadweard land at Straet- |

naet,in Triconshire; Straetnaet being Strattor, and Triconghire
¥ Survey of Cornwall, 117,

- il
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the current Saxon name for Cornwal], which partially survives
yet in the Hundred of Trigg and the Deaneries of Zrigy
Major and Trigg Minor.

These spurious etymologies are most misleading. Another
antiquary claimed the “ Romanpsleigh ridge” es the line of a
Eoman road, simply on the score of its prefix. It was a
simple bull. This “Roman” is an Irish-Cornish bishop=
Rumon, patron saint of Romansleigh parish.

Fosse* again has been pressed into the service; but fosse,
as the dialectic »oss, is applied to causeways elsewhere,
which no one has dreamt of calling Roman ; as, for example,
the raised tidal road across the creck at Newton Ferrers,
which has no cther name than “the Voss.”

Such are the flimsy warp and woof whereof the Devon-
Roman road fabric has been woven. But we must not be
too hard on the elder antiquaries. Even in the present day
we are told, on high authority, to regard the stele erected in
honour of Constantine at St. Hilary, in Cornwall, as a Roman
milestone, though it gives neither name of place nor distance.
The proof seems to work out thus: The stone must be a
Roman milestone, because it lies near 5 Roman road. The
road must be 3 Roman road, because it runs near a Roman
milestone. Q.E.D.

Now while the Romans, as a rule, greatly improved the
old British roads used by them, and opened new routes to
suit their needs, here in the West they seem to have been
mainly content with the trackways found ready to hand.
The relations of the Fosseway and the so-called Ikenild,
and their branches, to the sites of ancient earthworks, show
their pre-Roman origin. Nor can we be absolutely sure
that we have Roman improvements in “Marwood’s Cange-
way,” the Alphington Causeway, and their kin. Works of
this kind were frequently undertaken as acts of mediseval
piety, and short of record or of clear atructural proof, some
Toom for doubt must always remain,

There seems, however, indisputable evidence of Roman
road-making in Devon at one point—the only work of a
permanent character which can be definitely assigned to the
Romans west of Exeter,

Teign Bridge was rebuilt in 1815, and Mr. P. T. Taylor
contributed to the proceedings of the Society of Antiguaries®
an account of certain discoveries then made. The bridge

f Really u ditch or trench, but used in the same double eense ne dyke. It
ocears in Welsh, Gaelic, Erse, and Armorie.
¥ Areheologia, xix. 308,
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removed was a rough two-arched structure of grey lime-
stone. This had been partially built on the springs of a
five-arched bridge of red sandstone, of excellent workman-
ship. Below the first and third arches of the red bridge
rhomboidal frames of osk were discovered bedded in loose
stones and gravel. Thess Mr. Taylor regarded as the basis
of an earlier woeden bridge. Finally, underneath this frame-
work, at the third arch, were the piers of a fourth bridge of
fine white freestone, ashler-laid, standing on wooden plat-
forms. Mr. Taylor held that the grey limestone bridge was
sixteenth-century work, the red sandstone bridge thirteenth-
century, the wooden bridge as old as the Conguest, the
white freestone bridge Roman.

Dealing with these facts at the Newton Abbot meeting of
the Aassociation Mr, J. B. Davidson® inclined to give the grey
limestons bridge to the seventeenth century ; was enabled by
the aid of Bishop Lacy’s registers to assign the red sandstone
bridge its proper date of 1434 ; and produced strong evidence
that the wooden bridge was built about 1084—the Hundred,
which in 1085-6 was mentioned as Tanebridge, being called
Taintona in 1083-4. He accepted the Roman origin of the
white freestone structure, for he suggested that the older
route from Exzeter over Haldon by Chudleigh waa taken
because “the site of Chudleigh Bridge was then just above
the head of the tide-flow of the river Teign™; and that
when this was found inconvenient, the deposits in the valley
having accumulated and forced the sea back,

“the Roman engineers thought it worth while to effect a lower
crossing over the Teign, and thus amongst other things get a
shorter route to Totnes.”

At the same meeting of the Association Mr. R. W, Cotton
considered the point in his paper on “Some Ancient Roads
in South Devon,”? and held that both the timber framework
and the white freestone piers were Roman—*a timber frame-
work on stone piers,” being “really the most common form
of the Roman bridge” If a0, the change of name indiecated
by Mr. Davidson might point to a repair which had brought
the dilapidated structure into use again,

Whatever the exact detail of the explanation, we find
that there was a bridge at Teignbridge when Domesday
was compiled, to which it is more easy to give a Roman
origin than any other. Moreover, this earliest bridge was
led up to by & paved causeway ten to twelve feet wide; and

¢ Trans. Dev. Assoc. xvi. 444-452, ¥ Ibid, xvi. 458-79.
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we further have the authoritg of Mr, Taylor that about the
year 1812 a widening of the modern causeway revealed
pavements and traces of old buildings in every direction.

‘We can only speculate as to when this work was done;
but we may well believe it to have been far on in the
Roman occupation, when a more convenient access to the
southern parts of Devon than the mountain road across
Dartmoor afforded was desired. It locks much more like
the improvement of an old route than the formation of an
absolutely new one, cutting off the défour by Chudleigh.
The probable date in such case would be early in the fourth
century, just when the soldiers of Constantine and Licinius
seem to have made their march into Cornwall Mr. R. W,
Cotton sums up thus:

“On the whole it may be considered to be not improbable that
Teignbridge was the farthest point to which the Romans had com-
pleted their strictly military way in this direction ; because to this
point the road from Exeter had, so far as may be determined from
the remains, the characteristic rigid and decided aspect of the roads
over which the legionaries were accnstomed to march, . , . Beyond
the valley of the Teign the road unmistakeably takes a different
character, and is lesz prenounced. The Roman engineers may have
been baffled by the nature of the country, which is not likely; but
the road follows the devious winding and irregular course, which
is more characteristic of a British trackway, as if it were an adap-
tation of such an earlier way rather for commercial than for
military traffic.”

Objects of Roman Art and Indusiry.

This brings us to our third and last head of material
evidence—objects of Roman art and industry. These are
chiefly coins,

The testimony of coins needs cautious handling. In the
vast majority of cases we cannot be sure of the date of their
deposit. Lacking this mere casual occurrence has no historie
value. The coin may or may not have lain where it is found
from Roman times. It may or may not have dropped from
Roman hands. In many parts of Africa and Asia there are
European productions which no Europeans ever carried
thither. We may be perfectly sure that many Roman coing

into British custody, and that some must have found
their way by this means to their long resting-places. With
hoards the case is different. And the cumulative evidence
of individual finds in one locality may take rank as positive
proof. Most of the discoveries of Roman coing in Devon
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come under one of these two heads. Still we are bound to
encourage a spirit of wholesome scepticism. Nor must we
forget that, even if fully authenticated, the simple occurrence
of coins is merely evidence of presence, not of occupation.
For a practical folk no people ever developed the faculty of
losing money like the Romans. They seem hardly to have
taken a walk without dropping some of their loose cash. In
all probability there has been no single year since the
Romans left that Roman coins have not been found at Exeter;
and even yet the chances are that a pit could not be dug six
feet deep near the centre of that city without gleaning some
such pecuniary reward.

The need of caution will be further recognised when it is
seen that, outside Exeter, there are not a dozen places in
Devon yielding Roman vestigia other than coins. Moreover,
we must bear in mind that some unintentional dispersion of
money is inevitable round every civilised centre of industry
and traffic; and that no reasonable hypotheses of the con-
dition of Dunmonia during the Roman era could exclude
the circulation of Roman currency in native hands.

There must have been many unrecorded discoveries of
Roman coins in the county; but it is significant that those
which are known group themselves distinctively in special
spots and districts. Thus, to the east of Exeter, among the
hill-forts of the Dorset border, in seaside towns like Seaton
and Sidmouth and Lympstone,and at various points near the
line of the great western road, coins have been found in
some score of localities. They likewise occur on and near
the continuation of this road, as at Kenton, Haldon, Hennock,
Bovey, Ilsington, and Ashburton, with one find on the west
of Dartmoor at Whitchurch. We get them sparingly and
casually, save at Kingskerswell (possibly Berry Head),between
this line and the coast at Teignmouth, Torquay, and Paignton.
In and about Plymouth they have been found, only once in
quantity (the Compton Gifford hoard), in some dozen places.
But throughout the whole of the South Hams we have merely a
small cluster at Bigbury, and a stray example at North Huish.
We trace them up the Exe Valley, at Cadbury, Bickleigh,
Tiverton, Bampton, and eastward over the Somerset border, to
a hoard at Wiveliscombe., They occur in the valley of the
Creedy at Crediton, Poughill, Woolfardisworthy, Morchard
Bishop, further north at East Worlington, and further west at
South Tawton. Here and there they range from Somerset
over the Devon Exmoor, with a stray example of the later
emperors as at Instow and Bideford.
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And this is the whole story, The west of the county is
barren ; the north and centre nearly barren: the eastern and
southern coasts, and their back country, with the valleys of
their leading rivers—the Exe and Creedy and Teign and
Bovey—have all but a monopoly.

Another point not without meaning is the method of
association. As & rule the groups represent chiefly the earlier
or the later emperors, Only here and there, as at Exeter,
does one period run into the other, and suggest continuity of
evidence or intercourse. Reasoning on such lines must be
tentative. Coins, as a rule, circulate long after the men and
women whose effigies they bear have passed away. When,
however, we get coins of the same reigns specially grouped
together in different localities, some kindred factor does
seem to be indicated. At least, the point has to be con-
sidered. And so when we find, as we do find, that the great
western hoards, whether in Devon or in Cornwall or in
Somerset, are chiefly of the lower empire, we are bound to
suggest that there was some common motive for this wide-
spread contemporanecus hide and seek. The belief in the
security of private property could not have been very firm,

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, which assigns the cessation
of the Roman rule in Britain to the year 409, says that
in 418
% the Romans collected all the treasures that were in Britain ; and
some they hid in the earth, so that mo one has since been able to
find them ; and some they carried with them into Gaul”

The date given is quite near enough to lead us to connect
certain of the hoards with some such general action.

Thus looked at, we find that the coina of the Exe Valley
belong chiefly to the earlier group until we reach the hoard
at Wiveliscombe, which is of the lower empire ; that those of
the Creedy Valley are also early ; that those of Haldon and
southern Devon come mainly in the same category, the chief
exceptions being the hoards of Kingskerswell, Bigbury, and
Compton, and the coins found at Bovey; that the North Tawton
find is of the lower empire ; and that the east of Devon, like
Exeter, yields coins of all periods .of the Roman occupation,
the hoards of Musbury following the general rule of being
of the later group.

There is in this, it seems to me, ample proof of intercourse
-—with Exeter as a centre—from the earliest period that can
be assigned to the advent of the Romans in Devoen—say the
latter part of the first century : but that when we reach the
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fourth century we find ourselves also in the presence of
scattered Roman settlements, possibly, in the main, of an
individual character, yet so far connected aa to be moved by
a common feeling of insecurity.

Departure of the Romans.

The departure of the Romans from the island did not
directly affect its material prosperity. It is instructive fo
note how Britain had grown in exterior estimation. TUpon
the failure of the abortive expedition of Caesar the island
wag regarded as not worth the trouble of conquest. The
Romans were not only pugnacious but practical. They
hoped that Britain would be their Indies, and at first expecta-
tion was defeated. But the resources of the country were
goon better known. Marctanus Heracleota, who flourished
about the end of the third century, lauds Albion in glowin
terms, It contained thirty-three nations, fifty-nine celebrateg
towns, forty noble rivers, fourteen lofty promontories, one
notable chersonesus, five spacious bays, three notable harbours,

Gildas, who wrote in the sixth century, by his praises of
the land and his censure of its inhabitants, quaintly recalls
the lines—

““Where every prospect pleasea
And only ma.nsg vile”

Tt iz enriched by the mouths of two noble rivers, the Thames
and the Bevern, &s it were two arma by which foreign luxuriee
were of old imported, and by other streams of less importance.
It is famous for eight-and-twenty cities [civitatibuz), and is em-
bellished by certain castles, with walls, towers, well-barred gates,
and houses with threatening battlements bmilt on high [more
literslly : twenty-eight cities and some castles, the high-reared
menace of whose walls, embattled turrets, gates, and dwellings
wag fixed upon strong heights, and gathered farther strength
therefrom), and provided with all requisite instruments of defenca.
Tts plains are spacious, its hills are pleasantly situated, adapted for
puperior tillage, and its mountaing are admirably calculated for the
alternate pasturage of cattle, where flowers of various eolours,
trodden by the feet of man, give it the appearance of a lovely
picture, It is decked like a man’s chosen bride, with divers
Jewels, with lucid fountains and abundant brooks wandering over
the anow-white sands ; with transparent rivers flowing in gentle
murmurs, and offering a sweet pledge of slumber to those who
recline upon their banks; whilst it is irrigated by abundant lakes,
which pour forth cool torrents of refreshing water.”® .

8 @ILpas, Giles's translation,
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The History of uncertain date, commonly assigned to
Nennius, enumerates, not twenty-eight cities, but thirty-
three; and it is curious that neither is Exeter among them
nor any Dunmonian town, unless Cair-teim be Ptolemy’s
Tamara (7). The omission of Isca is very remarkable. Can

it be possibly cormpted into «

gusteint " ?

These cities, as identified by Dr. Giles, but more than
doubtfully to my mind in several cases, are:

Cair obranc

”
»
n
¥

n

ceint .
gurcoe
guorthegern
gusteint
guoranegon
pegeint

guin trois .
mer_din
peris .
lion .
mencipit
caratanc
eer .
gloui
Tnilid
grant
daun or dauri
britoe
meguaid .
mauiguid
ligion

guent

collen
londein
guorcon
lerion
draithon
pensansleoit
teim .,
urnahe
celemion

loit coit

a

York.

Canterbury,

Anglesey ().

Unknown (Vortigern),

Carnarvon.

‘Worcester.

Silchester (slsewkiere said to be Car-
narvon, from the river Seiont).

Norwich or Winwick.

Carmarthen.

Porchester,

Caerleon-on-Usk.

Verulam.

Catterick.

Cirencester.

Gloucester.

Carlisle.

Cambridge.

Doncaster or Dorcheater.

Bristol.

Meivod.

Manchestor.

Cheater.

Winchester, or Caerwent, Mon,

Colcheater, or St. Colon[!], Cornwall.

London. .

‘Worren or Woran, Pembroke,

Leicester.

Drayton,

Pevenaey.

Teign-Grace [1]).

‘Wroxeter,

Camalet, Somerset.

Lincoln.

Dunmonia would seem to have taken the lead in the
defence of the independence of Britain after the departure
of the Romans. Nenniug and Gildas are the only con-
temporary or quasi-contemporary authorities; and Nenniug
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is scant of information, while Gildas is confused. Thus
much, however, may be made out. When Britain was left
to itself two parties were formed. Of one Vortigern was the
head—a pure-bred Briton, king of the Dimetae; of the
other, according to Nennius, Ambrosiusa was chief, half
Roman by the mother’s side and son of the Dunmonian
monarch—himself the great king among the kings of Britain,
Gildas makes Ambrosius a member of the Roman nation,
descended from parents “adorned with the purple” Yet he
calls him also a son of Constantine of Dunmonia, which is
odd, seeing that the only direct reference of this primitive
and melancholy father of British history to the West of
England is the declaration with regard to oath-breach—

“of this horrid abomination Constantine, the tyrannical whelp
of the unclean lioness of Dunmonia is not ignorant.”

Geoffrey of Monmouth again, or his authorities, makes
Constantine, king of DBritain after the departure of the
Romans, a brother of Aldroen, king of Armorica; marries
Constantine to a lady descended from a noble Roman
family ; and gives him three sons—Constans, Aureliug Am-
brosiug, and Uther Pendragon. Aureliug, elected king, defeats
and burns Vortigern in the town of Genoreu, and with the
aid of allies from Armorica repels the Saxons,

But to go further would be to travel beyond my present
purpose. The object of these later citations is served when
they have shown that Dunmonia had not lost its nationality
during the Roman occupation. Obscured that nationality
may have been, but it was never extinguished,

General Conclusions.

The conclusion of the whole matter, as it seems to me, is
this: Prior to the Roman invasion Dunmonia, understanding
by that term Devon and Cornwall, up to the natural frontier
formed by the marshes of the Parret and the hilly region of
western Dorset, was one of the most highly civilised parts of
Britain. Tin had been raised here for the manufacture
of bronze from a time, even then, of fabulous antiquity.
Commerece had flourished, not merely with the Continent, but
with the East, long ere the dawn of recorded history. Inter-
course with adventurous strangers had increased chances,
extended knowledge, widened sympathies, elevated aime, The
skill of the natives was not limited by such simple minin
operations as remained unchanged in the remoter nooks o
our mootlands within living memory. The Dunmonii had
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learnt to work in bronze and iron with ease and taste; they
were able potters; they shared with their allies across the
Channel the capacity of building better craft than formed
the Roman fleets.

They were a numerous as well as a cultured people—so
numerous that herding and farming must have prospered to
maintain the needed food supply. Fenced hamlets and
villages were frequent among the wide-spread woodlands.
Fortified towns dotted the hills, so great and strong that
vast cinctures yet remain to rouse our wonder and compel
our admiration. “Good Lord!” exclaims that sober peri-
patetic, old Leland, as he gazes upon Camalet,

“what deep ditches, what high walls, what precipices are here !
In short I look upon it as a very great wonder, both of art and
nature,”

These centres of population were linked by well-worn
trackways. The men who could raise such ramparts; who
could dam the salt-marshes of adjacent Somerset; who could
form stream-works, with their banks and ditches, pits and
leats—such men were clearly able to make and maintain
roads: nor could any people have reached thus far on the
march of civilisation without them. (I wonder, however,
what would be thought of our status as a civilised nation
if we had to be judged by the shortcomings of certain
Highway Boards.)

In this corner of the island the Romans found a race
numerous and skilful, civilised, well capable in numbers and
in natural resources of self-defence, habituated to strangers,
profiting by commerce. That race was never conquered;
for history is silent, and material record blank. Men who
shared the blood of the gallant Silures would not submit
lightly to a foreign yoke. But the Romans did not tolerate
the absolute independence of anybody. Hence the position
of Dunmonia during the Roman occupation must have been
near akin to that of a tributary state in India at the present
day. There would be an acknowledgment of suzerainty—
little more than nominal; a certain rendering of tribute—
inevitable when Rome seized control of the great western
road or roads; such an amount of formal occupation as we
see in the presence of a resident and his staff at the court of
a native Hindoo prince; the occasional passage to and fro of a
small force for some special purpose—perchance to communi-
cate direct with the chiefs of the subordinate tribes between
whom, from all contemporary analogy, we must assume that
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an area so extensive as Devon and Cornwall was divided.
Beyond this simply the periodical visit of the Roman trader
—a welecome guest—or his constant presence in some favoured
locality. And this is all, nay, more than all, that we have a
right to predicate. Possibly there was some little friction in
egtablishing these relations: if so it was slight and quickly
over; while the position taken by the Dunmonii immediately
on the departure of the Romans, shows that their autonomy
could not have been seriously affected.
Such is the picture I would sketch of Roman Devon. So
far as its outlines are historical, or sustained by reasonable
. interpretation of attested fact, I suggest it for considera-
tion. These are its only claims to notice; but I trust you
will not think that either your time or my own has been
wasted, in this effort to delineate more clearly and more
accurately than of old, the passing phases of one of the
most obscure, most interesting epochs, in the history of our
baloved Devon,
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NOTE A—THE CASSITERIDES.

To justify the conclusion adopted in the text, it is desirable to
discuss the identity of the Caseiterides at length. The locality of
these islands is the most important problem in the early history of
‘Western Britain, If they were British the notices of this quarter of
the country in early writers are by comparison somewhat numerous.

For many years it has been the accepted belief that they com-
prized the Scilly Isles, and possibly the neighbouwring perts of
Cornwall, which, from the sea, have a very insular aspect. Recent
opinion has veered southward, snd Mr. Elton,! with others, assumes
that the Cassiterides were the islands in the meighbourheod of
Vigo Bay and Corunna, on the north-west angle of the coast of
Spain. Tin is found in Spein, and was raised there in early times ;
but the Cassiteridea break into notice as the ehief source of that
metal, and Cornwall and Devon have occupied that position
throughout the historic period down to the modern developmenta
in the East.

There iz grave danger, paradox as it may seem, of over-confidence
in relying upon the obvious; but this is no reason for rushing to
the other extreme, If the Cassiterides were the chisf source of
ancient tin, then we must look to Western Britain for the Caaesite-
rides. If each of the ancient writers who mention the Cassiterides
be infallible, then we have some half-dozen tin-bearing archi-
pelagoes instead of one ; for their descriptions cannot be reconciled.
But since we know that most of them wrote from hearsay, and
that the geographical information of the elder world was weak,
it is surely the wisest course to construe their statements by
the context of physical facts.

The ecarliest traveller into these regions who hus left a record is
Pytheas. He, somewhere in the second half of the fourth century
B.0. {c. 330), sailed from Marseilles on a commercial voyage of
discovery. The Gresk iraders there wished to share the profitable
trade which the Carthaginians carried on beyond the Straits of
Gibraltar, especially to the Cassiterides. Fragments of the narra-
tive of Pytheas have been preserved. These show that he did
visit the Cassiterides, and that he came to Britain, where be apent
some time, passing on to Thule. According, however, to Mr.
Elton?

“he does not seem to have been so far a3 the tin districts in the West,
and it is remarkable that ke gives no hint which would lead one to
suppose that there was any commmunication between them and the
Continent.” .

1 Origing o tish History, 186.

3 mge{dfrgd by Pm‘?:ozor Rhys in his Celtic Britain, 7.
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Yot, a3 T have said, Britain was undoubtedly the chief source of
tin ; while there is evidence in Cornwall that tin ore was raised
when the land stood at least thirty feet higher than now, approxi-
mating to the submerged forest era, a time eo remote sz to be
altogether beyond historical ken. If, then, Pytheas did not reach
these western shores he must have failed in the main object of his
voyage. All is explained, if the earliest navigators and coemeo-
graphers were ignorant that what they called Britain and what
they called the Cassiterides, were parts of the same country.

It ia perfectly true that the Cassiterides are commonly treated as
baving relations with Spain rather than Britain. But this is quite
patural, when we bear in mind that Spain was the sterting-point,
and that the continuation of the western prolongation of Britain
with the main island was a matter of no importance to those who
wore only concerned with the oversea tin trade. The Cassiterides
are always, however, spoken of as distinet from Spain, and in e
manner which would be misleading if applied to the mere insular
dependencies of the Spanish coast. The direct passage to Britain
from the Continent would be over the Channel to Kent—hundreds
of miles away from the tin. There was nothing to call the
Carthaginians thither, and what routes the trafic may have taken
later on has nothing to do with our present enquiry.

Posidonius, however, abont a couple of centuries later than
Pytheas, admitiedly visited, not only Britain, but its tin-producing
districts. He is one of the chief authorities for Diodorus Siculus,
in whom we read that tin was dug up among the barbarians
beyond Lusitania (*above the country of the Lusitanians”), and
in the little islands lying off Iberia “in the ocean,” thence ealled
Cassiterides ; while much was transported out of Britain into
Gaul—assertions not inconsistent with the identification of the
Scilly Isles with the Cassiterides proper, though the traces of
ancient tin-workings there are not more prominent than upon the
islets of Vigo Bay; and the name may even have become a general
term for a stanniferous island. But by this time the overland
route was in operation.

It iz much more to the purpose that we find Pomponiua Mela,
himself a Spaniard, and therefors presumahly well informed about
the products of his country, declaring explicitly that

“among the Kelts are several islands, all called by the single nams
of the Cassiterides, because they abound in tin.”

The evidence of Strabo is not less foreible :

“ Northwards and opposite to the Artabi are the islands called the
Casaiterides, situate in the high seas, somewhere about the same latituda
as Britain,” .

Nor is hiz remark without significance that Publivs Crassus
taught the voyage thither to all that were willing, “although it
was longer than the voyage to Britain,” Of course it was a longer
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voyage from Spain to the West of Britain for tin, than merely
to sail acrosa the Channel.

So we find Polybius associating the “ Britennic Isles and the
working of tin,” and speaking of “the gold and silver mines of
Iberia” And Pliny describes the Cassiterides as “ex adverso
Celtiberias,” repeated by Solinus (c. A.p. 80) a8 “adversum Celfi-
beriae lafus” —phrases bard to sirain into the Iberian ranks,
Asthico, moreover, uses the same kind of phraze of the Britannic
Isles as the others of the Cassiterides—*gua in aversa parte
Galligrum.”

That there was a well-accustomed passage from Spain to Britain
in the middle of the second century is proved by Aeliue Aristides,
in his mention of the great island opposite the Iberians, to which
expeditions of all kinds went and returned at convenient seasona,
thousands of noble and private persons frequently going over
Such an island could only be Britain; and, sllowing the utmost
discount for pardonable exaggeration, this evidence of direct and
regular intercourse, which could not have been of very recemt
growsh, is conclusive,

Festus Avienns, whom Mtr. Elton rather harshly calls “a foolish
writer,” has preserved for us some details of the voyage of discovery
of the Carthaginian Himilco. The narrative of Avienus, to use
Profeasor Rhys's milder phrase, is certainly confused. Yet from this
and other sources we do seem fo gather, as it appears to me, that
Himileo reached thess partse At least it was after visiting the
Cansiterides that he was driven south to the Sargasso Sea. Avienus
introduces ue to the Oestrymnian Gulf and the Oestrymnian Isles,
“rich in tin,” which have been identified with the Cassiterides,
According to him these isles were two duys’ sail from Hibernia in
boats covered with hides—the still-continuing coracle—and hard
by again was Albion.? The Oestrymuian Isles wore clearly not in
Vigo Bay; nor is it quite easy to see why Himilco should have
been driven so far to sea from that part of the Spanish coast ; while
off the Lands End he would have been the sheer sport of the
Atlantic.

We are compelled to note bow strongly the idea of the insular

¥ The passage from Avienus, as translated by Keorick in his Phoenicia
{p- 217}, runs thus: -

“ Beneath this promountory spreads the vast (Batrymnian Gulf, in which
rise out of the sea the istandas (Estrymnides, scattered with wide intervals,
rich in metals of tin and lead, The people are prond, ¢lever, and active, and
all engaged in incessant cares of commerce. They furrow the wide rough
strait, and the ocenn abounding in sea monsters, with & new species of boat.
For they know not how to frame keels with pine or maple, aa others use, nor
16 construct their carved barks with fir; but, strange to tell, they slways
equ.i[{.their veasels with skins joined together, and often traverse the salt sea
in a hide of leather, Itis two days sail from hera to the Sacred Island, as
the ancients called it, which sp s & wide space of turf in the mldqt of the
waters, and is inhabited by the Bibernian people. Near to this again is the
broad island of Albion.”

YOL, XXIII, ¥
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character, not only of Cornwall, but of other parts of the Britieh
mainland, had fixed itself in the ancient topographic mind, Solinus
writes :

“ A stormy sea divides the Silurian ieland from the reglon held by the
Dunmonian Britons” — Siluram quogee insulam ab ora guam gens
Britanna Dunmenii tenent turbidum fretum distinguit.

M, Elton suggests that the Silurian *island ” is Wales, which
is highly probable. Seilly, indeed, is the only possible competitor ;
but it could hardly be said of Scilly that the inhabitanta atill kept
to the ancient ways, had neither warkets nor money, but traded by
barter, and were devoted to the worship of the gods, showing great
ekill in divination,

We may assume, however, that Scilly is the island referred to
by Sulpicius Severus {early fifth century) in the passage:

“Instantiug superius ab episcopis damnatium diximus in Sylinam
inmlam quae ultre Britanniam situs est deportatus”

The distinction which obtains eleewhere between Britain and the
Caassiterides, is still observed here in the statement that Scilly is
beyond Britain.

But whatever doubts may be held to attach to the identification
of the Cassiterides, no one has ventured seriously to question that
Devor and Cornwall constitute * that promontory of Britain which
is called Belerium,” described by Diodorus Siculus after Posidonius,
the inhabitants of which were *very fond of strangers, and from
their intarcourse with foreign merchants civilised in their manner
of life.” W are all familiar with this testimony to the high
character of our long-vanished predecessors. Posidonius was
equally struck by the fashion in which the natives prepared the
tin, *“working very skilinlly the earth in which it is produced.”
And then we light upon a passage which has proved more contro-
vergial even than references to the Cassiterides. Diodorus states
that the amelted metal was taken in blocks in waggons at the ebb
of the tide to a certain island called Iktis, where the merchants
bought the tin of the natives, and carried it over to Gaul. The
peculiarity of this island (which, however, it shared with other
islands between Britain and Gaul) was that it became a peninsula
at low-water, when the tin was taken thither, and an island st
high. * Where was Iktis?” iz the problematic soquel to ** Where
were the Cassiterides?”

Now it so bappens that we have in the Cornish 8t. Michaels
Mount & spobt thai agrees in every parbicular with the ancient
deacription of Tktis, In the words of Carew

“Both land and island twice & day,”

it is within easy access of the chief tin-producing district of
Western Gornwgll. It is itself atanniferous. It is much nearer
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to the tin districts of Devon than either of its chief hypothetical
rivals, with the western continuation of the Fosseway running
direct between the two. But the Mount has been too obvicus|
One objection raised to its identification with Iktiz has been the
improbability of the existence of its present physical characteristics
in Roman or Phoenician times. Geological evidence, however,
is clesr on the other side. Roman and pre-Roman embankmenta
in Somerset and Kent and elsewhere show that no appreciable
change has teken place in the relative levels of land and eea
on this coast within the historic era. Mr. Pengelly, F.RS&., has
proved that, while the insulation of the Mount by subsidence
within the pericd under review iz quite out of the question, its
insulation by encroachment is equally untenable. Since history
began, there never was a time therefore when the Mount did not
reapond to the description of the old Greek.

But Diodorus is not the only ancient writer who mentions Tktis,
or Ikiin, the form in which it appears in his text. Pliny quotes
from Timaeus a passage touching the island of Mictis (Mictim in
text), undoubtedly the eame. It runs fully:

“Timaeus historicus a Britannia introrsus sex dierum navigatione
abesse dicit insulam Mictim, in qua candidum plumbum proveniat.
Ad eam Britannos vitilibus navigis corie circumsutis navigare, Sunt
qui et alins prodant, Scandiam, Dumnam, Bergos : mazimamque om-
nium Nerigon.”

Philemon Holland reads this :

# That further within forth and six days’ sail from Britain there lyeth
the island Mictis, in which white lead [tin] groweth, and that the Britona
do eail thither in wicker vessels, covered with leather round about and
sowed. And thereby they do make mention of others besides, to wit
8candia Dumna and Bergos, and the biggest of all the rest Nerigos.”

Mr. Elton’s version is that Iktis waa six days’ sail from Britain
in an “inward ” direction (a phrase which he confesses he does not
vnderstand), He then suggests that the real Iktis is the Isle of
Thanet {which in ancient days was insulated at high water), and
in this view Professor Rhys concurs, But if the words of
Timaeuns mean anything, surely they mean that the tin was fetched
from, not brought to, Mictis by the Britons, and that Mictis was six
days’ sail from the part of Britain of which he was writing. By
no process of accommodation, however Procrustean, can such
words be made fo apply to Thanet. Moreover Dicdorus asserts
that the tiu was taken to Iktis in waggons at the ebb—a perfectly

4 The lats Mr. Richard Edmonds regarded this aa the true word, Tin in
his view being the Phoenician name of the metal, and Ik being Cornish for

rt, the compound meant simply ‘*tin port.”  Profassor Rhys, however,
sgclares, “Thers is not a serap of evidence, linguistic or other, of l_:he

resence of Phoenicians in England at any time ? (Celtic Brifain, 47}, which
1s rather hard upon those who hold that clouted ¢cteam amd cob-walls are of
Phoenician introduction.

¥ 2
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superfluous procedure in the case of tin brought to the island by
coracle, The statement of the same writer, that Belerium was
said to be distant four days sail from the Continent, also proves
the existence of a direct Continental trade.

To sumn this matbter up. The real solution of the problem
appears to be this: that in the early days of the tin trade the
connection of the $in-producing districte of Britain, whethar we
call them the Cassiterides, or Belerium, or Iktis, with Britain itself
was not ascertained or recognised. The Britain known to Cesar wazg
simply the part nearest Gaul ; and any product brought thither by
land would naturally be thought by him to come from the interior,
which explaing his statement that tin was found inland. It would
be quite a six days’ voyage, in the frail craft of the time, from
Kent to Cornwall, Coasting and land carriage probably existed
then as now; and the trade route to Central Gaul might in-
differently have been supplied by either, But both in Casaars
time and earlier the chief trade with the Caasiterides was no donbt
direct—at first round the Spanish peninsula, and then across the
Continent,
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NOTE B,
LOCALITIES OF ROMAN REMAINS IN DEVON.

Tae following list gives a general summary of the parishes and
places in which articles or remains of Roman (or Greek) origin
have been fonnd in Devon. Incorrect attributions with a fow
special exceptions have so far as possible been excluded, and
they are many; it cannot, bowever, be hoped that absclute
accuracy has been attained, for some of the records date from a
time when the Romans had credit givem ithem for well-nigh
every relic of antiquity about which nothing definite was known,
Special doubt attaches Lo identifications of earthworks from their
shape only. Nearly all the heads of the discoveries made up
to the date of his compilation were recorded by the late Mr.
J. Davidson in his Anfiguities of the County of Devon which
date before the Norman Conguesf. In a few special cases in-
accurate identifications are noted, in order that they may be pre-
vented from misleading,

These notes, with the citations of original anthorities in the
text, give all the known physical facts and contemporary atatements
tonching the connection of the Romans with Devon. Whatever
is boyond thess is of inference or opinion only, and cannot elaim
any further weight,

Ashburton,—Coins of Claudius, Decius,

Aylesbenre—(Common, 1850} consular coin of Porcia family,

“Azminster.—Coina of N ero, Severus, elder Fanstina.

Bampton—Colna.

Berry Pomeroy.—Coin of Castanea, Thessaly,

Bickleigh, Tiverton,—Coins,

Bideford —(Pilhead, 1830) Coin of Vitellius Germanicus,

Bigbury.—Denarii of Aurelius, Gallienus, Constantius, and lower
empire.

ishops Morchard—(1813) Coins of Vespasian, Nerva, Trajan,

Bovey Tracey.—(Furzeley, 1837) Coina of Valerianua, (allienus,
Clandius Gothicus, Postumus, Victorinus the elder,

Broadclist, —Coina.

Bishops Nymplon.—Rectangular earthwork (1 1).

Brent (East)—Roman cunirass said to have been dug up (#17).

Brizham.—Mr. Davidson says of the sarthwork on Berry Head :

“If mot originally constructed by the Romany, it was occupied by the
troops of that nation. In it a great number of Roman c¢oine have been
found, The porthern vallum of this camp was partly formed by Roman
masonty ; it was eighteen feet in height, and stretched directly across the
promontory in a direct line ; but these, like other like ancient works, heve
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been destroyed by modern fortifications. . . . Roman coins have been
found in the cliffs. At Comber's Bottom coins of Claudins and Nero wers
dug up in 1831, and others of the former emperor at Furzebam Common,
on the north of Lower Brixham,”?

This is but partially confirmed by Mr. Henry Woollcombe's MS.
description of * Devonian Campa”? He ia pegactly clear that the
original earthwork was not of Roman origin: in fact it was nothing
more than such a cliff castle as can atill be seen at Heleshorough,
Ilfracombe, and as may be found st many points in West Cornwall
The great find of Roman coins was said to have taken place in 1730,
but Mr. Woolleambe could trace nothing ; and the special connection of
the Romans with the locality really rests on the Rev, Mr. Lyte's inter
pretation of varions articles fonnd in Ashhole Cave—including an iv
instrument, pottery, and a eoin of Claudiua. Mr. Lyte’s hypothems
waa that the cave was the burial place of the Roman ison! Mz,
Lyte aleo narrated to Mr. Woollcombe a fradition that Vespasian had
defeated the combined fleet of Gauls and Britone in Torbay. The
mere atatement of such an oral transmission of an event for eightesn
centuries carries its own confutation,

Buckfastieigh.—FRoman cuirass said to have been dug up at Hembury
[*?see Brent]|.

Buckland Brewer—Rectangular earthwork []

Codbury,.—* Cadbury camp” is said to have yielded several foreign
rings, one with an intaglio of E;'een paste, & number of armillae of
delicate and elegant workmanship, some ornamented with studs of
gold, several siyles for writing, aud esome other metallic fragmenta, the
whole of fine bronze, This was a newspaper statement of 1848, and
the authority on which the articles were classed as Roman does not
appear. In 1830 Roman coins had been found on a farmn near by,
including Victorinus and Tetricus, The earthwork is not Roman.

COompton Gifford.—In preparing for building operations on the Vinstone
estate, a labourer dug up a jar at the foot of a hedge containing several
hundred third brass coius of the lower empire. The bulk appear to
have been of the elder Tetricus ; next in gquantity came Victormus, and
there were also represented Tetricus the younger, Claudins (othicua,
Postumus.

Crediton.—Coins of Trajan, Deciua.

Christow.—At Stratton, a hamlet here, 8 number of gold and silver
coins were found, including a Veapasian, “with a stone sacrificial patera,”
(but ! the latter).

Dartmoor.—Mr, J, Davidson notes, * Mention was made in one of
the Exeter papers in 1836, on good authority, of some Phoenician coins
found in mines on Dartmoeor, but nothing more has been learned
respecting them.” This story seems more than doubtful. A coin of
Tiberius Constantinus (a.D. 581) was, however, dug up near Princetown
in 1885,

Devonport,—Coin of Probus,

Dalwood.—Great quantity of Roman coins; they are frequent in
Eaat Devon,

Eggesford —Rectangular earthwork ; but the site is quite unsuited to
Roman assignment, and it may be of much later date. :

1 Op, cil. 18.
* In the Library of the Devon and Exeter Institution.
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Ezeler— Remains of buildin, ttery, glass, articles in bronze, and
coins in great abundance, l?f} Izgver?n gevery Imperial reign for the
first four centuries of the Shristian era. 'There seem only three ox four
exceptions, and probably these arise from imperfect information. See
Note C for defails

KExmoor.—Coins in varicus places,

Hortland.—The late Canon Kingeley aspeaks of the remains of a
Boman villa on the cliffa here; but I am unacquainted with any
authority for the statement, '

Haldon (chiefly in connection with tumuli), —Antonia denarii,
coing of Claudius, Antoninus Pius, Faustina the younger, Julia Maesa,
Caracalls, Philip, Probus, Victorinus,

Hennock.—(1837) Coins of Claudius, Valerianus, Gallienus, Postumus,
Victorinus,

Hegvitree.—Coin of Magnentius.

fde.—Coins of Nero, Antoninus Piua.

Ilsington.—Roman bronze fibula. SBo deseribed, but many such
articles are really Heltic.

Instow.—(Fullingcote) Gold Theodosius.

Kenn—Coiun of Clauding, Antoninus Pius, Caracalla, Faustina, Julia
Maesa, Philip, Probus,

Kingskersmill,—(March, 1839, a mile from Milber Down camp) Two
thousand small brass coins of later emperors, inclading Gallienus, his
empress Salonina, Claudine Gothicus, Tacitus, Probus, Euintillus {very
rare), the Tetrici, Poatumus, Victorinus. Coins of the Tetrici numerous ;
th(}:ia'e of Victorinus alsﬁ ti,cl)mmon. vod with

ingateignion.-—A phallic figure, associated with coarse pott was
found at & considorable depth n the alluviam at Kingstelgntor, pome
five and twenty years ago; but neither it nor the pottery is %uman.

Lympxtm.—C{Jins.

Membury—(Found in 1814 in earthen vessel, beneath a heap of stones)
Coins of Philip, Aurelius, Tacitus, Probus, Diocletian, Tetricos,
Cornelia, SBalonina,

Modbury.—The Gentleman’s Magazine of 1848 has the following, but
the remains are clearly not Roman :

“ At Holdyport Farm, the property of Lord Cranstoun, one mile and a
half from Arminton, and on s tongue of lord near the embonchure of the
Erma at Muttycombe, extonsive foundations of walla of powerful masoury
bave lately been discovered by Mr. Pearce, the intelligent tenant of the estate,
Thess raine appear to extend over fifteen acres of land, one portion of which
is in orchard, &e: other l_I:vlmzlmtion, and to enclose a space which ia covered or
washed by the waters of the Emme on three sides, The bases of two towers
and the eite of » gateway are traceeble,”

Captain Shortt suggested this as 8 Roman station, or the Ravennat’s
Ardua ; misread thus for Armina |

Northleigh.—A number of coins, including Hadrian and Lucius Verns,

North Lew.—Rectangular earthwork of Bradbury Caastle; also names
of Chester Moor (8.}, Scobchester (E.), Wickchester (3.E.), The “castis”
is 230 feet by 260 feet ; has a single vallum and diteh ; originally only
one entrance, on the east, It is not absolutely certain that this 13
Romaneh. but no earthwork in Devon has atronger claims to be so

North Huish,—Coin of Faustina the elder.
North Molton—Rectangular earthwork (7).
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Offwell—(Glanwell) Coine in metal box,

Pilton.—Gold Theodesina. Possibly a confusion with Instow,

Payhembury.—Coins ; lar of iron three inches high, in or near
Hembury Fort,

Pinhoe—Greek and Roman coins in considerable number.

Poltémore—Ditto, A hoard in 1838,

" Poughill —(Found on Poughill Barton in 1836) Forty silver coins,
chiefly denarii of Tiberius, Vespazian, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius,
Marcas Aurelius, and Sabine, wife of Hadrinn,

LPaignton,—Coin of Clandius at Blagdon.

Plymstock (including Mount Batten, Hooe, and Staddon).—Coina of
Nero, Vespasian, Domitian, Antoninus Pios, Trajan, A, Severus,
Conatans, Victorinne ; Roman pottery near Batten. The most important
find in this locslity, second in importance only to the bronze centaur of
Sidmouth, was the unearthing, in 1888, of a ﬁronze figure of Mercury
at Hooe.

#There is full reason to believe that this figure was one of the gods of a
Roman merchagt; and the little land.locked harbour of Hooe at once
suggeats itself ae ndmirably adapted for a trading post.”®

Plympton,—Detrited Roman coins have been found here; and a
Roman galley (1% is eaid to have been dug up in Newnham Park,
Another account describes the vessel as & canoce, which is much more
probable, A cance was found on Bov:g Heathfield. There is not the
slightest foundation for another alleged Roman find here, an set forth
by Mr, Joseph Chattaway, who in 1820 wrote to the Gentleman's

agazine touching the remains of the small medizval votive chapel
near Plym Bridge (yet extant), and & fragment of a wall with dimina-
tive nicilea at the other end of the bridge (now removed), that

“ the circnmstance of these ruins being on the Roman rosd, malee it not
impossible that they are the remains of & votive temple.” .

This suggestion, however, rested wholly on the baseless assumpiion
that the Ridgeway and the Fosseway were identical, and that the old
road from Plympton to Plym Bridge, and onwards toward Baltash
Passage, was the great Roman thoroughfare 1o the west, A moment's
examination of the remaina of the little chapel suffices to show the
utter absurdity of giving it a Roman origin; and it is much to be
regretted that went of acquaintance with the locality shonld have led
Mr. Gomme to adopt Mr, Chattaway’s headstrong * temple” view in
editing the Romano-British section of the Gentleman’s Magazine Library.

Plymouth.— Coing of Nero, Domitian, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius,
Fanstina, A. Severns, Tacitus, Magnentiua, Constantine, have been
found in various localities, chiefiy near the old sea margin, with some
{00 worn for identification,

Stonehouse-—Coing of Domitian, Carus, The most important link
with Roman times in South Devon is believed to have been discovered
snd destroyed in 1882. An ancient burial-place was found on the
southern shore of Stonehouse Creek, consisting of a pebble-paved area,
with a group of diminutive tombs running north and south in one
corner. These were built of thin tile bricks of Roman character.
Unfortunately the ¢ find ” was kept secret, and no opportunity given for
due investigaﬁcm. The direction of the tombs shoulpdpgndicste Ent. they
were non-Christian ; they were too small to allow the interments of

% Trans, Devon. Assor. xx. 120-134,
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unburnt bodies ; and it is but a natural inference that the remains were
those of a late Roman ustrinum, s place where bodies were burnt and
buried. We have in some way also to account for the distinctive name
of Stonehouse, which appears in Domesday, and which must have been
derived from the existence there of an edifice of special character, such
as a Roman villa, There could be no better evidence of Roman occu-
pation than the presence of a2 Roman burial-place® There in further
testimony to the early importance of Stonehouss in the existence of a
boundary dyke or canseway of unknown antiquity on the side next
Plymouth, which seenis to have given name as sarn to the ancient inlet
of Sourpool which it bordered.

Seaton.—Coins (8 Valens} and lachrymatory. Remains of a Roman
residence at Hannaditches, where a number of structural enta have
been found, mostly of an ordinary character, including lias roofing
elate. Red, black, and drab pottery were alse discovered.

Shaugh.—There is an earthwork here called locally the * Roman
camp.” It is nothing of the kind ; and Mr. Henry Woollcombe records
the confession of the late Rev. Mr, Pearce, perpetual cutate of Shaugh,
that he “ first gave it that name !” So much for commeon * tradition ”

Sidmouth,—Coins of Nerva, Vespasian, Victorinus, Faustina, Claudins
Gothicus, Constantine, Valentiman, Antoninus Pius; Hadrian or
Gordien (1} ; and a Greek Bactrian,

There has been no more interesting discovery of Roman handiwork
in Devon than the brouze centaur found on the beach under the eliff on
the Salcombe zide of the 8id in 1841, now in the FExeter museurn. It
is nine inches high, of bronze, hollow, with a socketed Bedeat.al shank,
and has been much worn by *stress of wind and wave.” The centaur
is clearly Chiron, with the young Achilles on bia back, and a dog is
leaping up in front. But Achilles is little more than a torso, though
hia bow and sword are traceable. The dog requires the exercise of some
imagination. *“ Both figures are extremely rude and coarsely designed,
and though they are evidently destined to be carried on a pole of some
knd, it seems hard to believe that so poor a piece of work could have
been uzed to decorate a staudard or ensign,” And yet there is no other
purpose to which the object can be assigned.

orquay.—The earthworks which formerly existed on the Warberries
and Babbacombe have been claimed as Roman, but withoui suthority,
The same remark applies to the remains of a causeway at Torre Abbey
Bands, unearthed at a depth of 16 to 20 feet near * Atkinson’s Hotel.”
It was “ called” Roman, and there its Roman character began and ended.
A coin of Trajan was, imwever, found in the cavern at Ansteys Cove,
and some Roman pottery in Kents Cavern.

Tavistock.—A small earthwork here, cut through by the South-Weatern
Railway, has been called the “ Romen camp”; but there is no ground
for such an identification. This ia probably another Shaugh case !

Teigrbridge.—Remains of Roman bridge,

Teignmouth.—Coins of Carausius and Hadrian (Greek). Several Phoe-
nician ¢oine are said to have been dug up here about 1790 ; but there
is ne authoritl for the identification, and they may well have been
Imperial Greek,

'mwton (South).-—Number of Roman eoins of lower empire.

Tiverton.—(1845) An earthen jar with hundreds of Roman eoins,
including examples of Antoninus Pius, Commedus, Severns, Caracalla,

Julia Domna, A, Severns.

4 Trans, Devon. Assoe. xx. 134-140,
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St. Leonards.—Coin of Gallienus,

8t. Thomas,—Coine of Hadrian, Antonia, wife of elder Drnsns, A
small hoard of about thirty coniained examples of Constantiua snd
Constans.

Taphouse Roed (Exeter),—Forty silver coins of Tiberius, Vespanian, &c.

Uplyme.—At Holeombe, here, a pot containing a very large number
of Roman coins was found; and in 1858, on the same farm, the
remains of a Roman villa were uncovered, the most notable discov
of the kind in the county. These remains, aa then unearthed, consisted
of the walls of an octagonal apartment, with s heating apparatus
built of Roman bricks; part of a pavement with tesserae of red,
blue, and white; fragments of pottery and thin lias roofing stonea
Only about twenty feet of wall were opened on, but there were in-
dications of buildings stretching over some 300 feet. A Trajan and
a Constana were found, but & dispute es to ownership stopped the
investigations at the outset. It is important here to note the hoard
in association with the dwelling. Fuarther investigations resulted in
tracing the complete ground plan and in the discovery of & large nember
of interesting objects, which were presented by Major Swann to the
Albert Museum, Exeter. They include bric{n, tiles, fragmenta of
tesselated pavement, roofing lias slates, carved stone eapitala; pottez
of varions kinds in abundance—Samian, black, coarse drab, some wi
traces of encaustic ornament; a few fragmenta of glass; articles in
bronze and ircm, among the latter a pair of tongs; a quantity of
animal bones, affording a very full clue to the contents of the ville
lax;}iar, and in the same category shells of the oyster and the edible
spail.

Whitchurch.—(1818) Quantity of Roman silver coins.

Widworthy—QGreat number of Roman coins on Dalwood Down,

Witheridge.—Coln of Antoninus Piua,

Woolfardisworthy,—* Tradition relates that armour, swords, and coins
have been found here ;” but there is nothing to show that the former
at any rate were Roman if the latter were. Out of Exeter no Roman,
arms are definitely known to have been found in the county, and there
& dagger simply.

Worlington (East).—Roman coine,
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NOTE C,
ROMAN REMAINS AT EXETER.

Tee importance of the Roman antiquities of Exeter—that is, in
& comparative sense, for they contrast poorly in structural character
with those of most other Romano-British stetions—renders a
fuller view of them desirable. The largest collection of details is
contained in the Syiva Antigua fzcana of Captain W, T. P. Shortt, a
work which embodies a large amount of miscellaneous information
under this head up to August, 1840, and which is supplemented
for 1841 in his Collectanea Curiosa Antiguas Dunmonia. This
latter volume deals considerably with the Roman antiquities of the
county at large.

Mr. J. Davidson® held that, not only were the foundations of
the city walls Roman, but part of the existing remains of the
castle, and that the old church tower of St. Mary Major {now
removed) exhibited traces of Roman work on the south side, the
suggestion heing that it had been a watch-tower, He likewise
claimed as Roman parts of the substructure of the Fast and South
Gates, and portions of the walls of “ Athelstan’s house” in Paul
Street. Foundations presumed to be Roman are noted by bim as
having been found in High Street at the corner of Castle Street
(nine feet below the present surface), St. Mary Arches Street,
Bedford Circus, Matrket Street, Guinea Street, South Street, and
Mint Lane,

Definite structural remaine were found in High Street in 1836.
Captain Shortt notes :

“ A Roman family sepulchral vault, seven feet square, arched over,
and containing five coarse, strongly-baked cinerary wrns arranged in
niches round its interior, was discovered behind the * Three Tuns Inn,
High Street.”*

While Mr. Davidson atates:

“In the same year, at a great depth below the site of the ‘County
Bank,’ light was let into a low arched chamber, containing a quantity
of bones of men and animals”?

No Exonian find, however, excesds in interest the discovery of
a bath and tesselated pavement behind the Deanery walls in South
Street in 1833, The walls were of Heavitree stone and brick,
and the original pavement of black and white tesserae zet in

1 Notes, "1 Syloa, 142, * Op. cit. 48.
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concrete, This had been covered with a lime-ash floor. On and
about the spot was a quantity of Roman pottery (fucluding one
perfect vase with a green bird painted om it) and glass. The
asdocisted remains of a thirteenth-century encaustic tile pavement
further showed that the old Roman bath was in use a thousand
years or so after its construction. Portions of another bath
were found in Queen Street in 1845, with the adjuncts of a
hypocaust.

Other tesselated pavements are recorded: In Pancras Lane,
plain white tesserae ; in High Street, opposite Broad Gate, found
in 1777 ; on the site of Bedford House, with a design; on the
north side of the cathedral, nesr the Speke Chapel, found in 1841,
This was twenty feet by eight feet, and formed of red and grey
tesseras, without any ornamental pattern.

A well, to which there is every reason to attribute Roman
origin, was opened in Pester Lane, or Pesthouse Lane, near
Culverland, in 1836, possessing circular pipes of lead and pottery ;
and it fhas been thought that the ancient well of Lyoms Holt
might also have been of Roman formation,

Captain Shortt suggested that the small central court, so common
in the houses of the older part of Exeter, represented the Roman
smplupivm,

Fragments of Ionic columns, found in 1886, are in the Exeter
Museum,

Metal images—lares or penates—have besn found at various
times. In a niche below the foundation of a house in the High
Strest, near Broad Gate, five bronze penates were found in 1778,

“Two of them, about four inches and a half in height, represented
Mercury. Of the others, which were smaller in size, one was supm
to be meant for Ceres, another for Apollo, and the fifth for
With thern wan the figure of a cock, and & amall pedestal.”+

A small bronze fignre of Julius Caesar (now in the British
Museum), about three inches in height, was found in 18386, in
removing some walls in the Westgate quarter; and among the
fragments dug up about the South Street bath in 1833 wes an
Egyptian bifrontal bust of Isis with hieroglyphica, It iz about
three inches high, and has been described as of grey freestone
glazed over. But judging from other Egyptian figures of kindred
date, one would rather suggest that it was of vitrified stone ware,
Tt is now in the Exeter Museum.

Relics of Roman sepulture have occurred at several points
within the city confines. The vault in High Streef, already
noted ; three urns beneath the *“Acland Arms,” St. Sidwells;
an orn in Magdalene Street ; urns near St. Davide Church ; also
numerous pits in *the New Road near the city gaol,” now the aite
of the “Rougemont Hotel,”

¢ DavipsoN, Notes, 45,
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Mr. Davidson calenlated that up to 1855, and chiefly from 1723
to that year, Roman coins had been found st Exeter in no less
than 75 different localities, the quantity in one case amounting to
half a bushel,. He also reckoned 78 different types. In fact, the
total bulk must have been enormous,

Coins of the following emperors, &c., are recorded by Captain
Shorit as having been found in Exeter within his personal know-
ledge in the decade 1832 to 1841, The comparison of the different
years is interesting,

1832.—Nero, Domition, Trajan, Hadrian, Faustina, Severus, Geta,
Philip, younger, Gallienus, Tetricus, Victorinus, Diocletian, Magnen-
tius, %onstantine the Great, Constantine I1., Conatantins, Victorinus.

1833.—Claudius, Nero, Vespasian, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius,
Maximinus, Probus, Allectus, Maximian, Tetricus, elder and younger,
Victorinua, elder, Constantine the (reat, Delmatius, Constantine IT.,
Constantiug I1,, Gratian,

1834 —Claudius, Galba (1), Vespasian, Domitian, Gordian IIL, Con-
stantine the Great, Constans, Maximus.

1835.—Claudius, Britannicus, Nero, Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, Nerva,
Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aureling, Faustina, Com-
modus, Severus, A, Severns, Maximinug, Gallienus, Claudiuas Gothicus,
Aurelian, Probus, Carna, Allectus, Tetricuas, elder and younger, Victorinus,
Constantine the Great, Constantine II., Constantius, Constans, Magnen-
tius, Gratian, Valentinian, Valens. *“During the excavations in the
summer of 1835 Roman coins increased to such a prodigions degree
a8 to become nearly a drug at Exeter” This was mainly due to the
excavations connected with the market works, Coins of Clauding have
been found in and under the old walls, and, with those of Vespasian,
nnder 8t. Mary Arches,

1836,~-Clauding, Antonia, Nero, Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, Trajan,
Hadrian, Antoninng Pius, Locius Verus, Commodus, Fanstina, elder
and younger, Caracalla, Severus, Julia Domna, Julia Memmen, A,
Severns, Valerinnua, Clandins Gothicns, Tetricus, elder and younger,
Probus, Carausius, Diocletian, Constantine, Galerius, Maximian, Mag-
nentius, Crispus, Constantine II., Constantine, Constans, Galerius,
Postumus, Julian, Valentinian L., Gratian, Valens.

1837.-—Claudius, Nero, Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, Nerva, Trajan,
Hadrian, Sabina, Antoninus Piug, Marcus Aurelius, Faustina the younger,
Etruseilla, Philip, Severns, Valerianus, Licinius, elder, Probus, Tetricus,
elder and younger, Carausius, Allectus, Diocletian, Constantine the Great,
Licinins, younger, Crispua, Maximian, Conatantins, Vetranio (?) Constans,
Magnentins, Julian, Gratian, Valentinian, Valens.

1838.—Consular coin, Augustus, Claudins, Gallus, Nero, Vespasian,
Domitian, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninns Pins, Marcus Aureling, Fauatina,
elder and younger, Commociua, Severus, Caracalla, A. Severus, Gallienus,
Aurelian, Tacitus, Tetricus, elder and younger, Vietorinus, Carns, Carau-
gins, Allectus, Constantine the Great, Constantius, Theodora, Constans,
Constantius 11., Flavius Claudius Julius, Magnentius, Decentius, Yalens,
Valentinian, Gratian.

1839.—Clandins, Nero, Vespasian, Domitian, Trajan, Hadrian,
Autoninus Pins, Valerianua, Gaﬁienus, Clandius Gothicus, Victorinua,
Postumus, Carausius, Numerianus, Maximian, Constantine the Great,
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Crispus, Licinius, Constantine II., Constantius, Constans, Constantius IT,

Magnentius, Julian, Flavia Helena, Valerianus, Gratian, Valens.
1840,—Claudius, Vespasian, Commodus, Gallienus, Carausius, Allectas,

Severus IL., Constantine the Great, Constans, Conatantine II,, Julian,
1841.-—Consular Cornelia gens, Augustna, Caligula, Clandius, Nern,

Vitellius, Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, Nerva, Trajan, Antoninug Pius,

Beverus, Gordian IIL., Tetricus, elder and younger, Victorinus, Constan-

t‘i;;le, Crnispus, Constantius, Constans, Magnentius, Gratian, Velentinian,

ens,

What seems of special note here is the typical manner in which
the coins of the earlier emperors from Claudius on to the Antonines
steadily recur (and plentifully) year after year; pointing, as it seems
to we, inevitably to the conclusion that the Roman occupation of
the city cannot be placed later than the second half of the first
century. The scantier representation of the emperors who succeed,
and the plentiful illustration of those of the lower empire, are
equally eignificant ; and so is the repetition of the coins of Carau-
singa, It is very much as if for the greater part of the third century
the Romans had less to do directly with Exzeter than immedistely
before or after; and as if Carausius found the city one of his atro;
holds, which may well have arizen from its practical independence.
Other discoveries of Exeter coine point in the same direction.

The first great find of Greek coins was in 1810, when the main
gewer was made in the Fore Street, and where, some twenty feet
below the level of the present pavement, *an immense guantity
of ancient coins was found in ground never before disturbed,”
Jonkins the historian eecuring nearly 1000. Among these wers
many Egypto-Greek coing (eight Ptolemies), a number of Ymperisl
Greek, an Antiochus IX., and eight “ numismata sermata of Syria”
The full list includes examples of Ptolemy L, Ptolemy VL,
Berenice (1), Hiero L of Syracuse, Cleopatra IIL (), Antiochus IX.,
Syrian coins, coin of Agrigentum, supposed coin of Elis, Imperial
Greek coine (awong other cities) of Alexandris, Amisus, Antioch
{both), Chaleis, Cyrrhus, Hierapolis, Hermopolis, Singara, Zengma,
Cyzicue (1), Sidon, Samosats, Regium, Nicaea (1), Anazarbus,
Maeonia or Lydia (1), Amphipolis, Berytus, Cassarea in Cappadocia,
Carrhae, Pydna. Alexandrian coins are the most frequent. :

Mr. D'Urban catalogued in Notes and (leanings the Roman
coine found in Exeter which came under his notice while he held
the curatorship of the Albert Museum, 1871-84. He remarks:

“ Om the slopes of the hill towarda the Exe, especially on the sonth
side of Fore Street, there iz a great depth (about fourteen feet) of made
earth. Near the bottom of this accumnulation the eoil teems with
fragments of Samian ware, coins, and other ancient remains. . . , On
the other hand, between North Street and the Guildhall, in the High
Street, great numbers of coins have been found at a alight depth,”

Of these he enumerates exarples of Augustna, Antonia, Nero,
Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antonizus
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Pius, Faustine, elder, Marcus Aurelive, Faustina, younger, Com-
modue, Clodies Albinus, Severus, Caracalls, Severus Alexander,
Maximinue, Gordian IIL, Philip, elder, Gallienus, Salonina.
0f the lower empire Postumus, Victorinus, Tetricus, elder end
younger, Claudius Gothicus, Tacitus, Probus, Maximian, Carau-
ajus, Allectus, Constantiua Chlorus, Helena, Theodora, Conatantine
the Great, Crispus, Constantine II., Constans, Constantins IL,
Magmnentius, Decentius, Valentinian I., Valens, Gratian, Arcadius.

Mr. D'Urban notea as particularly common—coins of Nero (a
type with winged Victory holding shield being very numsrous),
Vespasian (specially winged Victory and Eagle-globe types), Domi-
tian (monsta type), Antoninus Pius {(Health and Serpent type),
the Tetrici, Constantinvs Chlorus (Scldier and Dart type very
common), Constantine the Great (five types very common, par-
ticularly Romulus and Remus),

In 1878-9 Musgrave’s Alley yielded examples of Nero, Faus-
tina the younger, and Coostantine; and Bartholomew Street of
Caius Caesar, B.c, 100, Vespasian, Domitian, Lucius, and Tetricus.
{A coin of Julins Caesar iz also said to have been found, at an
uneertain date). :

A quantity of bones, &c, was dug up on the premises of
Mesers. Kennaway and Co,, Palace Gate, Exeter, in 1878, There
were osighteen human ekeletons, lying in all directions; and
associated therewith bronze articles, Greek and Roman coins and
pottery, with bones of animals, The bronze articlea were parts
of two fibulae, apparently, and of a pin. Fifteen or sixteen coins
were found—nine were Greek, and of these six were atruck at
Tomi in Maesia; the earliest was one of Nicopclis in Maesia
bearing the buet of Septimus Severus. The Tomine examples
were reapectively of Commodus, Julia Domna, Caracalla (3), and
Philip I ; there was another Philip I of Deultum, Thraeia ; and
the ninth was uncertain. The six Roman coins were respectively
of Trajan, Tetricus (2), Allectus, Magnentius (?), and Antorinus
Pius. The pottery was mostly of strong thick Samian ware, with
the potter's mark cam. EISIANL NI ; but there were a number of
fragments of coarse ware, Another item in the find was a fine-
toothed comb.

These details were set forth by Mr. Parfitt at the Paignton
meeting of the Association; and at Ilfrscombe in the following
year (1879) he brought togsther & number of additional facts.®

The fragments of pottery found in Exeter include

“parts of vessels of all sizes and shapes for culinary and other
domestic purposes, and of qualities varying from the roughest baked
clay, in colours black, red, and white, to the finest red Samian ware
ornamented with seroll foliage and figures in tasteful and historical
designs, On many of them the names and marks of the potters have
been observed. These articles consist generally of urns, vases, bowls,

¥ Trans. Dev, Assoc. x. 335, xi, 303.
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cups, bottles, wine jare [lamps], tiles, bricks, and sepulchral nrns. Of
glaI;,, ieces have bgen fgundpﬂ phi?l,.s, fun.néla, msep strainers, a syphon,
snd aguchryma.bory.”‘

Some of this pottery is undoubtedly of local clay and manuv-
facture, and hence there may be a germ of truth in the suggestion
made by Mr, Albert Way in 1879, that Roman types of pottery
have continned to be made at Barnastaple. Mr J. K. Chanter
indeed sees, and rightly, no grounds for believing that the Romana
ever gained a permacent footing in North Devon; but they wers
so Jong hers, and so much of their ware sseme native to the
county, that some sort of tradition may have lingered through
the ages, transferred from one pot-work to another.

The potters’ marks found in Exeter, as recorded by Captain
Shortt, Mr. Parfitt, and others, includs;

ADVOQIS Fj ARBO . . .} AVATRL OF.; AROAM; CRO¥EZOT ();
OA RATI R1; CAR.; OCOCVRO. F; OIFN. M.; DIVICATVS; DIOOHY,;
.DRa and , . . VR; DIAIZLIMY; . . . ERF and OF , , , BAN ; ELSIANI
M, ; L E. GEMIM, NI; IVIIVMJ ; IMANNIE; ... INI; IAVL M; .., IV8;
IVIIZ OF IVLLI; 1IXVEM ; I0QA . .. T; LVAN. 0; L. AL. P.; L. VARIV;
LIF. M; L FO.; MARCELLYE (1) ; MIV. IvvP (reversed); MVITVLEI;
MNIL. OF.; HLLORAM ; METO ...} MA; MAR..; M, VINII; MARCELLI
VII; NEWO. FEC,; NICEPH; NAMILIA; OF. ARCA. MOM; OF. NOV;
OF, MVR; OF. RAN; OF. MOD, ; OF, PRIMI; OF, MVRRAN ; OF, AQY.;
OF, CRESTIC ; OF, NIGRI OF. MODESTI ; ORA ; OF. MARCYI; OF. CELA ;
OF. BEVEBI; OF. BASS1; 0. DIO; OF. NOV; OF. MO MOD; P.AV. R}
BVFIAA MAN; REGINL M; RVIHENL M; REGVIVES; SEXTVS FE. ;
BILVANI F; [8]ILVAN; SVORNTED OF.; B. ENKIVE F.; Z. VERIVS,
VERANIVE } TAVRIOI OF ; VR,

The number of metal articles of personal or domestic use recorded
for Exeter is singularly small—so small when compared with the
enormons quantities of coins and pottery ae seeming o require
some special explanation, Westeote (in addition to a pot of coina
found near Rougdmont, including examples of Antoninus Pius)
speaks of a ring from the same locality with Cleopatra and the asp
for device. Another seal (a carnelian}, bearing a bearded head and
the words ““sgvERIVa POMPEYVS,” Was found in the gardens between
Musgrave'’s Alley and the castle walls, A bloodstone intaglio, with
a figure of Mercury, found at Pennsylvania, is in the Exeter Musenm.
Beyond this we get two bronze lamps (terra cotta lamps are fignred
by Captain Shortt), & small casket or box, a small vase, some fibulae,
a small bronze crescent, a knife, a stylus, seversl keys, a crisping
pin, a copper ring with clasp, a rude leaden spoon, and in iron &
nsil and some rather indefinite remains,

The list is completed by the bronze hilt of a dagger, unearthed
in South Street in 1833, and the only trace of a Roman weapon
recorded. This has the greater interest from bearing the name of

® DaviDSON, Noles, 45,
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its owner—Z. MeFrTLT.EO.FRIE.—read by Captain Shortt, “ Servii”
or “ Marcii Mefiti Tribuni Equitum Frisiorum” = Servius or Marcius
Mefitus tribune of the Frisians,

The inscription is one of the very few literary relics of Roman
Exeter. Leland speaks of two Roman inscriptions as built into
the city wall near Southernhay, but they are gone; and beside the
legend on the dagger we bave only the seal of Severins Pompeyus,
sundry egraffiti on funereal poltery (NAMELIE ; XIN1 VMXA ; MINAT;
amli M), and an inseription found in the vicinity of Musgrave’s
Alley.

Until within some fourteen years age the slab bearing this in-
scription was built into the north-east wall of the porech of
Musgrave House, with a head of Julia Domna (brought from Bath)
in the wall opposite. The porch was then destroyed to build a
billiard-room for the Club, and the inscription has disappeared.
Fortunately before it went Mr. J. M. Marfin, o.g, made an exact
and careful copy, and I em iondebted to him for the fuc-simile
[reduced] tracing reproduced. The insecription is within a plain
line border, the outside dimensions of which are 15 inches by 14.
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NOTE D,
ANCIENT ROADS.

Tumw note contains some further details touching those ancient
roads of Devon, to which a Roman origin has been given, Pol-
whele has a good deal to say about them, but his remarks are hope-
lesaly crippled in this particular by belief in the Bertram forgery,
though he ia far ahead of moat of his contemporaries in his apprect-
ation of the culture of pre-Roman Dunmonia.

Dr. Bennet, Bishop of Cloyne, communicated to the brothers
Lysons the section on British and Roman roads and etations, which
oceupies pp. ceexil.—ccexxiil of their volume on Devonshire.

He claims that—

& One prine gal road, converted afterwards by the Romans to their

throug h the whole length of Devonshire, from north-
eaat 1.(3 south -weat, in 1ta way to the great marts of trade on the Cornish
‘coast.”
This road he describes as entering the county

“From Dorsetahire {where it has preserved the British name of the
Ikem]d-way) a little east of Axmineter, to the right of the present

tarnpike road.”

He traces it by Kilmington and Shute Hill to Dalwood Down,
by Honiton Church to Hembury, and thence by

“ Hill, Colstocks, Tale Watel‘} Tallaton Common, and Larkbeare,
near hn:nple, to Street-way-head.,

Lost between this latier point and Kxeter, but probably con-
tinning nearly in the line of the present turnpike-road, it erossed
the Exe at a ford on the site of the ancient bridge, and ran through
8t. Thomas by a causeway to Alphington, and so over Haldon,
leaving Ugbrook on the right.

 Some wa beyond thm 1t ‘bore off again from the present turnpike-
road at Sandygate, and by King's Teignton crossed the Teign
below Newton Abbot, by a fo still called Hacknield Fay”

Dr. Bennet further assumea that the road went over Ford Common
to Totnes, thence taking a more westerly course by Brent, and so
by Boringdon samp (which, however, is purely British), to the first
ford upon the Tamar. Elsewhere, however, he indicates this route
aa altered by the Romans to Ridgeway, thence straight for St
Budeanx and Saltash ferry. .

Other British roads mentioned by the bishop are: A, From
Street-way-head to Woodbury Camp, and eo to the mouth of the
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Exe, B. A road from Exeter on the north-west, by Cleve-house,
to the Okehampton turnpike,

_ “near which it joins [C] another ancient road, still in preserva-
tion, which ran from Crediton to Exeter and Haldon. is last road is
very plain and atmig}:lllt, but keeps the hills as much as possible, seeming
to have been once the great communication between Exeter, Crediton,
Chulmleigh, and the whole north-west part of the county.”

D. A more decided road, afterwards used by the Romans, from
Exeter to Molland Bottreaux, E. From Seaton, by Farway, to
Hembury, then by Collumpton and Bampton, leaving Dulverton
on the right, and so by the Ansteys to Molland.

Dr, Bennet's theory is, that the Romans, finding these and many
other roads,

“ probably in existence long before the Roman invasion . . , adopted
such of them as were most convenient for their own purposes, raising
their crest always, and altering their line in some instauces.”

The roads claimed as Roman by Dr. Bennet are: I. “The
principal Roman Way , . . in the course of the British Ikenild,”
already aet forth. IL The Fosse, either falling into the Ikenild
near Hembury, or crossing it on its way to Seaton. IIL. The
Port-way, “still the turnpike road from Taunton to Exeter.” IV,
A road from Exeter to Molland Boitresux in the line of the
British one, continuing from Molland over Exmoor to Countisbury.
¥. A road from Exeter to Stratton, probably by Okehampton and
Holsworthy, VI A road from Taunton, entering Devon at Clay-
banger, and traceable to Little Torrington, * where it iz distinctly
vigible pointing towards Stratton.,” Other Roman roads are
suggeeted, but not definitely considered,

The grounds of identification in these several cases seom to be:
L The “crest” of the Ikenild. IL and ITI. The names of Fosse
and Portway. IV. The identification of Berry Castle (Witheridge)
and Countisbury as * undoubted Roman camps ” (which the latter
hae not the smallest claim to be regarded), and the finding of
Roman coins on its line on Exmoor. V. The sxistence on the
route of Bradbury Castle, of an oblong form. VL The name of
the road when entering Devon as the “ Rumansleigh or Romans-
leigh ridge"” (but, as we have already seen, the name originates
with St. Rumon!), the occurrence in East Worlington of Roman
coing, and of a close (near which the road passes) called Witchester.

Uuhesitatingly identifying Exeter as Isce Dumnoniorum, Dr.
Bennet wavers between Hembury and Seaton for Moridunum,
with a slight leaning towards the latter, but in that case regarding
Hembury as a British camp cccupied by the Romans, We need
not trouble ourselves with his speculations anent the false Richard
of Cirencester ; and he places the Ravennat’s Termonin at Molland
Botireaux, and thinks that Clovelly Dikes might have been Mostevia
(Richard’s Artavia). But the only spots which he regards as
having “evident claims to the title of Roman camps or stations™

a2
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are at Countisbury, Killerton, Bradbury, and Berry (in Witheridge),
with poseibly Shorsbury. )

Mr. James Davidson's view was, that the Ikenild Strest and
the Fosseway, or rather branches from them, erossed each other in
the town of Axminater, The Ykenild passing into Devon from
Dorchester, partially under the name of Ridgeway, by Charmouth,
whence it proceeded to Exeter in two branches, The Fosseway
coming from Somersetshire by Petherton Bridge, subsequentily -
dividing and proceeding to Axminster by one branch and to
Hembury Fort by another.

He described the formation of the Ikenild in Dorset, near
Spyway Green, as

* composed of 8 bed of large flints laid on the substratum of chalk,

with a thick layer of smaller stones on the top . . . the whole had
formed a mass almost us compact as a wall.”?

And again at Mooreot’s Hill, five miles from Axminster, as

* eighteen inches deep, composed of large stones at the bottom and
eraaller ones above, decreasing in size to the top, and forming together
an unbroken mass, as close as if cemented with lime and sandg.”

Probendary Scarth nevertheless held that thers was some reason
to believe that the Ikenild was only a British trackway, sand never
became a true Roman road ; and there is nothing in thiz method of
construction to induce a contrary belief, even if such antiquity were
proven,

“ Marwood’s Causeway,” on the Fosseway, crossed boggy Crow
Moor for & quarter of a mile. It was, says Mr, Davideon,

“jn width about fifteen feef, and composed of very large flint stones,
with which the neighbourhood abounds, laid together in a most compaet
and durable form, having of course their flat sides uppermost, and
resting on a deep stratum of smaller stones and gravel . . ., at ey
interval of about six feet there was a cavity or channel across it, whi
caused the intermediate portions to assume the shape of low arches,
and formed a furrow or gutter, to facilitate the draining of water from
the surface,”

This was destroyed to make a turnpike. Here agein we have
no proof of age, and the work really looks medimval. The origin
of the name might help if it could be traced, Enthusiastic
Romists have read it into Moridunum!

Mr. Davidsen suggested further the existence of an ancient road,
probably Roman, from Exeter to Tiverton by way of Silverton,
‘west of Butterleigh, east of the Exe.

“Bouth-east of Tiverton it passed over a down called Exeter Hi
about which place the road was called Long Causeway, and was w
ved for the distance of a mile, A branch of & great Roman road from
aunton to Exeter, called the Portway, ia supposed to have atruck off
at Lenard Moor, near Uffenlm, through Halberton to Tiverton.”
[Several] “hundred Roman coins were dug up in 1845 in an orchard

1 Op. it B4, 3 Op, cit. 71.
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on Little Gornhay Farm near the last-mentioned road. On Collipriest
Barton, half a mile south of Tiverten, including more than 30 acres, is
Cranmore Castle or Skrinkhilla.”

The map of “ DBritannia Romana,” prepared by Mr. W. Hughes
for the Monumenin Historica Britannica, gives the following as
nndoubted Roman roads; One from Durnovaria by Hembury to
Isca, thence to Totnes and Kings Tamerton; the beginning of a
road going west from Exeter towards Stratton; great part of a
road from Isca by Berry to Molland Botiresux ; in Cornwsl], a
fragment near Lostwithiel, Beyond this we have in Dunmonia
merely tracks; and no continuation of the Fosseway is showa
eastward beyond the parallel of Chard. Stratton is made the
centre of trackways converging from Somerset by Wiveliscombe,
and the Romansleigh Ridge ; from Exeter; from Launceston ; and
along the backbone of the county from Mounts Bay. With the
latter a track continuing from Tamerton by Lostwithiel connects,
after passing Tregony ; and the Molland route is extended om to
Countisbury. This, however, is simply an attempt to depiet,
graphically, current opinion ; and has no independent authority.

The map in Scarth’s Roman Britain is less positive, It doea not
show any distinctive Roman road in Devon and Cornwall, but a
southern trackway through Exeter and a northern through Stratton,
uuiting within a few miles of the Land’s End. The Prebendary
also gives a crose-country $rack from Exeter to Countisbury. Yet
he says in the text: -

“ A Roman road has been traced from near the Land's End to
Exeter; and another takea the line of the southern portion of the
gromontory of the Damnonii wutil it unites with the Foass-road in

omerset,”?

So the portion of this map dealing with Somerset shows one
road only passing into Devon—the Fosseway ; but the description
mentions “ Romaneleigh Ridge ” as coming

% gut of Devounshire from the sea cosst at Stratton . . . eastward to
Berry Castle in Devon, where it crossed a known Roman road from
Exeter {Isca Demnoniorum) towards Countisbury in North Devon, and
then pointed towards Wiveliscombe, and so on towards Bridgwater.”

The whole of which fabric, so far as the assumed Roman character
of this road goes, is evidently based upon our old acqusintance, the
hasty and baseless assumption that the Roman in Romansleigh
means Roman. _

The late Mr. N. Whitley, in a paper on “The Roman Qccupation
of Cornwall,” which appeared in the Journal of the Royal Institu-
tion of Cornwall, xvii,, September, 1875, came to the following
conclusion :

“The great military roads of our Roman conquerors extended mo
further west than Exeter. From thence a road of mferior construction

- 3 Roman Britain, 118.
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d over Great Haldon by Newton Abbot to the Roman atation at
otnes on the Dart, the foundations of a bridge in Roman masonty
having been found at Newton Ablot. Westward of Totnes the ancient
native trackways only were used by the Romans as far as their stations
extended, These trackways were penerally carried along the eresta of
the hills, and therefore called Ris’ge-wnys, thua the wooded valleys
were avoided, and the comatruction of bridges not required. The ol
Laund’s End Road from Stratton westward is a Ridge-way thmughout.()snd
asses over an open country with few impediments, with strongly-built
]:ill castles of earthwork, about twelve miles apart, from Ditchen Hilla
{Clovelly], near Hartland, to Carn Brea castle, We must, therefore, infer
it to be an ancient military highway of the early British perioti, and
available either for conquest or retreat. Opposite the Roman station
of Tamerton (Tamara) tLem is a remarkable ridge road which extends
from Landulph, north of Callington, by Five Lanes to join the old
Land’s End road, near Davidstow; a distance of twenty-six milea
without erossing & single valley.”

This evidence of the character of the ancient British roada in
Cornwall is important. It must be remembered that the ouly
record of Totnes as o Roman station is in the false Richard ; and
that equally with Tamerton, which has been identified with Tamars
by name simply, it is absolutely barren of Roman remains,

Finally, Mr. R. W, Cotton, after a careful consideration of the
full question, cams to this conclusion. 4

“On the whole, aa the pre-historic horizon widens, it becomes
a¥pa.rent that, long before the Roman occupation of Britain, & network
of native roads, or, as it mdy be better to put it, trackways, must have
extended over the whole island ; that the Romans adopted them, or
portiona of them, for their own purposes; pieced them together, so to
say, in continuous lines of two or three hundred miles in ength; and
here and there converted them into magnificent military roads”

The invincible common-sense of this position defies attack.

Mr. Cotton does not believe in the existence of a Devonian
Tkenild. The identification of the ancient road from Dorset with
the Ikenild was made by the speculative antiquaries of the last
century—the “ pre-scientific peried ” ; and endorsed by Dr. Bennet,
partly no doubt under the idea that the name itself still existed on
the Teign, But Mr. Cotton has shown that Hackney, two miles
below Teignbridge, is the name of & rock, not of a road ; and that
it bhad led the Bishop to adopt an untenable line, There is in
fact no evidence whatever of the existence of an Ikenild Way in
Devon ; but there is evidence, adduced by Mr. Cotton, that after
the Ikenild left Salishury, it went to the coast at or near Christ.
church, '

With the Fosseway the case is different, It can be fraced well
through Somerset to withia a few miles of the Devon border ; and
in all likelihood it came by Castle Neroche (the Alauns Sylva of
the Ravennat), and by Hembury (Moridunum), on to Exeter,

4 ‘' Bome ancient Roads in South Devoen,” Trans. Deven, Assoc, xvi. 455,
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Its course below Exeter is another question, The almost
universal belief has been that it went to Totnes. Thisa view mo
doubt originated with the statement found in Henry of Hunling-
don, that the Fosseway ran from Totenea to Catenes. Geofitey of
Monmouth stated that the two limits were Caithness and the
Cornwall Sea Then Robert of Gloucester *“ combined the informa-
tion” by declaring that it went

“fram Toteneys,
Fram the one ende of Cornwaile anone to Catenays.”

But for the assumption that this Totnes of the chroniclers was
the same as the modern town of that name, such an unlikely route
for the Fosseway would never have been suggested.

Mz, Cotton’s view was, that the Fosseway left Exeter at Old Ford,
and went over Great Haldon to Sandygate, thence direct to the
Teign, through the natural gap in the Highweek ridge followed
by the modern road to Newton, through Newton, over Wolborough
Hill, and so fo Totnes on the line of the old turnpike road, falling,
just before reaching the ford of the Dart, into the still more ancient
Keltic Port Street; which Mr. Cotton traces from the “Port
straste ” of Dawlish {mentioned in a grant by the Confessor), by
the lowest ancient ford on the Teign, to Milberdown, and so to
Totnes, taking * True Street” ® on its way. The reasons for carrying
this -ancient road by the Great Central Trackway over Dartmoor,
and along the high land of central Cornwall to the Lands End, are
given in the text.

¥ The *causing” of the fuotﬁmth by the side of the rosd leading from
Totnes to Barry Pomeroy, though it haa been treated as Roman, has not the
smallest claim to be 8o reg'ardgd; nor in all probability cen it assert any
noteworthy antiqnity.
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NOTE E.
ANCIENT EARTHWORKS.

TR ancient earthworks of Devon are of differing origin, and
cover a period of unknown extent. Their antiquity cannot be
gauged by their dimensions, for the sizes of social groups varied in
the past much as they do in the present. Still we may assume
that the larger were commonly amonyg the later examples, from the
greater aggregation and density of population implied, Attempts
to identify them by their plans yield equally uncertain resnits,
aince their outlines—where not circular or approximately so—are
mainly dependent on the contours of their sites. Those of rectangular
form, commonly attributed to the Romans, are the rarest, and
where best defined are of least importance. Nor can they be
fairly classified by their materials,. Their builders used what was
handiest—earth generally, but stones where, as on Dartmoor, theee
were plentiful and soil was thin,

Ancient earthworks exist in, or are recorded for, the follow
places in Devon: Abbotsham {Hennaborough and Godborough);
Axminster; Axmouth (Hocksdon); Berry Natrbor (Newbeny);
Berty Pomeroy; Bideford (Castle Park); Bishops Morchard
{Oldborough); Bishops Nympton; Braunton; Brent Tor; Bridestow;
Brizham (Berry Head, Shorestone, and Greenway); Broadclist
{Dolbury) ; Buckerell Knap ; Buckfastleigh (Hembury) ; Buckland
Brewer (Hembury and others}; Buckland Monachorum (Roborough);
Buckland-tout-Sainta ; Cadbury; Charles {Mockham); Christow
(Scot Tor) ; Chudleigh (Castle Dyke); Chulmleigh (Beacon Down) ;
Clovelly (Clovelly Dikes and Windbury Head); Colridge (Melsham
Castle} ; Countisbury {Oldbury and others) ; Colebrook {Leathern
Castle}; Crediton (Blackdown, Posbury, and Leden Caaﬂos) 3
Cruwys Morchard ; Dartington ; Dartmouth (Woodbury); Den-
bury ; Drewstelgnton (Preat.onhury) ; Dunterton (Dunterton and
Furzelalgh Castles) ; East Buckland (Fllleigh Castle} ; Egg Buck-
land (Castle Farm and Thornbury); Eggesford; Exter (Bury
Park, Stoke Hill, Oid Fort—behmd Gaol, Dane's Castle— near
Duryard) Farmgdon {Windmill Hill}; Farway (Farway Castle} ;
Haccombe ; Haldon (Pephill—Great Haldon, Castle Dykes—
Little Haldon); Hartland ; Halwell (Stanborough); Hennock ;
High Bray (Shomsbury}; Highweek (Castle Ditch); Holbeton
(Oldbury); Holecombe Burneil (Castle Hill and Cotley Castle);
Holwell (Castle Park); Huutsham (Castle); Ilfracombe (Hales-
borough) ; Knowstons (Castle) ; Kelly (Romsdon Castle) ; Killerton
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(Dolbury); Kenton (Mamhead); Langtree (Berry); Lynton
(Roborough and Stock Castles) ; Lapford {Portbury); Loddiswell
(Rings) ; Luppitt (Dumpdon Castle) ; Lydford (town); Malborough
(Bolt Tail and Boltbury}; Manaton ; Martinhoe; Membury (Castle);
Milton Abbot (Willesley); Moretonhampstead (Cranbrook and
‘Woostonbury Castles and Morebarton); Morthoe; Musbury ;
Newiton Abbot (Milber Down); North Huish; North Lew
{Bradbury) ; North Molton; Offwell (Widmouth); Okehampton
(Park); Ottery (Belbury Castle}; Parracombe (Holwell Castle};
Payhembury (Hembury Fort); Pilton (Roborough Castle);
Plympton (Castle, Crownhay, and Boringdon}; Plymouth (Roms-
bury) ; Plymstock (Staddiscombe); Revelstoke; Seaton (Hanna-
ditches) ; Shawleigh (Burridgewood Castle}; Shaugh (Saddie-
borough) ; Slapton (Friscombe); Shebbear (Durpleigh Castle) ;
Sherwell {Castle); Sidbury (Castle); Sidmouth (High Peak);
South Brent ; South Huish (Burley Dolls) ; Southleigh {Blackbury
Castle) ; Southmolion (Castle Down) ; Stockland (Great and Little
Castles) ; Stoke Damerel; Stoke Fleming (Woodbury); Stoke
Gabriel ; Stokenham (Frithscombe and Winslade); Stoke Rivers
{Beerah Castle and Smith Wood); Stocdleigh; Tavistock;
Tamerton Foliott (Maristow); Tedburn (Higher Bury); Tiverton
(Cranmors Castle or Skrinkhille} ; Torquay (Warberry); Torrington
(Castle} ; Washford Pyne ; Wembworthy (Heywood); Widworthy
{Castle Wood and Widworthy Hill); Winkleigh (iwo); Withe-
ridge (Berry Castle}; Woodbury; Woolfardisworthy (Berry
Castle).

This list doea net include the Dartmoor defenced enclosures, such
as Grimspound ; nor, with some few exceptions, those of which
the traces have disappeared in the continued occupation of old
seats of population ; and when every allowance iz made for possible
and probable non-contemporaneity, encugh is left to show what
an active and populous district the Dunmonia of the earthwork
days must have been. “Bury” ia of courss a Saxon appellative,
and “Castle” a medizval; but there are still remaining a few
tracea of the original Keltic names or prefizes, though largely of
the general rather than the special kind.

The following passage from Mr. Kerslake's Liberty of Indepen-
dent Historical Researeh! is worthy of careful consideration,

“ Aa to these hill fortresses being actually cities and towns, in the
some sense as we now use these words: some of them, and these not
the largest of them, are still alive to speak for themselves, oceupying
the same esithwork shells as in so many, and more numerous, cases are
now deserts. . . , Perhaps the most exemplary case to our point is that
of Exeter. . . . Of the lg.cl;, that the greater examples of what are now
only known s ‘campa’ were identical in purpose and origin with those
that have survived as cities we have an actual comparative exemplifica-
tion within easy reach of us. The name of ¢ Maiden Castle,’ Dorset, is

1 Pages 24, 25,
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common to it and other similar places, and, however ancient, cannot be
ita original proper name, but a later descriptive one. Old Sarum, with
a Christian cathedral and seven or eight parish churchea, is historically
known to have come to the ‘same complexion. But the identity of
purpose—that they are in fact the gkeletons of two individuals of one
species—is self-evident to any ome who walks round the stupendous
ramparta of both. Exeter, more happy still, lives as one of our
brightest cities. Its British earth ramparts, surmonnted by Saxorn and
Norman stone walls, had similar precipitous outer ditches; filled up
for modern convenience within recorded time. Its name also is its
British proper name, compounded with its Roman suffix, and both
fixed into the Sazon form, as we now speak it. The site shows the
same principle of relation as the other; and remains of the same
method of defence are still visible. What has kept it alive to our
time is the accidental posseseion, in addition to the requirements of its
foundems, of those of medizval and modern life,”
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NOTE F.

ROMAN CORNWALL.

Tae chief peculiarity of the traces of the Romana in Cornwall
is the ocourrence of two inscribed stones, each of which is in the
neighbourhood of an earthwork which has yielded evidence of
Roman occupation. One of these stones was found at St. Hilary
in 1853, buried in the foundation of the north wall of the chancal
of Bt, Hlla.ry Church. The other was identified by the Rev. W.
Iage in 1890 in a lich stone in Tintagel churchyard. They are
both of the same date, probably a.p. 307, when the two emperors
whom they commemorate—Constantine and Licinins—were joint
rulers, and seem to point, as already noted, to the march of a small
body of Roman soldiers through the county. Curious that Corn-
wall, with ita utter absence of structural Roman relics, should thus
have yielded more proof of military cccupation than Devon,
Prebendary Scarth read the St. Hilary stone from rubbinge :

IMP, OARS
FLAVL [0 vaL)
CONSTANTINO

pio[F.] mvig[ro}
CAES . ... G

DIVI
CONBTAKTI
PII
AVG
PILIO

Extending “ I'mperatore Caesare Flavio Pelerio Constantino Pio
Felice Imvietlo Caesare Filio Augustorum Divi Constantii Pii
Augusta Filic.”

The late Dr. Barham questioned the reading of the second, fourth,
and fifth lines, seeing clearly in the second only FL and v, and in-
¢lining to the opinion that the v etood alone as an initial, all that
followed the v being quite conjectural except another v. Ho also
regarded all except Pro in the fourth line as conjectural, and
doubted whether the fifth line bad any lettering beyond cazs, the
G being possibly independent of a tool. It is accepted that this stone
belongs to Constantine the Great; and Professor Hubner, considering
it without doubt a Roman milestone, naturally held that a Roman

.
4
at



100 MR. R. N. WORTH'S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS,

milestone proved a Roman road. But on this point see the text,
The occurrence of the Licinian stone is iteelf argument for the
honorial character of the Constantine.

It seems much more to the point that there are at Bossnce, to the
east of St. Hilary, 1§ miles north-sast of the atone, the remains of
a small cap, oblong, with corners rounded, but capable of accom-
modating little more than a centurion’s command, In this earth-
work, in 17586, a well was found, and therein a leaden jug, a pewter
bowl, a pewter or leaden ditto, a fragment of a turned granite vase,
and a couple of stone weights, with a millstone and fragments of
leather, horns, bones, &c. Half a mile distent, in 1779, an urn
was also found filled with Romen coins, The most interesting
feature of the camp find wae one of the bowls, which waa rudely
inscribed AELIUS MODESTUS DED MARTI R=* Aelius Modestus to the
God Mars B Here, then, is unquestionable proof of the presence
of a small Roman command,

The other Roman or Romanized earthwork iz at Tregear or
Tregaer, in Nanstallon, 2} miles west of Bodmin. Though four
times the size of Bosence, it ig still small, about 330 feet by 260,
and also rectangular, with rounded corners, It has yielded shards
of Samian and common pottery, with coins of Vespasian, &c,, &
few fragments of bronze harness, arms, and armour, and a silver
fibula ; while the vicinity has produced further relics of eimilar
character, including coins of Vespasian, Trajan, and Antoninus
Pius, and & glass bead. Other objects found at Tregaer and in the
adjacent ancient stream work of Boscarne are clearly British, The
Rev. W. Iago caleulated that this camp would accommodate a
cohort of 480 men, and suggested that the remains of other rectan-
gular earthworks in the neighbourhcod (Trevithick and Kelly)
might poiut to a landing at Port Isaac.

Mr. Iago also connects a site in 8t. Minver, opposite Padstow,
where many Roman relics have been found, with a road called
Plain Street, three miles distant. The finds here comprise Roman
pottery, glass and beads, fragmeunts of bronze articles and various
coins—among them of Gallienus, Constentine I., and Arcadins.

The coins at Tregaer, so far as known, belong to our earlier
sories ; and those at Rock to the later The former earthwork
would be sufficiently explained, if such a landing as suggested by
Mr. Tsgo were made by the circnmnavigating forces of Agricola,
The Rock remaing wounld very well fall into place with the suggeated
Constantinian-Licinian march, the Liciuian stone at Tintagel being
on the same coast route, some dozen miles to the north-weat. This.
stone is read by the discoverer:

IMF C @
va
LIC LICIN

Imperator Caesar Galertus Valerius Licinianus Lictnius,
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An ancient burial ground on the shore of Trevone Bay, west of
Padstow, with rows of skeletons lying north and south, has been
claimed as Roman from the association of a bronze fibula with one
of the skeleions, and a piece of Samian ware hard by. But it is
not certain that the fibula is Roman. It may be late Keltic, like
the articles found in the Mount Batter or Stamford Cemetery.
Even if Roman, it does not follow that the skelstons were, sceing
too, that there is such excellent reason for placing the ancient
British town which Ptolemy records as Uxella, in this locality.
There are remains of a kitchen midden not far distant.?

One notable featurs of the discoveries of Roman coins in Cornwall,
distinguishing it from Devonshire, is the greater comparative number
of hoards, More than a thousand c¢oine were found at Pennance,
near Falmouth, ranging a.0. 134 to a.p, 342. A *pint” was dug
up near the foot of Carn Brea Hill in 1749 ; and the same locality
bas frequently yielded them in smaller numbers. In Bocadzhil,
St. Just, nearly one hundred were found. At Trerym, according
to Leland, was discovered “a brass pot full of momney.” In 1735,
at Condora, on the south entrance of Helford river, twenty-four
gallons “all of the age of Constantine and his family.” In a
ditech near Malpas, twenty lbs. weight, dating from a.p. 259 to
A.D. 284, Im 1779 an urn full was found at Godolphin, eight Iha.
weight of which were sold to a Jew. In 1869, at Caerhayes, a leaden
jug, containing about 2500 third century. Many Roman coins
have also been picked up at different times near Hayle Causeway,
and at Tywardreath ; and several in stream works ; while those of
Carausius have been somewhat nnmerous in 8f. Just. In St. Just
too was found a small bronze figure of a bull, now in the museum
of the Royal Institution of Cornwall, long held to be Phoenician,
but since claimed as Roman.

The conclusions of the late Mr. N. Whitley are summed up in
the following lines:

“The Roman coins and personal ornaments found in the tin stream
works are very suggestive of a trade with the tinmers, and of visits of
ersons of quality to the works. It appears, however, certain that the
ritons of the extreme West, under their native princes, and with the
aid of their numerous hill castles, maintained a sort of rough indepen-
dence during the whole peried of the Roman occuﬂation of Britain. , . .,
‘We may infer that the occul]:ation of Cornwall by the Romana, slight aa it
appears io be, was rather that of friendly intercourse for the purpose of
trade, than that of conguest or dominion. They may have held isolated
portiona of the county by these outlying forts, or headland castles, forti-
tied on the land side, like that of Condors ; but the great mass of the
pﬁpple ‘were unsubdued, and maintained their allegiance to their native

1 Pruns, Dev. Assoc, 1864 ; 138,



