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ON SOME ROMAN-BRITISH REMAINS
FOUND NEAR PLYMOUTH.

BY 0. BPENCE BATE, F.R8.,, RTC

IN the spring of the present year, in order to remove all
impediments from interfering with the range of the gung
belonging to the new fort erected on Stamford Hill, the
engineer found it necessary to cut away the slope between it
and the sea. In doing this the exeavators came upon sundry
evidences of the remains of an antient burial-ground,

The hill on which it stands consists of slate, and is situated
between the broad bay of Plymouth Sound on the west and
an arm of the sea that is known as Catwater, and flows up
the estuary of the river Plym on the east. On the north the
land projects to some distance, and ends in a bluff hill of
limestone, known as Mount Batten:; hetween which and the
hill on which the remains were found is a low grass plane
on a gravelly soil, that, previonsly to the erection of the
Plymouth Breakwater, was occasionally flooded at high spring
tides. On the east of Fort Stamford, being portions of the
same rather than a separate hill, another mass of limestone
stands.  On the south is the high land of Staddon Heights.

The remains were found in pits, generally about four or four
and a half feet deep; one foot of which consisted of soil, the
remaining three having been excavated in the partially dis-
integrated surface of the natural rock. These graves were
mere hollow excavations, the walls sometimes sharply cut.
This appears to have been the more evident where the soft
slaty rock was firmest. The bottoms of the excavations were
deepest towards the centre, and they were filled in with the
debris which had been taken out of them, together with
numerous large, rough, worn blocks of limestone, that must
liave been purposely brought from one of the neighbouring
limestone hills,

" The removal of the material had been proceeded with for
some time, and the workmen state that they had occasionally
12
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found bones and pieces of earthenware. Tt was only, however,
when they found some bronze articles, for which they antici-
pated getting a few shillings in exchange, that they reported
the discovery to Captain Moggridge, the engineer officer in
charge of the fortifieation works, Tmmediately that the
circumstance was known, I was kindly made acquainted with
it. Hastening to the place, I watched, as far as practicable,
the progress of the exploration.

The graves were very numerous, the longitudinal axis lying
mostly in a direction east and west. There were evidences,
however, that this was not invariably the case, for in some
instances several graves broke into each other, and in one
case the extremity (I say the extremity, because this was all
that was not dug away when I arrived) appeared to be asso-
ciated with others, as if it had been made at right angles
with them.

When I first arrived, the portions of four graves were
exposed in section, out of which had been previously taken
some human bones, two bronze armlets, a bronze fibula, and
some pottery. After my arrival, some more human bones
were found, evidently portions of at least three human hodies,
as well as several isolated molars of the pig, several pehbles
from the sea beach, mostly of one size, and fragments of
glass, together with a vase of coarse ware, in one grave.
Upon opening a new grave, we found at the bottom a bronze
mirror, in tolerably perfect condition, and some traces of
decomposed bones. There was also found in this grave a
bronze fibula, by a workman. In other places, the workmen
found the handles of two bronze mirvors, two bronze bracelets,
of different formations, a bronze dagger or knife in its sheath,
portions of a bronze cup, and some fibule, There have also
been found fragments of many kinds of vases, in more or
less perfect pottery ware, portions of the human skeleton,
and a considerable quantity of iron, in a very decomposed
state, leaving traces of having been parts of implements of
some kind.

Bronze Mirrors. (Figs. 1,2,3.) The first of these that we found
was lying flat at the bottom at the eastern extremity of the
grave. It was very nearly cirenlar in form, being, without mea-
surement, impereeptibly longer in one diameter than aunother,
the shortest dinmeter being probably the vertical axis when in
use. The front or polished surface of the mirror was placed
downwards. The back, which was upwards, being the best pre-
served, was ornamented with a considerable quantity of seroll
engraving. The patbern consisted of three circular figures, the
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two lower ones heing Tnvger than that whieh I take to be the
central top ene. Althonel sach civeular seroll difters from the
others, they ave evidently figured upon one general plan, the
lines within being seaments of cireles of various sizes, nnd form
creseents with varions modifications.  Some portions of the
engraving, in order to give solidity to the character, were
filled in with numerous short striated spots, consisting of
three lines in one way, and threo lines at right angles. The
entire surface of the mirror was surrounded by a narrow
border or rim, which was formed of « separate piece, and
folded over the margins. This specimen was damaged in
Inany parts, particalarly npon the under surface, and some of
the edes was entirely eaten awny; but where the rim was
preserved, the plate was not only in good condition, but not
even carbonized, retaining the hright eolour of the bronze as
erfect as when probably in use hy the ancient possessor.
Vith this specimen no handle was found ; hat o second,
(Fig. 2,) of which the very small portion that has bLeen
obtained is sufficient to show it to be a duplicate in form,
has the handle attached to it. This handle is east in one
piece, in the form of a Joop made by folding one half hack
against the other, and securing them in that position by a
band, the two free ends being spread out to hold the mirror,
which is received in a groove, and supported on each side by
a seroll work of bromze, muel of which is lost. but the
impression still remains upon the plate. The dinmeter of the
mirror in its greatest longth is eight inches: the length of the
handle of the duplicate specimen, which is supposed to be of
the same size as the missing handle of the more perfect
mirror, 18 four inches.

A second handle (Fig. 3) las also heen found of a more
finished chawacter. Tt consists of an oval ring, the longest
diameter heing at right angles with the vertical axis; a shatt,
which is grooved at cach end, and donbly so at the widdle;
at the extremity opposite to the handle is a grooved flange,
into which the mirror was seeured hy rivets, No trace of the
plate that helonged to this handle was found: and the difter-
ence of form, together with the different style of execution,
seen in the detail of some lirtle engraving that is present on
the tlange of the handle, demonstrates that this mivor wuost
in it complete state have varied considerably from that pre-
viously deseribed.  The length of this handle is six inches,
and the detail of the engraving is made up with small nniform
natehes, while that of the preceding consisted of short lines,
placed by threes, alternately areanged at right angles with
each other,
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I am informed by Mr. Evans that these mirrors are rare,
and that only a single specimen, with engraved back, has
previously been found. That was in the county of Bedford,
and is now preserved in the museum of the county town. I
know not if that is as large as our specimens; but those
found generally do not exceed three or four inches,

Bracrrurs. (Figs. 4, 5.) The next objects of interest that
were obtained from these explorations are a series of bronze
bracelets, There were four of one form and one of a second.
We will describe the most numerous first. These were formed
of solid bronze, flattened upon the internal and rounded npon
the external surface. They opened by a hinge in the middle,
which was made by the insertion of a tongue with a deep
noteh or groove, and secured by a rivet, on which the two
halves swung. It is not exactly clear what kind of clasp
secured them when shut; two of them had one kind, whereas
the third evidently differed. From the position of the rivets,
it appears that the two fasten hy the projection of a central
piece of wire, that was caught with a spring clasp, much as
we find in the bracelets of the present day. The third has a
tongue very similar to that of the hinge, bub smaller, and
this probably was caught by a spring also. The external
surface of these bracelets was ornamented by embossed mark-
ings, consisting of a running scroll, that looked like a series
of the letter s, folded into each other suecessively. The
rounded portion formed by the bottom of one s enclosing the
top of the succeeding is raised and perforated by two deep
holes, placed side by side. These holes are in some few places
still filled by a dull red bead, as at one time, I have no doubt,
were all the rest.

The material of which these heads were formed I am not
certain. 1t may be jasper, as suggested to me by a friend,
although, from its appearance under a lense, I am imelined to
think that the beads may have been made out of the slag or
waste material left in the pots after the melting of the
bronze. This is often of a deep red colour.’ I am informed
by Mr, Evans that the insertion of beads in bracelets of this
deseription is tare. The second form of bracelet (Fig. 5),
of which we have but two specimens, is much more slender,
and almost without ornament. Five embossed bands, of
which the middle one is the largest, ornament the middle,
which is the stoutest part of the hracelet. This bracelet
appears to have had no fastening, and it is evidently formed
on the principle of a spring, that yields to the pressure of the
liand as it is pressed on the wrist.
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Four specimens of fibule were found, two in an injured,
the rest in a tolerably perfect state. These antique brooches
consist of bronze in an arcuate form. The upper end at which
the pin is attached has a bar fixed at right angles with the
brooch. The lower end is widened into a plate that gradually
thins towards the extremity, which is eurved to form a secure
lodgment for the pin to rest in. The pin in one brooch is
attached by being twisted several times round the bar at the
upper extremity, and is thus made secure, as well as receives
an elastic character, which renders it doubly firm when fixed.
In both the others, the cross piece at the top is flattened and
turned up at the extremities, and a bar is fixed between the
two extremities, Passing through a hole is a pin, that is
rivetted at each end. Round the bar, on each side of the pin,
wire is closely twisted; this gives an ornamental finish to the
brooch, as well as keeps the pin in its place. The flattened
portion, which is bent to receive the pin, is perforated, in one
?pecimeﬂ, by three holes, each encircled by a single grooved
ine.

SmaLn Fisunz, (Fig. 12.) From one of the latest opened
of these graves, we obtained a small bronze Lrooch, made
upon a plan that has recently again come into use. 1t forms
an incomplete ring, the extremeties of which terminate in a
small knob, The pin is lost; but it was movable, and made
to pass the extremities and impinge with pressure upon the
opposite side.

Diex. (Fig. 6.) A small dirk or knife was also dug out
by one of the workmen. The blade of the dirk is still
within the sheath; but although the guard is of bronze,
yet I am inclined to believe that the blade may be of iron,
from the ecircumstance of there being ferruginous rust
both at the entrance, as well as visible through a crack in
the side of the sheath. The point that remains of the spill
that was inserted into the handle shows that it was of iron
also. The form of the knife may probably be suggested from
the outline of the sheath. It is four inches long, and about
three quarters of an inch broad nearest to the hilt, from
whence the sides run parallel to nearly two-thirds the length,
when they gradually narrow to the point, one side doing so
moore rapidly than the other, thus suggesting that one side of
the blade possessed a cutting, the other a safe edge. The
sheath ‘is formed of two pieces of bronze plate; one has
its edges folded, so as to enclose the smaller. A small loop
of flattened wire is secured hy three rivets to the margin
near the handle, which thus enabled the implement to be
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secured to a belt. The whole of this, as all the workman-
ship in bronze, is united by means of rivets, no evidence of
solder being apparent in any part of this or other article.

A Bronze Cup. (Fig. 14) A bronze cup, or rather por-
tions, were found by the workmen. The fragments consisted
of the bottom, and a part of the rim. The bhottom is about
an ineh and a quarter across, and the are of the rim shows
the top of the cup to have heen about three inches in
diameter. The edge of the rim is slightly turned out, a cir-
cumstance that is sneoestive of a flowing or waved outline
to the sides, which were very thin, a fact that accounts for the
destruction of the cup.

Grass Bown, (Fig. 15) Some fragments of a glass vase
or bowl were thrown out of one grave. They are of a beau-
tiful amber colour; the surface being only slightly incrusted
with those prismatic hues, that so frequently corrode antient
glass that has been long buried in the earth. The fragments
that we recovered are the bottom, a portion of the side, and a
part of the rim of a basin.  The bottom is about two inches
and a half across, from which the base passes out in nearly a
horizontal line, until it reaches the approximate diameter
of five inches; it then gradually ascends to the probable
height of four or five inches, and as gradually increases in
gize until it reaches the dianmeter of six inches, where it
is finished by a shallow rim, formed by the folding of the
edge of the glass ontwardly back upon its self. The lower
portion of the vase is ornamented hy a series of raised lines,
radiating from the base, but instead of passing directly to
the circumference, flow diagonally outward, as if they were
formed during the time that the plastic material revolved
upon its own axis.  Although in many parts the workman-
ship shows erudeness in execution, yet the vessel, as a whole,
must have exhibited an eleganee in appearanee, that is sugges-
tive of the idea that it must have been the property of an
individual of some pretention among his fellows, particularly
when we compare it with the quality of the pottery that has
been found in the same locality.

Bowr or Brack Porrery., With but one single exception,
all the ware that has been fonnd in this cemetery is in a
fragmentary state, Nor is this to be wholly attributed to the
carelessness of the exeavators, although no doubt but that in
some measure it is due to the fact of the excavations having
been carried on hy men working for a contractor under
Government. They were compelled to pursne their labour
ussiduously, and were not permitted the time necessary to
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remove such fragile material with safety from their positions
in the graves. (¥Fig. 16.)

The ware of this bow] is coarse; it stands upon a cirenlar
ring, which is about three inches in diameter. ¥rom this bot-
tom the base extends on each side until the diameter is about
five inches; the sides then rise inwardly, then gradually curve
outwardly, terminating in a small vivo at abont fonr inches from
the base. There is a small vonnd depression upon the inside,
near the upper edge, corresponding with a similar depression
upon the outside, from which latter a groove passes as far as
the broken edge. This marking is suggestive of a small hori-
zontal handle having been situated in this position; but if a0,
there was no corresponding handle at the opposite extremity
of the basin, since the two fragments together complete more
than half the diaweter of the vase.

SEcoND Brack Bowr, (Fig 17.) A second black vase was
found by Capt. Moggridge. This is of much finer ware than
the previous one, and much more slender in texture; it is
also of a much more elegant shape, though formed on the
same general design,

The ring at the bottom is about three inches in diameter,
the eentre of which is deeply excavated, corresponding with
a econvex elevation on the inside,  From the ring at the
bottom the sides extend on each side, nntil the diameter is
about seven inches; they then rise slightly inwardly, and
then gradually enrve outwardly to the edge, where they ter-
minate, without any embossed rim, at a height of about three
inches.

Timep Brack Bowrn. Of o third black bowl or vase, one
small fragment only has been recovered; but this is enough
to show that the design was the same as the previous. The
substance was a little stouter than the last, but less so than
the first, and it differed from both in having a double emn-
bossed line all round the middle of the sides. This, like the
two previous ones, is very dark, almost black, not only on the
surface, but through the substance, a circwmstance that I
think must be due to the character of the clay of which the
vessels were made, and not attributable to the muflling of the
furnaces during the process of baking.

Minure Vase (Fig. 20.) A very small vase, of a less
darkened surface to the two previously discovered specimens,
Capt. Moggridge was fortunate enough to save, from the up-
lifted axe of the exeavator, in a perfect state. The bottom is
flat, and about an inch and a half in diameter, from which it
gradually rises outwardly until just above the middle, from
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which point it rounds more suddenly inwards to form a con-
stricted ring just Teneath the edge of the month, which turns
outwards,  Thae dimneter at the mouth is about three inelies,
ab the brondest part about three and a half, and the height, is
abont tour inches,

Iiep Vase (Fig. 19)  The next vase is one that T value,
from the circumstance of having figured the entire design
from the character of the neck only. I afterwards found
part of the sides and the hottonm, and was enabled to
establish the corvectness of my figure, The form of this vase
1 much like the last deseribed, feom which it differs in hay-
ing a more swlden eurving just below the neele; it also stands
higher. 1t is larger, the diameter of the bottom being ahont
four inches, the hody of the vessel at its greatest width about
seven inches, and the mouth about three. The height is
about eight inches and a half.

seureruren Bowt. (Fig, 18.)  The next vase to whieh I
wish to draw attention differs in form, and evidently attained
a higher degree of external finish. Unfortunately, of this
but few fragments have been vecovered. It consists of hard-
baked clay, of a coarse character. The general colonr is ved,
but in some places the external surface is hlackened, probably
due to the mufiling of the furnace during the process of
baking. The height is about four inches and a half; it
stands upon a eiveular bottom of abont three inches in
diameter, which raises the wvessel from the ground abont
an inch.  The bottom of the vase within is flat; the sides
gracefully rounded oubwards, then inwards, and again oufb-
wards to the wouth, the dinmeter of which is about six
inches, being, in fact, the widest pmt of the vessel, over-
hanging the body of the vase quite three quarters of an inch,
The external surfuce is ornamented by a rim at the edge, hy
an embossid ving about an inch helow, by a second but less
raised rving an inch still lower, beneath which point the
swelling part of the vessel is covered by a nnmber of short
engraved notehes, placed in lines vertieal to {he base.  This
latter workmanship rvesembles the ornamentation of Celtic
pot l.l:l‘)’.

Praiy Warer Jue. (Fig. 22) Two vessels, apparently
intended for holding water, were found ; the first was a plain
earthenware bottle, made of very soft friable yellow ware,
The body of the vessel was neatly eivenlar, having a flat-
ringed base and a narrow neck,  This vessel was, when first
found, perfect as to form, but intersected by nmmerous
fractures, so that it was impossible to liave removed it except
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in a very fragmenfary condition. 1t stood in an upright
position, and, previous (ooits romoval, 1inserted my hand
throngle the looken side, but found nothing within,  The
height of the hottle, which il o portion of the neck Troken
off: was about eiuht inches, and it could not be mueh less in
dinmeter than sis.

WaTER Juc wiri TTanpie, This vessel is of the same
general forn as the preceding, bt sompewhat lavger, s
of a light yellow friahle warve, T probably stood about twelve
inches in height, and ils dinmeter, at ita gveatest civeuni-
forence, was proliahly ahond cight inehes. The rim round the
mounth was reversed, leaving a hollow hetween it and the
neek of the hottle. The outer surface of the rim is gmrronnded
Ly a coneave ying. From beneath the vim the remains of a
handle exist, the opposite extremity of which was, no doubt,
attached to the npper portion of the hady of the vessel,

Drivking Cure. (Fig 23) The only piece of pottery that T
have left undeseribed of the fragments that we have found,
which are of suflicient inportance to_indicate Fovan, is that
which appears to have heen part of a deinking cup. It con-
sists of yellow ware. s sides were perpendicular to its flat
Dase, and il was arnamentod by a donble embossed  line
traversing the civeumference on o level with the lower ex-
tremity of the handle, whieh was probably near the middle,
Assuming this to he the case, the cup probably stood at about
five inehes in height, and its civeumforence, taken from a
continuation of the measured segment, econld not he less than
four inches and a half.  So that it was nearly as broad as
Tigh, and probably Leld about a pint of waler,

ImpLeMENTs oF Tron, The objects that were found made
of iron were mostly in foo decomposed a condition for us to
amive at any positive conelusions as to what they veally were,
Some appear to have heen the vernains of the blades of knives,
Some were probably the tongunes of knives that were driven
into the handle; and the remains of wood still abtached to
them, deeply stained with forruginons yust, support this
];}:pni.hcsis. Some, of which there were o consideralile num-
ber taken from one spot, might have heen the ronnd points of
arrows, or the armature of a huekler, They consisted generally
of irregularly-shaped nodules of ivon, from which a point, or
sharp tongue projected. There are many other pleces of
ivpeaular form,

Soraranry Grave. Alout g Lundred feol from these graves,
while cutting nearer towards the sea, the labourers came upon
a solitary grave, of similar character to the rest, out of which




they ahtained several fragments of iron, four of whieh, upon
being put together, were found to be the remains of a pair of
scissors (Fig. 25), resembling, but about half the size of, a
pair of modern sheepshiears,  The others were part of a knife,
(Fig. 24.)  The point was eurved forwards, one edge of the
blade being sharp; the other, forming the back of the knife,
was thick ad salo,

Lancr Bronze Fixeer Rive. (Fig. 11) With these last
implements parts of thece hronge rings were found. The largest
is fueed with three civeular dises, the middle one heing nuceh
greater in diameter than the lateral ones, which are of one
size. The central one is ornamented by an embhossed ring
round the margin, by two oval longitudinal nodules in the
middle, and by three cireular nodules on each side, of which
the central nodule is the largest. The lateral dises are deap,
and when found were partially oeeupied with a white mate.
vial, probably the remains of a cement that was used to fix a
bead in each. The ring, which is now flattened somewhat,
was evidently intended as an ornament to have been worn on
the finger.

SMALL Bronze RiNe. (Fig, 10)) The sccond ring is smaller
than the previous one,  Its face is merely a flattened exten-
sion of tself, and is ornamented by two rows of short, ver-

tical lines, enclosed within engraved marging.  This ring, of

which ouly a partion has heen recovered, appears o have
been too swall to have been worn on the finger even of a
female; and the cirewmstance of the face being at right
angles with the sides, suggests that it may have been nsed for
other purposes than that of a finger ring.  Some portions of
a third ring were also found, but not sufficient to enable any
dea to he formed of its character with certainty.  The fiag-
ment consists of small wire, flattened at one extremity, the
sides of the whole heing closely ribhed. '

Upon the completion of the work necessary for the forfifi-
cation, T applied for permission 1o pursue farther rosedarch,
In this way I have been enabled to proceed more eantiously,
and obtain a clearer idea of the positions of the things found
in relation to each other.

Undoubtedly the remains appear to be very heterogeneonsly
mingled together, but still T think the following may be relied
upon as being an approximation of their positions relative to
euch other,

The blocks of weather-worn limestone, which appear in the
fivst instance to be so iregnlurly placed, T aseertained, by
tracing the circuit of the walls of the graves where it was
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practicable to da so, to hiave heen placed oviginally as a wall,
within which the corpse was placed inoa sitting posture. 1t
is prohable that some of the stones were also cimployed for
the prurpose ol covering in the hady,

The veason why crnaments and ohjects of valne wero
buried with the dead has never Loen elearly estalilished, The
number of things that are found interved militates against
the ddea whiel Cisor hins afliemed to he the ease with
the inhabitants of anticnt Dritain, that all their wealth was
Inried with themy oven il we suppose that the inhalitants
of o Roman colony had so far adopted the eustoms of the
people among whom they had settlod, as to have copied them
in their mode of interment,

Judging from these explorations, the apinion at wlhich T
lave arrived is, that it was customary, avising from sanilary
proposes, ov from feelings of aficetion, to hurey with the hody
all the objeets which the tndividual Tid  possession at the
time of, or durine the sickiess that preceded, death, 1 is in
this way only that I can acconnt, not only for the existence
of ornaments and vessels of value, hut teee o reason for the
presenee of pebbles from the shore, as well ag the teoth of
the pig, all of which 1 assume to have heen ohjects of amuge-
ment helonging to the ehild from whose grave T took them,

I the solitavy geave, the discovery of finger vings, a knife,
and seissors, indieate it as the harvial place of a female; hing
why it was sepanted so distantly fron the vest, there are af
present no mcans of ascortaining; but that it was intentional
I think may be aceopted, from the eivenmatanes that a culting
in the rock was find to exist between it and the olher
graves, whicli the engineering officer assures me, from its ap-
pearance and character, must have originally heen intended
as a drain,

I offer these suggestions merely as ideas that accurred to
my mind ag T progressed with the vesenreh, which af present
must be considercd in an unfinished state, inasmuch as thera
appears to be a considerable extent of ground not yet explored.



