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S1l. MICLTAEL'S, BIiENT TOlt.
BY JAMEE nrNtr, l"I.lr.A.

BnpNt Ton, four rniles north of Tavistock, ,,a high rocl<y
place," says Risdon, irr his Bu,rutety of Deaon,-rvritten twir
centuries and a-half alqo-('on tlre top whereof stand,s a,

church, full bleal< and wettlrel heraten, aU alone, as it were
fot'saken, whose clrurchyard doth har<lly aflbrd depttr ol' earth
to bury thc tlead; yct, doulrtless, tlrey rest there as secure rs
in eur-rrptuous St. .Peter's until the dr.r.y of doom.

"This tor serveth as a rnark to'sailors who bear witlr
Plymouth haven, w'hich, with Tavistock, whereuntti it be-
Iongeth, and 1\{ilton, maket}r a hurrclred. A11 whic}r lanrls, at
the suppression of the abbies, rvere given to the Lrircl Ilussell,
Lolcl Privy Seal, arr<l afterwilr.ds Iiail of Bedforrl, anr:estor of
the preseut lNarl of lledford antl Lord Lieutenant of this
county, who was sent dotvn into Devonshire as Lorrl
Presicleut."

Ttrere are ntlmerous instanccs of towers serving the pur-.
poses of beacons anrl watch towers, as well as belfries. The'
late Dr. ?etrie, and other antirltra,ries, have clearly proved
that the Round Towers of lrelarid were intendecl foi tliese as
well as other uses. In that part of Warwickshire kurirvn as
the I'orest of Arden, the atrcitrnt spire of Astley L.hrrrch was
l,lie guide of the district, a.nrl called the.,Larrtern of Artlen."
fn the octagonal lantern built over the tower of All Sairrts,
l)ovcmetrt, York, a la.r'ge lalrrp wns t'orrnerly suspentlerl, whiolr
strrved at lriglrt os il, bcocorr to trilvellers-ovor-the oxtcrrsive
tbrest around. IJut rnore cornmonly the treacon lircs wore
lighted in an iron framovorl< set on tbe top of an anslc
turret. There is a tutret <-rf this tlescription nn St, Mict'o"i's
l\{ount, in Cornwall, antl at llrrlleigh,'in Hssex, where not
only the turret remains, but tlre iron-grato in which tlrr tiles
wereliglrted. To nention orrly one niher tlistant exarnplc---
Durrrlr.y lorver, i' So,rersetshiie, o,c 'f tlre loltiest arrti hest
IJroportioue(l in. tltnt oounty -of trotrle torvcrs, ttrough at;tnclrerl
tr a vrl'y i*sig,ificrr,t clrutclr, is built orr tlre croli r:f a slr:r,1r
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hill, anti is visilrle {hr dowu the J}.istol channel. It was
elected by the rrrerchant adventurers of Bristol, in tbe l-5th
century, as a larrrlrrrark for sea[lell, and is renrarkable not
only as t beacou, but for the bearrty of its desigu ancl the
boltlness r.rf its proportions.

One ol tlre most a,ucieut etlifices of this class iu Eng)and
is the subjer:t of this sholt paper, the little beacorr church on
Brent Tr,rr, rvhich, rvhetlier we regat'd its antiquity nse, or
situation, is altogether a curious stluctut'e.

Brerrt Tor, or Rren, as it is still souretimes called in the
iocality (flonr the Saxon worcl llrennen,. to burn), in the l}ritish
period was no tloubt a beacon on which wood turf anrl tlther
fuel was liunrt by way of signal. 'I'here was prr-rbnbly a
Iine of beacrirrs ou the Darturoor tors, anrt the intelligence
of invasiorr or rlisttess lvoulrl l-ro corurnunicated by rt rapid
successiorr of lrtracorr fires. Tlrtr prr:sent edifice, erected in the
13th cetrtur'.y, but perpetua.ted anrl ernpha,sised the pruyrosc to
rvhich thcr hill had been devoted fiuui a renrote time. It was
the church's couseerntion of the Tor as a " famous se& lr)ark,"
arxl not unlil<ely (though oplrosed to the cornmon tradition)
the building rvas erccted by tlre a,bb,,ts of Tavistock, to rvhoru
tho larrtls belonged, who, iu this, as in other ways, would be
likely to turn their: picty tc; plactical trcconut.

Most of the clrurclr is oorrttrrirpol'rncous rvith the eailiest
existirrg remaius of the abbey, with those very beautiful
portions of an Itrarly Bnglish arcade aud arch in the Tavi-
stock churchyartl. Tradition says, but the story is not very
ingetrious, that the lbundations of the little church rvere at
firet laid at the foot of the rnount iu a position nore conve-
rrient ftrr clrurch goers ; but that the tlevil, of whose person-
ality antl acbive interference ill ecclesiastical matters there
'were sc) many ocular proofs in the rnicldle ages, r'eruoved the
stones by night from the base to the top, from no preference,
it is presumed, to the loftier site, l.rut rvith the intention of
l'rustratiug the ploject altosether'. Tn this Ite was dis-
ruppointctl; f,;r the builtlcls ctintirrucd tlrcir lnbours uL the
suurttrit, tliough often lrrrrtlssed by lirrious rvinds and the
visits of tlre aloh enelrly. On its corrrpletion, however, and
irlnrediately after its dedicatir-rn to St. I\{ichael, the patron
saitrt hurlctl upon the tlevil srrch a trenrendous ruass of rock,
t,hat he bett a hasty retreat, anrl rrr:vcr again ventnred near
the sacleri builtling; so that ihe beaeorr lighi.s rvhich wele
afierwards set up on the l,op of the tower were never once
extinguished lry the prince of darl<ness.

An iuscription on the sorth wall, which is referrr:d to irr



llti
trlost notioes ol'the churclr (but-udw I believe concealed by
p)aster'), har prr.rbably scrved'to keep alive a fuatlitiorr rr,,t yti
altogcther discrerlitetl, il, is snitl, by s._,me natives of thc r,r,x,r.,*^ ()* th,,is rocl,: I utill buikl my chu,rch, q,nd, th.e gatcs of h,:ll
shall not pntauil oga.inst it."

But as thcre is rro srrrokc without sonre fire. eo ol.obablv
the'e are I'ew traditions rvhicl have not o shovr of Jeritv oir
which _to r,est, espeoially of an ago when all tr,uth ,rur" 

"*_pressed by syrubr.rls antl legenrls, ri:hen all ideas of soocl were
centled .in tlrc guardiarr an[el, and of evi] in the devil ; *hen
the spirit divine was diffuscd

;,Tb.ough fonns of hrrru&n artr,,

and when, as Coler.idgle expresses it, the material churclr
itself becaure the petrifuction of religion.

TIre real incitlents corrnect*tl withlhe erection of a church
o:r this rugged anrl dcsolate peak-the opposition not onlv of
the elernents, but <.rf the wild antl heatlienish iuhalritants of
the neighborrrhooil, v'ordd afforcl sufficient material for the
imaginative, -thouglr lrot necc$.sarily superstitio,s, nro,k ol'l-'ov,stock-tlre novrlist of tlr* age_out of wlrich to wr-,ave
this romantic story, witlr a rrroral"at its close..

^!'uller,.irr his Enulish, llrrrth,ies, clescribee the inhabitants
9t a]t. atljorning village, ctlletl tlre Gubbins, &s a ., lawless
)cythian sort of pcLrple," a rvilil aud weII ligh savage race in
/r?-3turre. It,rn.y lre presurrrerl tlrrrt they.w'ei'e in n still rnorc
balbal'otls state tlrrrrr. ce rrl rtlir:s lrrevirrrrsl_y; o1d I vgrrtulo trr
suggest that the GubLins rrc'e the euil',li.posed a.nd evil
possess.ed spirits *ho, fror, r strong aversion to the inroatls
of civilizatiou, t:rrdea'oured- to puli'<lown this chu.ch 11,ro-balily the first erected o, the rioor) as 1ast as it was r.rei,rr
built .p, and_ who, on tlre ilay of'co'secra.tior, ,,ll,"ri 

-ii,!
p,iest fi.st said ruass, antl tlre psalm of praise was drsi clrauterl
on the tor', becarne ala,nretl af trre morar force arrayed uguri*i
thenr, and fed. There is also another tradition rrUict as[,]ife,
the crc'ctio, .f the church to a rnerolrant who, orertat ." trv
a gr.cat_sto-nn at-sea, vowed bhat if he escaped in safety hL
rvoulcl build a church upon the first point of lantl w"hicti
should app,t,arin.sight. 

- This haplrcned'to be Rrent for, nn.i
Ircre.aecorrlinglv lre f.lfillcrl Iris v,rv, in n nranner', it rrrust be
adrnitterl, r:ousistent with the utrnost economy, 

'the 
cirtircti

bei,g excer<lingly plain, and as snrall as it.well"coulrt l; i;;
cxtcnrrati,rrr, horvever of tlrrr lrr.rtrlrant's apparent, rriggarrlli-
ness, it nray be sairl tlrat arr o'rriLr,e st'ucturL woul.r hali i,,ic,
out of plat:e iu such a position (except that thc goO. *



1 I !r

evel',|\\'lre11)---.'iln tslhel,ic iorrsirlela.tir.rrt, troN tttuclr regu,r'ticrl, I

lbnr', lry llrosc rvlio lra,ve to oorrrrt: tlro cost), elnd ttrcr prcsurrl;
edifir:e Iurs tlwilys beon lburrtl sullirtir.lrrl;ly r:tttntttotliotrs ltrr
those u'lrr.r lrrve lret:n anxioug to itl,tcrtl scrvic<l theroiu.

'l-'ht lrnilrlirrg cor$ists of fl, nirvc 37 1't. fiit,. lorrgr trrrd 141t.
1)in. in rvirltlr, witlr a, {o\y0r rilrctr t,o iL allout ti t'1,. sryuarl, attd
a porclr orr tlrc rrt,r'l;lr sirltr. 'lllrr,'rri is no tlevc)o;i<ttI clrruicel,
but tlrtr lloor tt 1,he oast,crn l)eltioll of tht+ chut'ch is lnistrd
one st{)l), anrl rr,t il distnrrotr of lrotrv<lert 1.0 alrcl II l'eot li'tlrrr
the east rvrlI t,ltole rvas probably in tho rnir]tlle agtrs t lorv
Stoll0 s()l('r'u.

llllrtl'c is il llal\'()w doot:lvn,y ott tltc $outll as well rts r>tt ilte
not'l.h sirlc, n,rtd t,lul t:lturclr is lighl,rrrl ll.y two srrrrrll linr'lv
.1,)nglislr luncr,l, wirrrlo\ys, trrlv ? irrclrcs wirir:, tt,trtl :t, tnotlelrt
wirlrl{}1\' nt, tlre ca$t en([, ol itn alt,ogtlrel itrcongm()trs dp-
scrilll iorr.

N{ost rvlit;ers, iu slrealtirrg of tlris chttrr:lt, irntl retelrirrg tr.r

olrl recorrls, slrrto tlrat tlttrr: s'irs n chnlr:lt on tlris tr)r'a,s t,'ailJ'
as 12itl], nnc[ suguest that a secontl etlifice rva,s RftellvaLcls
elr,c.tetl. Iirrrur n, orleful cxnrrrirratirur ol the built.[irrg, l a.rn

srtislied tlrlt ttrrc lllcsent, l'il,lr sortre I'ew latcr ittscrt,iotrs, is
t;lre oligirrirl clrulrllr, nnri tlrlt il; cven clates bacl< prr'rba,hly
lralf a 0r'trtrtt')'errtlipt' 1lr;xr tj (1 1'r,rl'itllrrtltrtl to ns of tlre {ilst
r;lrulch. i['lrc gontlal r:lrallrctr,r' ol' t,lto I]]rsonry, tts I ha,ve
*,tirl lrr,firrr', is l}rll.y l,lrrgljslr. '[']rc strrrl] lig]ris, tlttt rloorrvuys,
arttl {.lrtr lirrt,l lt,rrrr:ul.ctl pt.r'lyrr:l; n'lrirlr sut'tolulds tlro cltut',,1t,
rrrrrlor.rl'lorll.y ]-xrlorrg to tlral, clir. ol' clruL0h itlcltit,cclurc. I'lre
rr'rr.lls,,l'tlro <,lrulclr, it is lralrlly n(.tcussary to srtl'(as tlrirl,
1,.y1-, slrirrrl so lorrg), ulc BUlli()iou1,1y sr.rbstantial, lreing gerre-
lally jl lir'1, irr llriclirregs. '1.'lro trrnst,ttry is of rlarli lilorvtt stottr,
appa,r'('ntly irr:rnstorrc, 'wlurt alo tcclrnicall.y callerl the tircssiugs
hr:ing ol tlrc, green slate storre fi'om the rteiglibourltoirtl of tlris
t,orvn: arrrl it is irrtr:rr:sting to soo irr tltis latter stotrewotlt
]row tlrc l,orrrti['rrl thorrgh sirrrlrlc liltcs a,txl clll'ves ol'tlre
Jlrrlly 1r}rglislr st.r'le ltuvc lrccrr rrrlolrtlrl ()\rcll irr tfiis lorrcl.y n.rrrI

uu[i'crlrrcrrtcrl ]ittlc clrutrrlr. Il, irr 1,lris llft,lr r,:crrtury, u'tl irrtilt,
& dlur(flr ott il tor (n,n urrlil<clv tlring, I rr,tlrrribl, rvr,r sltoulrl lrro-
llr.lr1.y ,,1111,11))' orr rortglrtrsl, ltn rtrls, llrirrliirrg 1;lra,t n,nyt lrirrg
rvorrlrl rlo irr sucIr n silun,1,iotr, lri'ulrrtlgirrg a tttotrlr'littg or'il lonl ;

lrul llrr,rrrt,nlis of''l'nvisl;orr'lr, rvlrilsl ttr, tlotrlrl tlrov rrtrtlrloyrrrl
l])rl trrr'r,rt' rnt,tr fr,r'llrr: 1r'lrrirr lnir,sr()nr'.J', yt't tr'sltvrrrl $otttt,,/i'tl
Ir()r'tior)s llrl llrr.r li,rr,lr'l' irrrrl rlclicirl.rr lritrrrllirrg oI lhrr sliilllri
rvorl<rrr,'n, irrrtl tlrrrs slrurvorl ilc rvr:ll llroir Iicty l,s l.lrril
trste.

('llrtrriti, Ira,c not been uscrl jlr tlro lruilding, ttor, I lrtrliovc,
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does ilre tor corrtaitr it. I,olwhrtle, irr fis Deuon, sa_ys, ,,Br.e1t
Tor, auel several other tors .rr the west side of'tii;;.ir"r;;;;
undorrlrtcrll.y volcnrric. Ilrcrrt 1l'ol: is very culious: it b.,irrq
onc rnass ot' hill, r,isirrg to a gr.cat hciglrt froru a p"rfL"t, rrtoirl
1n* :t,li":ty rlivost.tl. of cv",y r.lrirrg o'i the kiirJ'b;;;;;; I;;;ii:
&nct drflc.rul.l li'r-rrrr rtll .tlrtlr. to's u'liich we visited. we tbuucirt covered, betrvecn the rocl<s, rvith a fine ver.dure. and evervindicatio, of a very .ich soir, ra. ai*e.eni fil ;il; Ir;;;'i
wruch su'r'()u,ds it. \\re l:rought away sorne bits of the rock,whicl in general is a rleep rusly blue, io.tiriuf to il;;k, h;;
13d^fcavf, wirL po.cs herie a,tl"tlere'as if ;o;-_oo;;;;''.;;;;-ot tlre pores co,t,ain a little .f a b*ownish red ear.tlt, but
whether of' tlre ochre kintl wo could. nof determine. N;;;the toll.of the tor soure pieces r,r.r,i ioo^a mor€ porous, even
resernbling a oinder, or piece of burnt bread, auti-v.ry'f;gfri.
AnotJrer .bservatio. u'ai v*:r.y str,ikiug ttrat itris to. ,l"oes:ioi
coutuiu a sirrgle ;rrrticrc of gra.nite t'iiat we courd discover.I* this it cliifrrr.s'f',1v; 1116s;-1rf the other tors we.visitecl,t\o.rgl, rve fourrrl some on the rvesi *iau of the rivet Lid,which contained stont-$ of a similar pirosity. f,.nrn Jti"
above obseryations, wc were ]erl to beliele thal this ;";iru[:
able- tor was the effect or rnnrrins of sorne lons_aso extii;-
g_1is!3t] r'otcaro; asr in irs rrppea.uo.*,-*it*ti;;:;:i ;il;,
0,c., rt argues str.ongl.v frrr it..,,
_ Au idea lras been vcry geuer.ally errtertairrecl, that in rliueinsburial places at this spbitt,o o,"[ t"ti*rri-ilil;..*r"fiilH
rvith moisture tlrat tl^re excavatior, is iu-a slrort tir,o niiedwith water. The lhct is, 

'.wr:r,er, 
t,e grou,d i, ,; ;i;y i;;;;

as in otlrcr_chux:)ryards ; arrrl tho n,rtiou'ti.,ul-,tles. u,.js1,,,,toj,r .rr rrrcrtterrt nrrierr is s*id t,, rrave occur'ed afte'i'lrcavvlall o1'r.*i,, wlren, a c,ffi, havirrg frno" iriought t", irt",r*r,i,tle grave.was found partl.y fille.i ,ritli watei., whiclr lrat{ lrccrr
drrecterr rnto it by the shute fror, the roof of the church.ther.e ls, Ilowe'er', rro lack of lvater on the hill ; as o, itseastern.side..a spling gushes lbrth which Urr-i"*"-[u""
Krlown to klll.

- The little church is only between 10 and Ll feet hish fromthe.floor to,the ritlgtl, auil trn. ,, ,ou.ri;;;a'ffii;il;i;
roor covercd wrth heavy leacl, the inclination of the tirullersfrom the *,alls to the- ri<lge t,,riug 

"t 
oui 12 inches. TI;tower is aLout 40 feet high,-arrd, Iik-e trre iest of the buildiru,.vcry 1rlai,, and has tlrreE sruall' lighls, 
";;i-;lri.,il;;;?iirsertiorr ot' the l5tL cerrtury. S,GpunJ.a fro* ;il .;J;;;;on the- top, it is nrr_,re thari prouaff" it at u il g,.iii;;;

forrnerly plrrced.
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., ll'lre*,.is n. sirrgl. bell whioh f was ,nable tr_r get at, but ourt rB $ir,r([ 1rr lr1, 1;.,,, irrscriptign ,, Gnllus uocot ego,,splus 71s7, 11urrry
sol,10-"

il'lrc.u 
'r'c 

rl() .lonllnrents, arrd irrrlt,r:rr scarcelv arrv orrit,nrhs.
s,,tlra,t thrr..ltl Jtrrglislr provcr,lr, ,. llrr lies lilio"rL* tipita1,t,j., is
rtoL vrl,iliccl lrerr:. 'l'l*p is, lr,vever, ,lre ,.tle iriscr:i1rtion,
which rrrat, bc cleuned worthy of lrotice ; ,,Heare unaei tt,is
stone lieth tlre bodie of J,ilrrr Cole, .iirn., of Litton, who
<leparterl this ]il'e the 23r.d ,rl' Nove,rl,i'1tii4, rcta: 22. ,\lso
J.rha,, lris sister, who rcas bu'iecl the lst of irebrua'y, 16il,
aeta: I 1 !

,, I f thou be sorious (frierrrl) peruse this stono ;If thuu bo lrot soe, 1rr.ir.y, i"i it ,ulone.
lgainst denth's poisirn,- verlue's tlre best art;
\l'hen good rnen seern'to rlie, thtry but depurt.
Livo rvell : tlten nt the last wif,t ,r, thou'it I'oele
Jirrrc dying rrrakeg nr.rt, tierlth, but ttying ill 1,, 

'--

At tlr. *'r,sttrr.u e,tl of thr-, 911111.61,, iu its original position
uear.thrr ,()r'th llol'ch, is arr aucierrt octagonalibut, iuitlroui
caruilg 

^.rrrI 
vrrry plairr, but irr a gonrl st,ate ot' P'eservalirrrr.

- 
11'his, thcrr, conclurlcs ny trrief 

'-acsourrt 
of th; little churlcl

of.St. I\litlrael's, Ilrent Toi.,lvhich Jirl ti00 years has stood orr
this.si,g*lar. l.ea]<, 

.,all alo,a, as if f,rr.sakdn,,' but which ha,s
Iulfillett f,r tlris l,ng period its o{ricc of ruercy as a larr.lruarlk
for sailols-

. It is,irtcrrrsting to krr.w tlrat llrrslarrd, in her ea.liest, asin lrer I^tr,sl. lristri.y, lras lratl lrrrr' lv,'1.an,, towcr.s arrtl Iisltt-
Ir,rrscs lo. tlre tcrrrl,r.'st-tosserI rrrirrirre's of ar] nations; tliit

. ,,That pa.le rnd wlrite fircctl shoro
Wlrose foot..spurris btcli tlro ricr,irrr,s rorrring tides,
Arr,l coolls l'rr,r11 oXh.. lirrrrls her islrrrtder.s.

th at En gl nn tl, he.l g",l iu rv-iiil--ih"u'u.uin,
l'h:rt wlter-wlllad buiwark", stilI secure
And confident frorn foreign purposcs,"

has p'ese,terl ,u the highest 1-reaks, arrd on trre most desolateparts..{'Irer coast, thcse lrioot'.s ol her civilizatiou, tlicse
uuerrirrg synrbols of her people's hurrranity.


