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PLUNDERED DARTMOOR.

THE plundering of Dartmoor has been slowly going on for a long period, but within the last century the spoliation has been rapid. The accompanying maps
show at a glance this later rapid progress, and a study of these is commended to all who value one of the grandest open spaces existing in England. Three-
quarters of a century since the enclosures were comparatively moderate in extent, and were detached so that access to the Forest could be readily had from
almost any position. Contrast this with the existing state of affairs, and it will be noted that access from the north quarter to the south is entirely cut off—that
the whole of the best part of the Forest land has been enclosed extending a dozen miles north and south, and more than halfa dozen miles east and west.

It is clearly only a question of time when the remnant, poor as the land may be, will pass away from us, or Dartmoor as a whole may be grabbed by some
distant powerful municipality, unless the men of Devon wake up and forestall everyone else by acquiring it for themselves. There are many reasons why this
should be done, and it is worth carrying out for one reason, and, ifneed be, only one.

The great bulk of the water consumed in Devon comes from Dartmoor. The rivers springing from this great upland run the purest water, excepting where
they are deliberately fouled by the hand of man, or rendered questionable for drinking purposes by the introduction of sewage. In the former case water is taken
from its natural channels and rendered not only unfit for every purpose, but a vehicle for the conveyance of solid matter, which deposits in the tidal harbours,
and causes much damage both from a local and a national point of view. Dartmoor is the great watershed of Devon, and it is a matter of supreme importance
that as such it should be kept pure and undefiled. It seems probable that if matters are allowed to remain as they are, the defilement of Dartmoor streams will
increase, and for this reason only the acquisition of the Forest for the preservation of the purity of its water is to be recommended on the pleas of sanitation and
self-preservation.

We often congratulate ourselves on the marvels of the age in which we live, and it is doubtless true that civilization has made immense strides, and here
and there we see this especially exemplified in the provision of naturally pure water for certain fortunate communities. In others, however, the unfortunate
inhabitants have to put up with the consumption of dilute sewage and all the evils which follow in its train. It is simply marvellous that people continue to drink
such stuff, and it is only a question of time when these unfortunates must lock further afield for purer sources of supply.

Lendon is seeking for a souree of pure water and is at present looking to Wales for a supply. Various schemes, including one from Dartmoor, have been
considered by the London County Council, and the present idea is to impound the head waters of seven streams in Glamorganshire, which will yield over four
hundred millions of gallons of water per diem, and conduct same by means of two agueducts to London, one of which will be 176 miles long and the other 150.
This gigantic scheme is to be opposed by the Glamorganshire County Council; with what result we shall hereafter see.

With Liverpool and Birmingham in possession of large tracts of Wales as catchment areas, and London endeavouring to secure more, there will be little
enough left for the use of towns within its own borders, and unless the Principality secures its position either by defeating the London scheme or imposing
terms of suitable local supplies, the inhabitants of Wales will see the water they are urgently in need of passing from them for the use of the Metropolis, The
same fate may be in store for Dartmoor and Devon unless some steps be speedily taken to secure this magnificent watershed as the property of the County. In
1894 the London County Council promoted a Bill in Parliament seeking to obtain, inter alia, power to obtain a water supply for London from the Forest of
Dartmoor. This Bill was withdrawn but another may be promoted.

Under present conditions, Dartmoor is exposed to a serious danger by the indiscriminate removal of its peat by companies formed for the purpose of
supplying fuel, &c. Fortunately these have not hitherto been financially suceessful, so that the mischief they have done so far has not been very great. It has
been estimated that some 30,000 acres of Dartmoor are covered with peat bogs. They vary in depth from two feet to more than twenty feet, with an average
depth of five to six feet. It has been found that a cubic foot of saturated dense peat contains five gallons of water, or for one square acre of peat, five feet deep,
there would be over one million gallons, and the total quantity stored in the whole area of this natural reservoir amounts to between thirty and forty thousand
millions of gallons of water.* The constant supply of water and the fertility of Devonshire depends on the retention of these bogs. If peat fuel companies are
allowed to remove the peat beds the rivers will become rapid torrents in the winter and dry water courses in the summer, with what disastrous results we can
all easily imagine. If the County becomes the purchasers of the Forest, the bogs will be protected from the ravages of the wholesale turf-cutter. It should not be
forgotten, too, that the water power of Dartmoor may in the future be of great value to Devon. We import coals for producing power, and allow a force lying at our
back doors to run away to waste. In the hands of the County electric power derived from Dartmoor streams may in a few years to come be a valuable and a
revenue-earning asset ofno mean importance.

Inlooking at the map which depicts Dartmoor as it is to-day, it must not be forgotten that the War Office are now leasing the whole of the north quarter, and
that the area comprised within an imaginary line drawn from Belstone to Steeperton, thence to Cranmere Pool and down the West Ockment to Meldon—ahout
fifteen square miles—is absorbed for the purpese of providing artillery ranges. With every desire that the artillery should possess efficient means of practice,
some limitation of the zone of operations should be insisted on, and any extension should be strenuously resisted. Artillery practice should be confined to five
days in the week, so that Saturdays may be regarded as open days; thus giving an opportunity for agistment—the cutting of turf by the cottiers—and for visits
by tourists and others to the most romantic portion of Dartmoor.

The Convict Prison at Princetown has been the cause of much encroachment and must be held in check. Hardly a more unsuitable place could have been
selected for such an establishment, It is expensive to maintain, and the work performed by the convicts is as unremunerative as it well can be. By enclosing
land, the prison authorities rob the inhabitants of Dartmoor of rights of access, pasture, and turbary which they have enjoyed for many centuries. These
enclosures are tilled and improved, but when this is accomplished the labour bestowed on it is unprofitable. This forced labour would be much more productive
of real and lasting national benefit if it were directed on harbour works around our storm-beaten shores. But there the Prison is, and whilst the powers that be
are intent on reclaiming the wastes of Dartmoor—within their present enclosures—we must put up with it. Some curb must, however, be put on the further
operations of the Prison Authorities.

With the Forest of Dartmoor, the property of the people of Devon, the public would possess the grandest park in England. Left just as it is, with some
judicious tree planting, and as a recreative region it would be perfect. With swaling under proper control, fur and feather would increase, and it might be once
again made the haunt of the red deer. Even now some of these noble animals occasionally stray across from Exmoor, and harbour in the woods around Buckland
and Holne Chace.

The antiquities would be for ever preserved. There would be no more spoliation of pre-historic monuments by the newtake wall builder. All these would be
carefully surveyed and mapped, so that the intelligent visitor could easily find them and study these remnants of a long by-gone past. A museum illustrative of
Dartmoor could be established. Its geology, natural history, and antigquities would furnish a good educational medinm.

With the transfer to the County the boundaries of the Forest would be defined. All rights of King's Tenants and of the Venville men would be confirmed.
Every right whieh now exists would be continued. Cattle and sheep would be still sent to the Moor for summer grazing, and the quarters of the Forest could be
let as at present for this purpose. There need be no disturbance whatever of any existing custom, providing it be good for the commonweal. The Ancient
Tenements could be occupied as customary, and the enclosed fields appertaining to these could be closed to the use of the public, so that the tenants might
remain undisturbed in their possession at fair and equitable rentals.

As the long leases fell in rack renting would disappear, and much needed improvements in the dwellings of the Moormen could be effected, for, at present,
the great majority of these are in a disgraceful unsanitary condition.

The County would step into the shoes of the Duchy, with the inestimable advantage that the present semi-private ownership would be exchanged for a
public proprietary. The Duchy has the power tosell, and as it is a long time since any Prince of Wales took the slightest interest in Dartmoor, there isnot likely to
be any sentimental feeling as to its retention.

Ifthe people of Devon want the Forest of Dartmoor and ask for it they will doubtless get it at a fair and reasonable price.

Directly the demand for it becomes popular, ways and means of purchase will be found.

ROBERT BURNARD.
*Experiments by Mr.D. Radford—see Trans. Devon Assn., 1889,
Plymouth, December 20th,1895.
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